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WELCOME

Dear Friends:

Welcome to the Sixth Annual Young Elected Officials Network National Convening! We are thrilled that you have joined
us for this exciting event.

The Young Elected Officials (YEO) Network, a program of People For the American Way Foundation, aims to unite and
support the young and progressive elected leaders of our country. It is our goal to see a continued and sound pipeline
of progressive public servants advancing positive change in our communities and throughout our nation, and this year’s
National Convening is an important step on the way to that goal.

Americans have always been known for our pioneering spirits: we push forward even when we must surmount the greatest
of challenges. This is a unique time for our country, and we are at a turning point that will require hard work and a renewed
dedication to service from our elected leaders. We increasingly are fighting regressive legislation that challenges our civil
rights, punishes working families, and inhibits economic recovery. But, as all pioneers know, you cannot truly appreciate
the mountaintop experience without first going through the valley.

Now is the time to Unite, Rebuild, and Inspire our country to even greater heights and shape a stronger progressive
movement going forward.

The National Convening will provide a space for YEOs to join together as a united front to learn and discuss ways to
rebuild our country and become the inspirational leaders our communities need in these challenging times. You will have
the opportunity to converse about experiences, access policy development assistance, share best practices, and expand your
knowledge base — both personally and professionally.

Unite, Rebuild, Inspire serves as the theme for our weekend, and it is a motto I hope you will take to heart as you return to
your states, counties, cities, and school boards. It is our earnest desire that this weekend serve to rejuvenate your spirits and
renew your dedication to public service. If there is anything that we can do to enhance your experience while you are here,
please do not hesitate to reach out to us. We look forward to connecting and growing with you as we all climb the mountain
together.

Again, welcome!

Yours in service,

Andrew D. Gillum
Executive Director, Young Elected Officials Network
City Commissioner, Tallahassee, FL
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The Young Elected Officials Network Team would like to extend a very special thank you to the program participants,
workshop presenters, and all the participants of our 2011 YEO Network National Convening. We thank each of you
for your contribution to the progressive movement and for helping to make this convening and the YEO Network a

tremendous success.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Young Elected Officials,

Welcome to Washington, DC! We are delighted to have you all here at the sixth
annual convening of the Young Elected Officials Network.

This year’s theme, “Unite, Rebuild, Inspire,” reflects both the unique challenges that
progressive elected officials face today, and the unique role that we hope the YEO
Network can play in confronting those challenges. Across the country, progressive
values are under attack: working people are fighting to keep their rights and their
paychecks, young people are fighting to keep their right to vote, and people across
the country are fighting to expand equality and opportunity for all. But those who are
fighting for their rights have a valuable ally: you.

In just six years, the YEO Network has grown to include over 600 young, progressive, passionate and hardworking
elected officials across the country. All of you work tirelessly in your own communities to defend equality and
expand opportunity, but as a member of the YEO Network you know that more than 600 others like you have
your back. We hope that this weekend, you can unite with other hard-working progressive elected leaders, inspire
each other with your experiences and ideas, and go back to your communities filled with energy and ideas for
rebuilding progressive values.

The work you do day in and day out is the definition of “the American Way.” Your dedication inspires me, and
your leadership makes me optimistic for the future of progressive ideals in this country. Thank you for being here,
and for sharing your energy, stories and ideas. All of us at People For the American Way Foundation are looking
forward to working with you in the coming year as you develop policy initiatives, build leadership strategies and
work to advance progressive values in your communities. I think we have a good year — and many years — ahead
of us.

Sincerely,

11
Pl S

Michael Keegan
President, People For the American Way Foundation
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2011 National Convening
JUNE

2-5, 2011
WASHINGTON, DC

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS




CONVENING SCHEDULE

THURSDAY. JUNE 2

THE WASHINGTON COURT HOTEL
525 New Jersey AveNue, NW - WasHingToN DG 20001

All Gonvening events will take place at the Washington Gourt Hotel.

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Registration Open
Washington Court Hotel, Lobby Level

PRE-CONFERENCE TRACKS:

9:30 AM - 3:00 PM Women’s Pre-Conference
Meeting in the Sagamore Hill

12:30 PM - 4:30 PM Orientation Pre-Conference
Meeting in Springwood 1

3:30 PM -5:00 PM YEO Foreclosure Pre-Conference
Meeting in the Ashlawn Room

6:00 PM -9:00 PM Opening Awards Reception
6:00pm- Gocktail Reception
1:00pm- Awards Reception Dinner

2011
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Convening



CONVENING SCHEDULE

FRIDAY. JUNE 3

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM Breakfast Grand
Ballroom

8:30 AM -9:30 AM Opening Plenary
“Leadership in the Face of Challenges: Meeting the Needs of the 21st Century”
Keynote Speaker: Comcast Executive Vice President, David Cohen

9:45 AM -11:15 AM  Workshop Series 1: Issue Policy Sessions

Local and State Policy Strategies to Build Ida Rademacher, Center for Enterprise Sagemore Hill
Financial Access and Economic Opportunity Development
Is It Easy Being Green? Creative Renewable Councilmember Dominic Frongillo, NY Springwood
Energy Solutions for Policymakers State Representative Scott Kawasaki, AK 2&3
The State Fiscal Situation: Clearing Up Elizabeth McNichol and Ashali Sigham, Madison
Misunderstandings and Options for Reform Center for Budget and Policy Priorities
Criminal and Juvenile Justice at a Crossroads: An  Liz Ryan, Campaign For Youth Justice Springwood 1
Opportunity to Make Public Policy Lemonade Out Maryland Shaw, Morgan State University
of Budgetary Lemons? Tracy Velazquez, Justice Policy Institute
Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Strategies for ~ Francesca Holme, Herndon Alliance Ashlawn
Successful State Implementation of the Affordable =~ Susan Sherry, Community Catalyst
Care Act Lillian Shirley, National Association of City and

County Health Officials

Dara Taylor, Community Catalyst

11:30 AM - 12:45 PM Workshop Series 2: Skill-Based Sessions

Ready for your Close Up? Refining Your Camera  Joel Silberman, Media Talent 2.0 Ashlawn
Interview Skills

Media in the 21st Century: New Media and the Kevin Cate, Kevin Cate Communications Springwood 1
“All of the Above” Strategy

The Next Level: Fundraising for Higher Office Adam Goers, Friends of Martin O’Malley Springwood
2&3

Smart Coalition Building to Create More Alderwoman Gina Calder, CT

Progressive Communities Councilwoman Karen Liot Hill, NH Sagamore Hill

Councilwoman Angela Garretson, NJ

UniteoRebuildolnspire 0000000000000 00C0O0CO0CGOCOODS
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CONVENING SCHEDULE

FRIDAY. JUNE 3

1:00 PM -2:15 PM Lunch Plenary Grand
Keynote Speaker: United States Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan Ballroom

2:30 PM - 4:00 PM Workshop Series 3: Issue Policy Sessions
(Some Sessions Repeated)

Local and State Policy Strategies to Build Ida Rademacher, Center for Enterprise Sagemore Hill
Financial Access and Economic Opportunity Development
Is It Easy Being Green? Creative Renewable Councilmember Dominic Frongillo, NY Springwood
Energy Solutions for Policymakers State Representative Scott Kawasaki, AK 28&3
The State Fiscal Situation: Clearing Up Elizabeth McNichol and Ashali Sigham, Madison
Misunderstandings and Options for Reform Center for Budget and Policy Priorities
Dare to DREAM: Surveying the Current Joanne Lin, ACLU Springwood 1
Immigration Reform Landscape Suman Raghunathan, Progressive States

Network
Corporate Power, Corporate Personhood, and the ~ John Bonifaz, Free Speech for People Ashlawn
Corporate Court: A Discussion of Citizens United  Sen. Jamie Raskin, Maryland State Senate
and Its Aftermath Kaitlin Sopoci-Belknap, Democracy

Unlimited

4:00 PM -4:15 PM Caucus and State Pictures

4:45 PM -6:00 PM General Plenary Grand
Keynote Speaker: Senior Advisor to the President, David Plouffe Ballroom

2011
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CONVENING SCHEDULE

SATURDAY. JUNE 4

8:00 AM -9:00 AM Breakfast Grand
Ballroom

9:15 AM -10:30 AM Workshop Series 4: Skill-Based Sessions Repeated

Ready for your Close Up? Refining Your Camera  Joel Silberman, Media Talent 2.0 Ashlawn
Interview Skills

Media in the 21st Century: New Media and the Kevin Cate, Kevin Cate Communications Springwood 1
“All of the Above” Strategy

The Next Level: Fundraising for Higher Office Adam Goers, Friends of Martin O’Malley Springwood
2&3

Smart Coalition Building to Create More Alderwoman Gina Calder, CT

Progressive Communities Councilwoman Karen Liot Hill, NH Sagamore Hill

Councilwoman Angela Garretson, NJ
State Senator Angie Buhl, SD

10: 45 AM - 11:00 AM YEO Network Leadership Awards Grand
Ballroom

11:00 AM -12:30 PM General Plenary: Leading from your Progressive Values Grand
Trainers: Ballroom

County Commissioner Dave Woodward, Center for Progressive Leadership
Dante James, Center for Progressive Leadership

12:45 PM - 2:00 PM Lunch Plenary Grand

Keynote Speaker: Services Employees International Union Ballroom
President, Mary Kay Henry

UniteoRebuildolnspire 0000000000000 00C0O0CO0CGOCOODS
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CONVENING SCHEDULE

SATURDAY. JUNE 4

2:15 PM - 3:45 PM Workshop Series 5: Issue Policy Sessions

Talking About Choice: Fending Off Attacks on a State Representative Tishaura Jones, MO Springwood
Woman’s Right to Choose Nancy Keenan, NARAL Pro-Choice 2&3
Voting Reform and Redistricting: Meeting the Megan Donovan, Fair Elections Legal Network Sagamore Hill
Needs of an Increasingly Mobile Electorate and Allison Riggs, Southern Coalition for Social
Protecting Communities of Interest Justice

Andrew Lane, Johnson Family Foundation Ashlawn
This Moment in the LGBT Movement Ineke Mushovic, Movement Advancement Project

Filling the Cracks: Critical Issues and Strategies to Councilmember Leslie Colwell, YEO Springwood 1

Ensure Excellence in Education School Board Member Courtney English, GA
State Senator Bill Ferguson, MD
School Board Member Eric Isham, MI
State Senator David Schapira, AZ

4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Workshop Series 6: The State of the Union
Young Electeds participate in small group breakouts based on their level of office, discussing issues important to their
level of government and sharing best practices to address them.

State Legislative Level Sagemore Hill
County Level Springwood 1
City Level Springwood 2&3
School Board Level Ashlawn

5:30 PM - 5:45 PM Group Picture Lobby Staircase

5:45 PM - 6:45 PM YEO Open Spaces Available (Optional)

YEOs will have the space to meet in their caucuses or task forces, as needed.

7:00 PM -9:00 PM YEO Regional Dinners

Young Electeds have the opportunity to network with their regional colleagues over dinner.

Northeast Senate Room
South Montpelier
Midwest Sagamore Hill
West Madison

2011

National
Convening
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CONVENING SCHEDULE

SUNDAY. JUNE 5

9:00 AM - 9:30 AM Breakfast

9:30 AM -10:45 AM Workshop Series 7: Skill-Based Sessions

Young Elected Managers: How to Manage and Angie Whitaker, City of Tallahassee
Train Your Staff

Shaping your Successors: Creating Youth School Board President Janet Chin, CA
Empowerment and Leadership Development

Governing As a Progressive: How to Compromise  Peggy Flanagan, Wellstone Action
without Being Compromised

Communications Training for National Security Michael Moschella, Truman National Security
Issues: Effectively Connecting Through Emotion  Project
and Non-Verbal Cues

11:00 AM -1:00 PM Closing General Plenary: Progressive Messaging
Keynote Speaker: Celinda Lake, Lake Research Partners

1:00 PM -2:00 PM Closing Lunch

UniteoRebuiIdolnspire 0000000000 0COCOOOOOOOOS

11

Springwood 1
Springwood
2&3

Sagamore Hill

Ashlawn



SESSIONS AND TRAINERS:

DETAILED AGENDA




FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

OPENING PLENARY

8:30am - 9:30am Leadership in the Face of Challenges: Grand Ballroom
Meeting the Needs of the 21st Century

The world is going digital. Today, everything from education and entertainment to tax forms and job applications occurs
online. Yet despite the growing importance of the internet, over 35% of Americans don’t have broadband service. This
creates a digital divide between those with access and those without. This opening plenary, led by Comcast Corporation
Executive Vice President David L. Cohn, will seek to inspire the National Convening participants and set the tone for the
rest of the weekend. As the former Chief of Staff to Ed Rendell during his tenure as Mayor of Philadelphia, Cohen will
speak about how as leaders in your community you can do something about this by driving broadband adoption to create
a platform of inclusion, opportunity and possibility. Leadership in the Face of Challenges: Meeting the Needs of the 21st
Century

DAVID COHEN
ComcasT CORPORATION

David L. Cohen is Executive Vice President of Comcast Corporation, one of the
world’s leading media, entertainment and communication companies. He is the
majority owner and manager of NBCUniversal. Cohen has a broad portfolio of
responsibilities, including corporate communications, government affairs, public
affairs and corporate administration, while also serving as senior counselor to the
CEO. Before assuming this position in July 2002, Cohen served as partner and
chairman of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP, one of the 100 largest law
firms in the country.

From January 1992 to April 1997, Cohen served as Chief of Staff to the Honorable Edward G. Rendell, Mayor of
the City of Philadelphia. In that role he provided critical support in significant budgetary and financial issues, in
economic development activities, in collective bargaining negotiations and in a wide variety of other policy and
operational issues.

Cohen serves as Chairman of the Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania and is a member of the Board of
Trustees for Penn Medicine — an umbrella governance structure overseeing both the University of Pennsylvania
Health System and the University’s School of Medicine. Additionly, Cohen serves on the Greater Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, the national board of the National Urban League, and is a member
of the corporate advisory board of the National Council of La Raza. He has served as chair of the United Way of
Southeastern Pennsylvania, chair of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Red Cross, co-chair
of the host committee for the National Conference of Volunteerism and Service and vice chair of the Board of
Directors of the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia.

UniteoRebuildolnspire 0000000000000 00C0O0CO0CGOCOODS
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FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

WORKSHOP SERIES 1: ISSUE POLICY SESSIONS

8:45am - 11:15am Local and State Policy Strategies Sagamore Hill
2:30pm - 4:00pm to Build Financial Access and
Economic Opportunity (repeated session)
Elected officials have a powerful role to play in financially empowering and protecting their residents by promoting financial
education, asset building and easy and safe access to mainstream banking options. During this session, YEOs will discuss the

integrated framework of what households need to achieve financial security and opportunity, examples of ways to integrate
and align policies across levels of government, as well as opportunities for better integration and action across sectors.

IDA RADEMACHER

CorpoRraTION FOR ENTERPRISE DEvELOPMENT (CFED)

Ida Rademacher is the Vice President for Policy and Research at CFED, a national nonprofit
based in Washington, DC dedicated to expanding economic opportunity for low-income
families and communities. Ms. Rademacher leads CFED’s efforts to advance comprehensive
policy and research agendas that inform the work of policy makers, advocates and practitioners
working to expand economic opportunity and promote asset and wealth building for all
Americans. For the past three years, she has been the Director of Research for CFED, where
she led the development of the Assets and Opportunity Scorecard and authored several highly praised research and
policy publications. Ms. Rademacher has more than 15 years of experience researching the efficacy of programs and
policies that build assets and expand economic opportunities for disadvantaged populations. She graduated from
James Madison University with an undergraduate degree in anthropology and economics and received her master’s

degree in public policy from the University of Maryland.

2011

National

Convening
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FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

8:45am - 11:15am Growing the Green Economy: dpringwood 2&3
2:30pm - 4:00pm Creative Efficiency and Renewahle
Solutions for Policymakers (repeated session)

Want to grow green jobs? Want to build state and local energy independence? Many leaders now recognize that energy
efficiency and independence are a viable economic development strategy, and are working to build market demand, financing
and the workforce necessary to scale up such programs. This YEO-Ied session will present insights and recommendations
on the economic potential of home energy efficiency, as well as how YEOs can be involved in energy development and the
green movement.

DOMINIC FRONGILLO

GaroLINE Town Gouncit

Dominic Frongillo made history when he was elected to the Town Council in Caroline, New
York at age 22. He currently serves as Energy Educator for Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Tompkins County. Frongillo founded the Tompkins Energy Conservation Corps, which has
been recognized by Cornell University president David Skorton as a national model for town-
gown collaborations to build a local, sustainable clean energy economy. This model is being
adapted in several other cities in New York to harness the power of social marketing in scaling
up home energy efficiency upgrades. In October 2010, Frongillo helped coordinate “Lighten Up Tompkins!” which
delivered one energy-saving light bulb to more than 3,500 homes across six towns in just three hours—the largest
effort of its kind in New York state. He participated in the United Nations climate negotiations in Bali, Copenhagen
and Cancun, and was selected by New York Governor Paterson to help develop New York’s far-reaching 2050
Climate Action Plan. Councilmember Frongillo was recently profiled in Liz Walker’s book, Creating Sustainable
Communities.

SCOTT KAWASAKI

Avaska House oF REPRESENTATIVES

Representative Scott Kawasaki broke through barriers when he was elected to the first of two
terms on the Fairbanks, Alaska City Council in 1999. He was the youngest ever elected to
the position and the first Asian American. Representative Kawasaki was elected to the Alaska
State House in 2006 and was the youngest member serving in the state legislature until this past
election year. He is a member of the Natural Resources Committee, the Education Committee
and the Special Committee on Fisheries. Kawasaki earned his BS in biomedicine from the
University of Alaska Fairbanks. The Representative is an Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies
Fellow and is a recent Marshall Memorial Fellow. He is a current Alumni Council Member of the American Council
of Young Political Leaders, having participated in a delegation to Nicaragua and El Salvador in 2001. Kawasaki has
also served on numerous boards and commissions and is an avid volunteer at the local level.

UniteoRebuildolnspire 0000000000000 00C0O0CO0CGOCOODS
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FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

8:45am - 11:15am The State Fiscal Situation: Madison
2:30pm - 4:00pm Clearing Up Misunderstanding and
Options for Reform (repeated session)

Recent articles about the fiscal situation of states and localities have created the misguided impression that drastic and
immediate measures are needed to avoid an imminent fiscal meltdown. These articles mistakenly lump together states’
and localities’ current, largely recession-related fiscal problems with longer-term issues relating to bond indebtedness,
pension obligations and retiree health costs. They also overstate the potential harm caused by long-term fiscal issues such as
underfunded pensions. These misunderstandings draw attention away from important issues such as the need to modernize
state and local budget and revenue systems. In this workshop, the presenters will address these misunderstandings and offer
suggestions for addressing states’ structural budget problems.

ELIZABETH MCNICHOL

CeNTER ON BupGEeT AND PoLicy PRIORITIES

Elizabeth McNichol is a Senior Fellow with the State Fiscal Project at the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities in Washington, DC. She specializes in state fiscal issues including the
impact of the economy on state budgets, state pension funding, and long-term structural
reform of state budget and tax systems. McNichol joined the Center in January 1996. Before
coming to the Center, she served as Assistant Research Director of the Service Employees
International Union in Washington, D.C. Prior to that, she was a staff member of the Joint
Finance Committee for the State of Wisconsin Legislature.

ASHALI SINGHAM

CeNTER ON BupGEeT AND PoLicy PRIORITIES

Ashali Singham works as a Research Assistant for the State Fiscal Project at the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities in Washington, DC. She joined the Center in July 2009. Her
research has covered multiple topics related to state fiscal policy, including state taxation of
low-income people and state revenue trends. Before joining the Center, Singham worked at a
public finance consulting firm. She has a BA in political science from Yale University.

8:45am - 11:15am Griminal and Juvenile Justice at Springwood 1
a Grossroads: An Opportunity to Make
Public Policy Lemonade QOut of Budgetary Lemons?

With ongoing budget difficulties facing most state and local policymakers, many legislators have successfully advanced
criminal and juvenile justice reforms that would simultaneously save money and make these systems fairer and more
effective. The questions facing us now include: Will these reforms last? Under what circumstances can policymakers advance
a more progressive juvenile and criminal justice agenda? And how have policymakers passed or held onto those justice
policies that, in the short run, are not revenue-neutral? In this session, directors of the Campaign for Youth Justice and the
Justice Policy Institute will discuss their recent research, policy reports, and work in various jurisdictions in areas including

limiting the transfer of youth to adult court and reducing the use of the justice system and incarceration
2 01 1 for drug offenses. Participants will be asked to share their successes and the challenges they have faced in

passing juvenile and adult justice policies. Finally, they will explore how participants with an interest in
N ational justice reform can continue to exchange info and learn from each other moving forward.

Convening
16



FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

8:45am - 11:15am Criminal and Juvenile Justice at dpringwood 1
a Grossroads: An Opportunity to Make
Public Policy Lemonade Out of Budgetary Lemons?

LIZ RYAN

CGamPAIGN FOR YOUTH JUSTICE

Liz Ryan brings more than two decades of experience to the Campaign for Youth Justice (CFYJ),
an organization she founded that is dedicated to ending the practice of trying, sentencing and
incarcerating children in the adult criminal justice system. Prior to starting The Campaign for
Youth Justice, Ms. Ryan served for five years as the Advocacy Director for the Youth Law
Center’s Building Blocks for Youth Initiative, a project to reduce the over-incarceration and
disparate treatment of children of color in the juvenile justice system. Her work at the Youth
Law Center involved campaign advocacy assistance at the national, state and local levels to stop punitive juvenile
justice legislation, redirect funding to communities, and increase involvement of the constituencies that were most

affected by juvenile justice decision-making.

MARYLAND SHAW

BALTIMORE ALGEBRA PROJECT

Maryland Shaw is a youth organizer for the Baltimore Algebra Project, a democratic, student-
run and organized program mainly focused on the one-on-one tutoring of math at the middle
and high school levels. Shaw is also a coordinator for the Alliance for Educational Justice, a
national alliance of youth organizing and intergenerational groups working for educational
justice. Shaw is a sophomore at Morgan State University, majoring in English. She aspires to
be an English teacher in the Baltimore City and New York City school system.

TRACY VELAZQUEZ

JusTice Pouicy INSTITUTE

Tracy Velazquez is the executive director of the Justice Policy Institute (JPI), a Washington,
D.C.-based nonprofit organization focused on reducing society’s over-reliance on incarceration
and promoting just and effective social policies. Under her direction, JPI has published a
number of notable reports, including “The Costs of Confinement” and “Pruning Prisons,”
which look at how states can reduce juvenile and adult criminal justice system costs and
incarceration rates while improving public safety, and “The Release Valve,” a report on
Maryland’s parole system. Velazquez came to JPI from the Vera Institute of Justice in New York City. Prior to that,
she served as executive director of the Montana Mental Health Association, where she advocated for improved
funding for community mental health services and policies to reduce the criminalization of people with mental
illness. She has over 20 years’ experience working for and with non-profit organizations, and has also been active
in elective and party politics, having served as Vice Chair of the Montana Democratic Party.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

8:45am - 11:15am Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Ashlawn
dtrategies for Successful State
Implementation of the Affordable Care Act

Health care reform presents incredible opportunities — and challenges — for the country. In this session, YEOs will explore
the political and economic context of implementing reform and its benefits from the state perspective; the county and/or
local level experience of addressing health reform implementation and its implications on local populations; and identify
effective messaging points that tap constituent values and work against opposing legislative initiatives. The session will
conclude by identifying the challenges and opportunities for officials as they work to implement effective policies - and
potential resources to help in this effort.

FRANCESCA HOLME

HERNDON ALLIANCE

As project director of the Herndon Alliance, Francesca Holme engages a wide range of groups
— including doctors, nurses, and public health professionals — in using effective health care
messaging. Previously, she worked for the Northwest Center for Public Health Practice, where
she facilitated trainings with public health practitioners across the Pacific Northwest. Her
experiences as a Peace Corps volunteer in Nicaragua and as the director of a small non-
profit serving Sudanese refugees instilled a passion for improving health in underserved
communities, both internationally and locally.

DARA S. TAYLOR

CommuNITY CATALYST

As Community Catalyst’s Health Advocacy Regional Manager, Dara Taylor, oversees
the advocacy efforts of the Southern Health Partners program, which is compromised of
consumer advocacy organizations within 11 southeastern states working toward proactive
regional, state, and national health care reform. Taylor provides direct technical assistance
on a range of advocacy capacities such as coalition building and maintenance, organizational
strategic planning, and designing and implementing successful health advocacy campaigns
to consumer health advocates within Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and Virginia. Prior to
joining Community Catalyst, Taylor served as a Health Policy Fellow at the Missouri Foundation for Health in St.
Louis, Missouri. She has community organizing and fundraising experience on issues related to children’s health,
HIV/AIDS, and physical and mental disabilities. Taylor holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Wellesley
College and a master’s degree with a concentration in health policy and management from the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health.

2011
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FRIDAY, JUNE 3

TIME SESSION LOCATION

8:45am - 11:15am Where the Rubber Meets the Road: Ashlawn
dtrategies for Successful State
Implementation of the Affordable Care Act

SUSAN SHERRY

CommuNITY GATALYST

Susan Sherry is deputy director of Community Catalyst, a national non-profit advocacy
organization working to build the consumer and community leadership that is required to
transform the American health system. With more than 25 years of experience working in
health policy and consumer advocacy, Susan Sherry is responsible for developing and
supervising Community Catalyst’s state-based technical assistance programs and issue
campaign work, including tobacco tax coalitions, non-profit to for-profit conversions, health
reform, and prescription access initiatives. Prior to this, Sherry was the founding executive director of Health Care
For All and in that role represented consumer interests in negotiations around the 1986 Massachusetts universal
health care law, hospital free care, and insurance market reforms. Sherry is an instructor at the Harvard School
of Public Health where she teaches a course in community organizing. In 2004 and 2005, she was named one of
Modern Healthcare’s 100 Most Powerful People in Healthcare. She holds a bachelor’s degree from the University
of Massachusetts, Amherst and a master’s degree from Goddard College. She completed her doctoral coursework
at Brandeis University.

LILLIAN SHIRLEY

NaTioNAL AssociaTiON OF GounTy AND CiTy HeaLtH OfriciaLs (NACCHO)

Lillian Shirley is director of Multnomah County Health Department, Oregon’s largest local
public health agency. Ms. Shirley currently serves as president of the National Association of
County and City Health Officials (NACCHO), the national organization that represents 2,800
local governmental health departments. In 2009 Shirley was appointed to the Oregon Health
Policy Board (OHPB) by the Governor of Oregon. This body is responsible for improving
access, cost and quality of the health care delivery system, and the health of all Oregonians.
Earlier in her career, as director of public health in Boston, Shirley was responsible for all preventive and community-
based health services. Following the merger of Boston’s public hospital with Boston University’s Medical Center,
she became the interim commissioner of the newly formed Boston Public Health Commission. In this role, she had
executive responsibility for the establishment, design and organization of the new public health authority in Boston.
Shirley received a master’s in public health from Boston University School of Medicine and a master’s degree in
public administration from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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TIME SESSION LOCATION

WORKSHOP SERIES 2: SKILL BASED SESSIONS
(sessions repeated on Saturday)

11:30am - 12:45pm Ready For Your Glose-up? Ashlawn
Refining Your Gamera Interview Skills

What makes a great television appearance? Seventy percent of listening is done with the eyes and thirty percent with the
ears. Often, the messenger we see on camera says more with their physical delivery than with their actual words. In this
session, Media Strategist and Trainer Joel Silberman will teach the skills used by masterful actors on camera both in film and
television. The session will be interactive and experiential. Participants will have the opportunity to be trained on camera
and then watch their performance on video with feedback from Joel.

JOEL SILBERMAN

Mepia TaLent 2.0

Joel Silberman comes to political communications from a disciplined theatrical and musical
career and is now a widely respected communications strategist and media consultant for
progressive organizations and candidates. He serves as director of Media Talent 2.0, a media-
training program for new progressive political voices in Washington, DC. Silberman has
been a senior media fellow at the New Organizing Institute, senior consultant and creative
director for Media Matters for America, and is a recipient of the Kos Media Fellowship,
where he was media/message strategist for Markos Moulitsas and the DailyKos.com contributing editors. Other
clients include: People for the American Way Foundation, Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD),
Democracia USA, Center for Progressive Leadership, National Women’s Law Center, and the Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights. In addition to his media training, Silberman currently prepares progressive electoral candidates and
organization leaders for public speaking and media appearances.
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11:30am - 12:45pm Media in the 21st Gentury: Springwood 1
New Media and the “All of the Above” Strategy

Social media is all the rage, but an overwhelming number of voters continue to absorb most of their political information
via local TV news. With only so many hours in a day, where do you put your time and resources? This session will show
you how your constituents are consuming political information, and help you implement an “all of the above” strategy -- the
only way to wage a successful long-term media campaign. Discussion will include the use of social media, traditional media
and “all of the above” strategies, as well as how to revamp and redesign your press outreach to earn better media coverage
and exposure. You will also dissect new media efforts to analyze media markets. Last but not least, YEOs will review new
media disasters and how to avoid becoming an infamous internet sensation.

KEVIN CATE

KeviN CATE COMMUNICATIONS

Kevin Cate, recently named one of Florida’s rising political stars by the News Service of
Florida, runs Kevin Cate Communications, a political consulting and public relations firm in
Florida. His press experience includes serving as a regional communications director for the
Obama for America campaign, and managing press for three state agencies, two congressional
candidates, one statewide elected official, and one statewide candidate. Cate is an Emmy®,
Silver Anvil®, Telly® and Addy® award winner, and currently serves as an adjunct professor
at Florida State University, where he teaches earned media.

11:30am - 12:45pm The Next Level: Sagamore Hill
Fundraising for Higher Office

So you’ve raised money before, but are you ready to take it to the next level? Learn the skills and strategies necessary to
perfect and grow your fundraising operation. This session will discuss strategic planning, prospecting and networking,
attracting top level contributors, perfecting your pitch, harnessing new media and making important staffing decisions.

ADAM GOERS

FRIENDS OF MARTIN O’ MALLEY

Adam has worked on top-tier campaigns at every level of government and across every region
of the country. He currently serves as the National Finance Director for Maryland Governor
Martin O’Malley as well as a senior advisor to the Democratic Governors Association. As a
principal at Demo Strategies, Goers continues to help top state and federal campaigns organize
their fundraising operations, while also serving as a political director to top national donors
and helping them formulate their public engagement. Before starting Demo Strategies, Adam
served as the Midwest Finance Director on Hillary Clinton’s campaign for president. Before joining the Clinton
campaign, Mr. Goers served on a number of state & federal races including: Congressman Bruce Braley, Governor
Tim Kaine, Senator Tom Harkin & EMILY’s List. A native of Colorado and a graduate of Colorado State University,
Goers currently lives in Washington, DC.
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11:30am - 12:45pm omart Coalition Building dpringwood 2&3
to Greate More Progressive Communities

Elected officials with effective coalition-building skills add value to the position, their constituents, and the places they
serve. This workshop will highlight successful coalitions and identify the skills to build elected officials’ capacity to engage
in coalitions and partnerships in their home communities. The goals of the workshop include: creating S.M.A.R.T. goals,
researching and identifying partners, cultivating a relationship and taking action, sharing and celebrating success and
documenting the outcome. Through case studies, small group work, and leveraging personal and professional experiences,
YEOs will explore and build skills to be more effective progressive leaders in their communities.

GINA L. CALDER

New Haven BoArD oF ALDERMEN

Alderwoman Gina Calder, the youngest African American elected official in Connecticut,
began her term on the New Haven Board of Aldermen in 2008. She is the founder and
Chairman of the Dwight Central Management Team Youth Concerns Committee, with the
goal of exposing youth to positive experiences. Alderwoman Calder is also co-founder and an
executive committee member of The CALLED, a Connecticut-based organization of young
professionals of African descent that focuses on meeting the needs of the state’s urban areas.
She is an administrative fellow with the Yale New Haven Health System and a Connecticut Health Foundation
leadership fellow. She received her bachelor’s degree in psychology and MPH from Yale University.

KAREN LIOT HILL

Lesanon City GounciL

Karen Liot Hill is a City Councilor in Lebanon, New Hampshire. She was elected to represent
her ward in 2005, defeating an incumbent Councilor with nearly two-thirds of the vote. After
spearheading the city’s first-ever strategic planning effort in 2006, she was re-elected to the
ward seat in 2007. She was appointed by her colleagues on the Council to serve a one-year
term as Mayor in 2008, where she broke with tradition and served as a visible and active
mayor, advocating for the people of Lebanon with state and federal officials and focusing
on community outreach and engagement. In 2009, she was re-elected to the City Council—this time to an at-large
seat—with 76% of the vote. In addition to serving her community on the city council, she also sits on the boards of
WISE, a non-profit organization serving victims of domestic and sexual violence, and Vital Communities, which
seeks creative solutions to regional challenges. She is a member of the New Hampshire Democratic Party’s State
Committee and recently co-chaired the NHDP state convention.

ANGELA GARRETSON

HiLsioe City Councit

Councilwoman Angela R. Garretson is an at-large member of the Hillside City Council in New
Jersey. Prior to her election in 2009, Garretson was president of the School Board and served
as a member for the last five years, where she worked with students, parents, community
leaders, local and state government and non-profit organizations to preserve and strengthen
quality education in her community. Previously, Garretson worked for the Eagleton Institute
of Politics, as well as several community organizations and political campaigns. She graduated

from Syracuse University with Bachelor of Science in Business Communications and from Rutgers
2 01 University with a Masters in Public Policy and Administration. Garretson is currently obtaining her

PhD.
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LUNCH PLENARY

1:00pm - 2:15pm United States Secretary of Education, Grand Ballroom
The Honorable Arne Duncan

Under the leadership of President Barack Obama, there has been an unprecedented focus on investing in, improving and
sparking innovation in public education. This session will feature the United States Department of Education Secretary,
Arne Duncan, who will update YEOs on the effort to reauthorize ESEA (formerly known as No Child Left Behind) and other
initiatives of the current administration to prepare America’s students for college, career and life. He will also discuss the
roles that local and state level Young Elected Officials can play in these reforms. Expect this session to be interactive and
informative, as YEOs will have the opportunity to participate in a question and answer period with Secretary Duncan and
highlight what’s happening in communities across the nation.

ARNE DUNCAN
U.S. SEcreTARY OF EDucATION

Arne Duncan was nominated to be secretary of education by President Barack
Obama and was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on January 20, 2009.

In his confirmation hearings, Duncan said education is “the most pressing issue
facing America,” adding that “preparing young people for success in life is not
just a moral obligation of society” but also an “economic imperative.” Duncan
expressed his commitment to work under the leadership of President Obama and
with all those involved in education “to enhance education in America, to lift our
children and families out of poverty, to help our students learn to contribute to the
civility of our great American democracy, and to strengthen our economy by producing a workforce that can make
us as competitive as possible.”

Prior to his appointment as secretary of education, Duncan was appointed by Mayor Richard M. Daley to serve as
the chief executive officer of Chicago Public Schools (CPS). As CEO, Duncan’s mandate was to raise education
standards and performance, improve teacher and principal quality and increase learning options. In seven and a half
years, he united education reformers, teachers, principals and business stakeholders behind an aggressive education
reform agenda that included opening more than 100 new schools, expanding after-school and summer learning
programs, closing down underperforming schools, increasing early childhood and college access, dramatically
boosting the caliber of teachers and building public-private partnerships around a variety of education initiatives.

Prior to joining Chicago Public Schools, Duncan ran the non-profit Ariel Education Initiative, an education
foundation which helped fund college for a class of inner-city children under the I Have A Dream program. He was
part of a team that later started a new public elementary school built around a financial literacy curriculum, the Ariel
Community Academy, which today ranks among the top elementary schools in Chicago.
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TIME SESSION LOCATION
WORKSHOP SERIES 3: ISSUE POLICY SESSIONS

2:30pm - 4:00pm Repeated Sessions:
- Financial Access and Economic Opportunity  Sagamore Hill
- Renewable Energy Solutions Springwood 2&3
- The State Fiscal Situation Madison

2:30pm - 4:00pm Dare to DREAM: Surveying the dpringwood 1
Gurrent Immigration Reform Landscape

President Obama recently called the need for comprehensive immigration reform an economic, security and moral impera-
tive for the “millions who live in the shadows.” YEOs have a unique opportunity to make lasting, significant and progressive
change. While this is a national issue, policy shifts at the state and local level have a significant impact on the lives of im-
migrants. In this session, immigration policy experts will provide an overview of the current immigration reform landscape,
as well as share local and state policies that encourage integration, promote economic justice and growth, and protect the
rights of immigrants of all nationalities.

SUMAN RAGHUNATHAN

ProGRESSIVE STATES NETWORK

Suman Raghunathan, Immigration Policy Specialist with the Progressive States Network,
leads the organization’s work on immigration policy and has deep experience advancing
immigrant rights via grassroots, advocacy and policy organizations. The daughter of Indian
immigrants and the former Interim Executive Director of Chhaya Community Development
Corporation, Raghunathan’s expertise lies in crafting policy platforms and advocacy strategies.
She has also developed programs to engage immigrants in the electoral process at the NY
Immigration Coalition and OneAmerica, including managing the nation’s largest voter registration project for new
citizens. Most recently, Ms. Raghunathan was an immigration policy consultant, developing progressive policy
agendas for Demos and the Drum Major Institute. She holds a bachelor’s degree in international relations from
Brown University and a master’s degree in nonprofit management from Milano - The New School for Management
and Urban Policy.

JOANNE LIN
Awmerican GiviL LiserTies Union (ACLU)
Joanne Lin has served as legislative counsel with the ACLU Washington Legislative Office
since 2007. She works with Congress and executive agencies on a broad range of immigration
and human rights issues including racial profiling, state and local immigration enforcement,
access to higher education, immigration detention conditions, sexual assault in immigration
detention, immigration due process, access to counsel, border enforcement and excessive use
of force by border patrol. Prior to joining the ACLU, Lin directed immigration policy at
Legal Momentum’s Immigrant Women Program in Washington, DC. She was a principal drafter of the immigration
provisions of the Violence Against Women Act of 2005. Previously, she practiced immigration law at Van Der
Hout, Brigagliano & Nightingale, one of the nation’s premier immigration law firms and worked at Bay Area Legal
Aid. Lin also clerked for the Honorable Shirley S. Abrahamson, Chief Justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court.
She earned her JD from the New York University School of Law, MA from the Stanford School of

2 01 1 Education and BA from Stanford University.
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2:30pm - 4:00pm Corporate Power, Corporate Personhood, Ashlawn
and the Gorporate Gourt: A Discussion of
Citizens United and Its Aftermath

Over the past several years and continuing to the present, the dangerously conservative Roberts Court has regularly bent
the law, ignored precedent and turned logic upside-down in order to strike down Americans’ efforts to impose reasonable
checks on corporate power. Perhaps the most notorious example was last year’s Citizens United case, where a sharply
divided Supreme Court ruled that giant corporations have the same First Amendment rights as people to engage in political
speech. This had a deleterious impact on the 2010 elections. In this session, YEOs will learn about different efforts to amend
the Constitution — either to specifically reverse Citizens United or, more expansively, to abolish corporate personhood in
general. YEOs will also discuss remedial legislation that could mitigate the impact of the Supreme Court’s decisions short
of a constitutional amendment.

JOHN C. BONIFAZ

FREe SPEECH FOR PEOPLE

John Bonifaz is co-founder and director of Free Speech for People, a national, non-partisan
campaign seeking to restore democracy to the people through a constitutional amendment,
designed ensure that government represents the people’s interests, and not just corporations.
Bonifaz has worked as legal director of Voter Action, a national voting rights and election
integrity organization in the United States, and as executive director and general counsel of
the National Voting Rights Institute (NVRI). Bonifaz has been at the forefront of key voting
rights battles in the United States for nearly two decades—pioneering a series of court challenges that have helped
to redefine the campaign finance question as a basic voting rights issue of our time. He led the fight in the federal
courts for a recount of the 2004 presidential vote in Ohio, and prevailed in federal court in Pennsylvania on the eve
of the 2008 election to ensure that Pennsylvania voters would receive emergency paper ballots when they faced long
lines caused by voting machine breakdowns. Bonifaz is a 1992 cum laude graduate of Harvard Law School.

JAMIE RASKIN

MARYLAND STATE SENATE

Jamie Raskin is a state senator in Maryland and a professor of constitutional law at American
University’s Washington College of Law (WCL). A progressive state senator who came to
office in 2006 in a landslide upset victory against a 32-year incumbent in the primary, Senator
Raskin has twice been elected with more than 99% of the general election vote. Raskin
is the Director of WCL’s Program on Law and Government and an accomplished author.
Raskin’s books include Overruling Democracy: The Supreme Court versus the American
People (2003), a bestselling analysis of Bush v. Gore and right-wing judicial activism, and We the Students (3d ed.
2008), which examines cases affecting America’s students and has been called “the bible of the new movement for
constitutional literacy.” Raskin founded the Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project, which has sent more
than a thousand law students from various law schools into public high schools across the country to teach a course
in constitutional literacy. Raskin is also a Senior Fellow at People For the American Way.

KAITLIN SOPOCI-BELKNAP
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2:30pm - 4:00pm Corporations Are Not People: Ashlawn
Reclaiming Our Democracy and Our Gonstitution

Democracy UNLIMITED

Kaitlin Sopoci-Belknap is executive director of Democracy Unlimited, a community
organizing group located in Humboldt County, California. She grew up in Santa Fe, NM and
studied education and community at Hampshire College in Amherst, MA. In January 2004
she graduated from the New College of CA and received a BA degree in Culture, Ecology
and Sustainable Community. In November 2004 Sopoci-Belknap was elected to serve on the
Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District Board. She is the youngest member to serve in this
position, as well as the first woman to take this office. She was re-elected in 2008 and has
served as board president since 2009. She also serves on the Executive Committee of the Move to Amend campaign
that is working to amend the US Constitution to abolish corporate personhood.

GENERAL PLENARY

4:45pm - 6:00pm genior Advisor to the President, Grand Ballroom
David Plouffe

DAVID PLOUFFE
SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT

David Plouffe is senior advisor to President Obama. He assumed office in January
of this year, after running the Obama for American campaign in the historic 2008
election. Previously, he worked on numerous professional campaigns, beginning
with Senator Tom Harkin’s re-election campaign in 1990, as well as Deval
Patrick’s successful bid to be Massachusetts’ governor in 2006. He worked in
the private sector with colleague David Axelrod at AKPD Message and Media in
2003, where he ran Barack Obama’s successful Illinois Senate campaign. Other
positions that he has held include the director for the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee and Deputy Chief of Staff for Democrat leader of the
House, Dick Gephart.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 4

TIME SESSION LOCATION
WORKSHOP SERIES 4: SKILLS BASED SESSIONS
9:15am - 10:30am Repeated Sessions from Friday:

- Camera Interview Skills Ashlawn

- Media in the 21st Century Springwood 1

- Fundraising for Higher Office Sagamore Hill

- Smart Coalition Building Springwood 2&3

GENERAL PLENARY
11:00am - 12:30pm Leading from Your Progressive Values Grand Ballroom

National Convening participants will explore what kind of progressive political leaders they want to be. This interactive
plenary will help participants make sure their core values are represented in their work as elected leaders and as decision
makers. Furthermore, participants will be challenged to strengthen their leadership to become more effective leaders in the
broader progressive movement.

DANTE J. JAMES

CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP

Dante J. James is an attorney who has practiced criminal and civil litigation and worked as an
administrative hearing officer for the City and County of Denver. During most of the 1990s,
he performed advance work nationally and internationally for President and Mrs. Clinton. In
1998 he was appointed by Denver Mayor Wellington Webb to serve as executive director of
the Mayor’s Office of Contract Compliance, where he oversaw the contracting of minority,
women and disadvantaged business enterprises in city construction as well as the concession
program at Denver International Airport. James has been involved in community and political work for over 20
years and has a passion and commitment to educate and motivate communities toward greater political engagement.
He is a past president of the Sam Cary Bar Association, sits on several boards, and is immediate past Chair of
the Denver Mayor’s African American Advisory Commission. He is also the former Colorado State Director for
the Center for Progressive Leadership, where he oversaw statewide leadership training programs for community
activists and people interested in running for political office.

DAVID WOODWARD

CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP

Oakland County Commissioner Dave Woodward was elected to the Michigan House of
Representatives at the age of 22, making him one of the youngest ever elected. Commissioner
Woodward served three terms, the most allowed under Michigan’s term limits law. In 2004,
Woodward was elected to the Oakland County Commission, and he joined the Center for
Progressive Leadership. Commissioner Woodward also serves as president of Oakland Health
Plan, Inc. Woodward is a graduate of Wayne State University where he served as president of
the student council and received a B.S. in mathematics with a minor in economics.
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LUNCH PLENARY
12:45pm - 2:00pm SEIU President, Mary Kay Henry Grand Ballroom

Unions are currently facing unprecedented attacks, much to the detriment of American workers and their families. During
this plenary, the president of the Service Employees International Union, Mary Kay Henry, will help outline the historic
triumphs of organized labor, as well as provide insights and recommendations on strategies to both protect and grow the
labor movement in states and communities.

MARY KAY HENRY
Service EmpLoYEES INTERNATIONAL UNIoN (SEIU)

In 2010 Mary Kay Henry was unanimously elected to serve as International
Executive President of Service Employees International Union (SEIU), a 2.2
million-member union of health care workers. She was named one of the nation’s
“Top 25 Women in Healthcare” by Modern Healthcare in 2009. For nearly 30
years, Henry has represented health care workers at SEIU, where she helped lead
the fight to expand health care for millions of children and strengthen the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program. Henry has devoted her life to helping
America’s health care workers form unions, improve their jobs and the quality
of care, and advocate for a more rational and humane health care system. Henry
began working with SEIU in 1979 and rose to become a leader and chief health care strategist. She was elected to
the international executive board in 1996, and in June 2004 she was elected to serve as an international executive
vice president of SEIU, leading the union’s efforts to build a stronger voice for health care workers.

An active champion of health care reform, Henry envisions a U.S. health care system that provides universal
coverage and gives front-line caregivers a real voice in patient care. Recognizing that today’s global economy
demands a new and different model of labor-management relationships, Henry is leading a national effort by SEIU
to build new kinds of partnerships with hospital employers—partnerships that will improve the quality of patient
care, strengthen the hospital’s competitive performance and give workers a voice in decisions that affect care and
working conditions.
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TIME SESSION LOCATION

WORKSHOP SERIES 5: ISSUE POLICY SESSIONS

2:15pm - 3:45pm Talking About Choice: dpringwood 2&3
Fending Off Attacks on a Woman’s Right to Choose

The pro-choice community is facing one of the worst climates we have seen in years, and therefore, elected officials who
support a woman’s right to make her own reproductive decisions are also facing great challenges. This session will give
YEOs the information, tools, messaging and guidance they need to confidently fend off attacks and stand up for pro-choice
values. The session will include an overview for YEOs national trends and provide them with values-based messaging tools
on how to talk about reproductive rights as elected officials.

ANGIE BUHL

SouTH DAKOTA STATE SENATE

Senator Angie Buhl, 26, is a 4th-generation South Dakotan and has been active in the
progressive movement for five years. In 2010, Senator Buhl made history by becoming
the youngest woman ever elected to the South Dakota State Senate. In her first term in the
legislature, she fought for a variety of social justice issues including women’s rights, LGBT
rights, workers’ rights, immigrant rights and for a fair and open redistricting process. Senator
Buhl has consulted with a variety of non-profits, and currently works as the executive director
of a youth advocacy organization and serves on the board of NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota.

TISHAURA 0. JONES

Missourl House oF REPRESENTATIVES

Representative Tishaura Jones is currently serving her 2nd term in the Missouri House of
Representatives. She is the first African-American and the first woman in Missouri history to
hold the position of Assistant Minority Floor Leader. As a member of the leadership team, she
is the second in command among her party members of the Missouri House of Representatives.
Rep. Jones has a master’s degree in health administration from the Saint Louis University
School of Public Health and has a bachelor’s degree in finance from Hampton University. She
has more than ten years of healthcare experience working in hospitals and community health centers. Currently, she
is the Vice President of Public Finance at Blaylock, Robert, Van, LLC, the third largest minority-owned investment
banking firm in the county. She is the mother of one son, Aden.

NANCY KEENAN

NARAL Pro-CHoice AMERICA

A native of Montana, Nancy Keenan brings her experience as state legislator and statewide
elected official to her role as president of NARAL Pro-Choice America, a pro-choice political
organization with one million members and supporters across the country. The CBS Evening
News with Katie Couric, The New York Times and Talking Points Memo turn to Keenan as
a thoughtful, strategic voice of the pro-choice movement. The Detroit News described her as
both “forthright and politically savvy.” The American Prospect wrote that her organization’s
values-based pro-choice message is “a cunning strategy” that allows “pro-choice advocates to define the terms of the
debate.” Prior to becoming president of NARAL Pro-Choice America, Nancy served as a Montana state legislator
and state superintendent of public instruction. She ran a strong campaign for the U.S. House of Representatives
in 2000. She earned a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from Montana State University. She also has a
master’s degree in education administration from the University of Montana. Before seeking elected office, Nancy
taught children with disabilities in her hometown.

UniteoRebuildolnspire 0000000000000 00C0O0CO0CGOCOODS
29



SATURDAY, JUNE 4

TIME SESSION LOCATION

2:15pm - 3:45pm Voting Reform and Redistricting: Sagamore Hill
Meeting the Needs of an Increasingly
Mobile Electorate and Protecting Communities of Interest

Trainers from the Fair Elections Legal Network and the Southern Coalition for Social Justice will review some of the vot-
ing reform issues being seen across the country. The trainers will discuss how new voting-related legislation being pushed
in state legislatures are affecting various voting reform efforts. Particular emphasis will be paid to common election ad-
ministration issues that disenfranchise voters, as well as traditional laws and practices that no longer meet the needs of an
increasingly mobile electorate. Trainers will also discuss the impact of new laws and voting reform efforts on the redistrict-
ing process. The twin goals of the session are to help elected officials and their constituents overcome these challenges by
providing tips to ensure that voter registration and GOTV efforts account for likely obstacles and to recommend legislative
and administrative reforms.

MEGAN DONOVAN

Fair ELECTIONS LEGAL NETWORK

Megan Donovan is a staff attorney with the Fair Elections Legal Network. Ms. Donovan
began her career as a legislative advocate for the Center for Reproductive Rights and as a
consulting attorney for the Campaign Legal Center. She has interned and volunteered with
a variety of public interest organizations and has been published in the Arizona Journal of
International and Comparative Law (student note) and Frontera Norte (co-authored). She first
began working on voting rights issues as a legal intern with the Democracy Program at the
Brennan Center for Justice. Ms. Donovan is a 2002 graduate of Trinity College Dublin and obtained a J.D. and a
M.A. in Latin American studies from the University of Arizona in 2009. She has been a member of the New York
Bar since January 2010 and her admission to the D.C. Bar is pending.

ALLISON RIGGS

SouTHERN GOALITION FOR SocIAL JUSTICE

Allison Riggs is a staff attorney with the Southern Coalition for Social Justice in Durham,
North Carolina. Her primary areas of practice are redistricting and voting rights. Ms. Riggs
received her BS, MA and JD from the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida. She has
worked on a variety of voting rights issues, from redistricting to felony disenfranchisement.
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2:15pm - 3:45pm This Moment in the LGBT Movement Ashlawn

This session provides an overview of the state of the equality movement for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT)
Americans. What is the movement trying to achieve? What legal successes and challenges has the LGBT movement ex-
perienced over the past decade — and since the 2010 election? How is public and political support for LGBT people and
issues shifting? What are some observations about this unique moment in the history of the LGBT movement — and what
opportunities present themselves for advocates and policymakers going forward?

ANDREW LANE

JOHNSON FAmILY FOUNDATION

Andrew Lane is executive director of the Johnson Family Foundation, one of the leading
sponsors of the LGBT rights movement. Prior to joining JFF, he spent a decade as a grantmaker
and philanthropic advisor in the financial services industry. Lane’s activism began while he
was a student at Hamilton College, and continued when he co-founded one of the first LGBT
employee resource groups on Wall Street. His experience includes work as a volunteer for
the New York City LGBT Community Center and Lambda Legal; board member of Funders
for LGBTQ Issues, Movement Advancement Project, New York City Gay & Lesbian Anti-Violence Project, Palm
Center of the Williams Institute and the Queer Youth Fund; and board chair for the Paul Rapoport Foundation.

INEKE MUSHOVIC

MoveMENT ADVANGEMENT PROJECT

Ineke Mushovic is the executive director of the Movement Advancement Project (MAP), an
independent think tank that provides rigorous research, insight and analysis to help foster
equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people. Mushovic oversees MAP’s
policy analyses, LGBT movement analyses and all inquiries into issues of LGBT movement
communications. She is a former McKinsey & Company consultant with 18 years of strategy
and communications experience, including a successful stint as Vice President of Strategy for
a dot-com start-up and as chief strategist for an advertising agency. Mushovic’s nonprofit strategy work includes the
YWCA, the United Way and Impact on Education. She has consulted on LGBT issues since early 2005.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 4

TIME SESSION LOCATION

2:15pm - 3:45pm Filling the Gracks: Springwood 1
Critical Issues and Strategies
to Ensure an Excellent Education for All Students

This session features a panel of Teach For America alumni currently serving on school boards and in local and statewide
elected office. Panelists will discuss critical education reform issues and strategies for developing and passing legislation
to ensure that all children have the opportunity to attain an excellent education. This session will provide elected officials
with best practices and model legislation that they can bring back to their communities to advance education reform across
the country. It will also highlight strategies for building coalitions, working across the aisle, as well as bringing together
advocacy groups, constituents and unlikely allies to pass meaningful reform.

LESLIE COLWELL

Downtown Los ANGEeLEs NEIGHBORHOOD GOUNGIL

Leslie Colwell was elected to the Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council as an
Arts, Cultural, and Education Interests Director. On the Council, she serves as chairperson
of the Education Committee. Councilwoman Colwell works on Teach For America’s Public
Leadership Initiative, a national team that works to promote civic engagement and inspire
alumni to view leadership in the fields of politics, policy, and advocacy as accessible and
impactful. Prior to joining staff, she was a Teach For America corps member teaching 6th
grade math and science at Bethune Middle School in south Los Angeles. Originally from Denver, Colorado, Colwell
attended American University in Washington, D.C., where she rowed on the varsity crew team, lived abroad in
Madrid twice.

COURTNEY ENGLISH

ATLANTA BoARD OF EDUCATION

Courtney English sits on the Board of Education for Atlanta Public Schools, where he has
worked to eradicate the achievement gap for students since November 2010. English was
the first educator elected to the Board while teaching full-time, and will now represent the
city of Atlanta as the youngest member on the Atlanta Board of Education. Prior to being
elected, English served as grade-level chairperson, a member of the school’s Disciplinary
Committee was on the school’s initial design team. He has also received training from the
nation’s leading organizations for education services, such as the National Association of Social Studies Teachers,
Leadership for Ensuring Educational Equity and the National Association for Single-Sex Public Educators. English
is a member of the 2007 Atlanta Corps of Teach for America and now directs his efforts toward enhancing the
quality of education.

BILL FERGUSON

MARYLAND STATE SENATE

Bill Ferguson chose to make Baltimore his home in 2005, when he joined the Teach For

America program after graduating from Davidson College with a double major in political

science and economics. From 2005 to 2007, Ferguson taught U.S. history and U.S. government

to ninth and tenth graders in a breakout academy of one of Baltimore’s most challenged

high schools. Unsettled by the condition of the school’s infrastructure, midway through his

first year of teaching he reached out to Baltimore elected officials to advocate for facility
2 0 1 1 improvements for his students. Sen. Ferguson’s passion for progressive education reform led the

Baltimore City Council President’s Office to hire him as a part-time community liaison. In December
2006, he received a Distinguished Presidential Citation from the Council President for his superior

N ation al work in communities.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 4

TIME SESSION LOCATION

2:15pm - 3:45pm Filling the Gracks: Springwood 1
Critical Issues and Strategies
to Ensure an Excellent Education for All Students

ERIC ISHAM

LesLie PusLic ScHooLs Boarp oF EbucaTion

Elected to the Leslie Public Schools Board of Education in 2008, Eric Isham has served
as Trustee, Treasurer, and is now the board president. In his tenure on the board, he was
instrumental in offering Head Start, improving services for students with special needs,
revamping the contract negotiations process and rebuilding the board’s relationship with staff
and the community. Isham earned his master’s in public policy in 2010 from the Gerald R.
Ford School of Public Policy at the University of Michigan. He uses his policy degree and his
teaching experience as an Education Consultant with Red Cedar Solutions Group. Upon graduating from Defiance
College with a bachelor of science in integrated language arts and history, Isham joined Teach For America and
worked at Madison Shannon Palmer High School in Mississippi. After leaving the classroom, he returned to his
native Michigan to take a position as a recruitment director with Teach For America.

DAVID SCHAPIRA

ARIZONA STATE SENATE

David Schapira is a State Senator and the Senate Minority Leader in the State of Arizona.
He served two terms in the Arizona House of Representatives, having been first elected in
2006. Schapira’s focus at the Legislature is educating Arizona’s children. As a former public
school teacher, he knows the future of education in Arizona depends on investing in student
learning, reducing class sizes, paying teachers reasonable wages and working to make the
state’s universities leaders in higher education and research. A product of Arizona public
schools, Schapira also attended Arizona State University and Northern Arizona University before receiving his
bachelor’s degree in political science from The George Washington University in Washington, DC. Schapira served
as a public high school teacher in the Valley, as an aide to US Senator Tom Daschle in Washington, DC and as
manager of Terry Goddard’s 2002 campaign for Arizona Attorney General. In 2003, Schapira founded Democracy
Online Campaigns, a consulting business that designs websites and communication strategies for campaigns and
small businesses across the country.

WORKSHOP SERIES 6: THE STATE OF THE UNION

4:00pm - 5:30pm State of the State dagamore Hill
otate of the Gounty Springwood 2&3
otate of the ity Springwood 1
dtate of the Schools Ashlawn

This session will facilitate a round-table discussion between elected officials serving in the same level of office, with spe-
cific sessions for state, county, city, and school board.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 5

TIME SESSION LOCATION
WORKSHOP SERIES 7: SKILLS BASED SESSIONS

9:30am - 10:45am Young Elected Managers: opringwood 1
How to Manage and Train Your Staff

Drawing from James M. Kouzes and Barry Z. Posner’s book “The Leadership Challenge,” this session offers five key con-
cepts on how leaders can build relationships that encourage employees to strive for excellence in performance and produc-
tivity. This session will also offer generic points and legal issues to consider for hiring, disciplining and terminating staff or
volunteers.

ANGELA G. WHITAKER

CiTy OF TALLAHASSEE

Reverend Angela Whitaker serves as Aide to Tallahassee City Commissioner Andrew D.
Gillum and is a co-founder and minister with Peacemakers, Inc. She holds a bachelor’s and
master’s degree from Florida A&M University and a Doctorate of Religious Philosophy in
Christian Psychology from Jacksonville Theological Seminary. Whitaker earned her Certified
Public Supervisor and Manager designations from the Florida Center for Public Management
at Florida State University. She is an active member of the North Florida Chapter of the
Florida Society of Certified Public Managers. Whitaker has been employed with the City of Tallahassee for 24 years
and has served as Gillum’s aide since his election in 2003. Her previous roles include organizational development
consultant, employee relations analyst as well as supervisory posts and as administrative support staff. Whitaker is
the author of the book Rolling In Greatness.

9:30am - 10:45am dhaping Your Successors: dpringwood 2&3
Greating Youth Empowerment and
Leadership Development

This session will focus on identifying elements of organizations that are youth empowered. The session will begin by pre-
senting a national and international case study. It will also provide useful tips on how to organize and sustain a continuous
stream of youth involvement through outreach and civic engagement. These programs become a means to build life skills,
create a better community, and maintain the youth empowerment effort in any organization.

M. JANET CHIN
Garvey ScHooL Boarp
M. Janet Chin was elected to the Garvey School Board in 2007 and is currently serving a
second year as board president. She has served two years as a director on the Los Angeles
County School Trustees Association, is a U.S. Army Veteran and serves on the US Army
Los Angeles Recruiting Battalion Community Advisory Board. Chin is the founder and
president of the M. Janet Chin Youth Foundation, a 501(c)3 educational public charity that
empowers youth in low opportunity areas through after school enrichment, civic engagement,
service learning and leadership training. She is a member of PTA, a Neighborhood Watch Captain, a Sheriff Citizen
Academy graduate, a Citizen’s Academy graduate and part of the Community Emergency Response Team. Chin
is also a board member of CalSunshine Education, Inc., an American education center in China. She

2 01 1 lives in Rosemead, California with her husband and three sons.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 5

TIME SESSION LOCATION

9:30am - 10:45am Governing As a Progressive: Sagamore Hill
How to Compromise without Being GCompromised

This session will tackle three key issues facing elected officials. In the first part we will address the question: How do we
develop our own personal agenda? This will cover goal setting with progressive values, accountability, determining how
your personal agenda fits in the larger established agenda, and developing a multi-year/multi-term plan. We will also discuss
how to engage your constituency and build power in the community. Here we will discuss staying informed on their priori-
ties, advocating on issues that are important to the community and seeing elected office as an extension of the community.
Finally, we’ll discuss how to compromise without being compromised.

PEGGY FLANAGAN

WELLSTONE ACTION

Peggy Flanagan is the Director of the Native American Leadership Program and Deputy
Director of Training at Wellstone Action. A former member of the Young Elected Officials
Network, Flanagan is an enrolled member of the White Earth Nation and is Anishinaabe from
the Maiingan Dodem (Wolf Clan). Flanagan was elected to the Minneapolis School Board
in 2004 and was the first Native American and youngest individual to serve on that body.
She returned as an appointed member of the school board and served a second term in 2010.
Flanagan was the First Americans GOTV coordinator for the Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party on behalf
of the Barack Obama Campaign for Change and Al Franken for Senate campaigns in 2008. In 2008, she was
recognized by the Minnesota Jaycees as one of Ten Outstanding Young Minnesotans. Flanagan was also named one
of the “Top 100 Most Influential People in Minnesota Politics” by Campaigns & Elections Magazine in 2010. She
received her degree in American Indian studies and child psychology from the University of Minnesota in 2002.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 5

TIME SESSION LOCATION

9:30am - 10:45am National Security Communications: Ashlawn
Effectively Connecting through
Emotion and Non-Verbal Gues

National Security Communication is a program designed to enable young leaders to communicate their views on national
security to their constituents in a credible and effective way. It attempts to combat the impression that progressives are weak
on national security by teaching young progressive policymakers how to conduct themselves effectively with regard to na-
tional security. The presentation stresses the importance of emotional connection to the constituents, as well as methods for
good nonverbal communication and media interviews. In the first segment of NSC, the presentation deals with talking to
people who disagree with or are ambivalent about the elected official’s opinion or policy, using the counterintuitive process
of emphasizing feelings over facts and values over policies in order to persuade. The section on nonverbal communication
is a lesson in how to project strength without being aggressive. In dealing with media interviews, our program discusses
various strategies for communicating effectively and likably in front of an audience.

MICHAEL MOSCHELLA

TrumAN NATIONAL SECURITY PROJECT

Michael Moschella currently serves as political director for the Truman National Security
Project, primarily managing political training programs. With the Truman Project, he has trained
hundreds of elected officials, candidates for federal, state, and local office, Congressional
staffers, political consultants, and progressive activists. Recently, Moschella launched the
Truman Project Partners, a first-of-its-kind national security training program specifically for
campaign and advocacy professionals. He previously served as a leading campaign consultant
with specific expertise in large-district voter targeting, grassroots field mobilizations and online political organizing.
Moschella has consulted with and managed Congressional campaigns in Florida and Massachusetts, a Gubernatorial
race in Massachusetts and state-level races in both California and Massachusetts. In 2004 and 2005, he worked with
the New Democrat Network (NDN) on a variety of projects including: creation of the New Politics Institute, a think
tank for new political strategy; NDN Hispanic Project, then the largest Spanish-language political ad campaign in
U.S. history; Restoring America’s Promise campaign, which promoted progressive values in red states; and NDN-
PAC, a fundraising organization for 40 U.S. Representatives and 18 Senators.
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SUNDAY, JUNE 5

TIME SESSION LOCATION
GENERAL PLENARY

11:00am - 1:00pm Progressive Messaging with Grand Ballroom
Celinda Lake

What elected officials say often represents what they stand for, and comes to define their work and public image. Therefore, it
is imperative that they frame their message strategically and appropriately. In this general plenary, pollster Celinda Lake will
discuss how to effectively talk about progressive issues in a way that resonates best with the American public — particularly
about the economy, job creation, unions, health care and good government. Additionally, there will be a discussion of recent
polling, research and the types of messaging language YEOs should be using in their communities.

CELINDA LAKE
Lake RESEARCH PARTNERS

Celinda Lake is one of the nation’s leading political strategists. Her firm, Lake
Research Partners, is known for cutting-edge research on issues including the
economy, health care, the environment and education. She has worked for many
organizations including the White House Project, AFL-CIO, SEIU, Human Rights
Campaign, EMILY’s List, the Kaiser Family Foundation and the Democratic
National Committee.

Since its formation, Lake Research Partners has become one of the most
respected polling firms in the country. Lake Research Partners has a long history
of successful initiative campaigns. In 2008 Lake polled in California to beat parental notification initiatives three
times in a row. In 2006 she helped with successful minimum wage campaigns in five states and was the pollster on
the first successful effort to defeat an anti-gay marriage initiative in Arizona.

Lake has a long record of defeating incumbents and was an integral part of the successful partisan effort to take
control of the House of Representatives in 2006. She is one of the nation’s foremost experts on electing women
candidates and on framing issues to women voters. She is renowned for her groundbreaking research on single
women voters and has helped elect numerous female candidates, including Senator Barbara Mikulski, former
Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano, Senator Blanche Lincoln, Patricia Madrid (the first Hispanic woman Attorney
General in New Mexico) and Senator Carol Moseley-Braun.

Prior to forming Lake Research Partners, Lake was partner and vice president at Greenberg-Lake. Her earlier
experience includes serving as political director of the Women’s Campaign Fund, research director at the Institute
for Social Research in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and as policy analyst for the Subcommittee on Select Education.
Lake holds a master’s degree in political science and survey research from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor
and a certificate in political science from the University of Geneva in Switzerland. She received her undergraduate
degree from Smith College in Massachusetts.
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YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

DANIELLE IMANI ASAKO ADAMS

SoiL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT SUPERVISOR

DurHAM, NoRTH CAROLINA

Danielle Imani Asako Adams is a senior at North Carolina Central University pursing a degree
in Political Science with minors in German and Music. In 2008, at the age of 24, she became
the youngest elected official in Durham County, garnering 46 percent of the vote as the Durham
County Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor. Prior to holding elected office, she
served as HBCU Caucus Chair and as Director of Membership for the North Carolina Federation
of College Democrats. In addition, Supervisor Adams serves as a member of NCCU’s College
Democrats Chapter, Political Science Club, the NCCU NAACP, and the NCCU Civic Engagement Task Force. Supervisor
Adams has worked with the International Affairs Council and the Middle East Partnership Initiative of the U.S. Department
of State, hosting a delegation of eight Middle Eastern women from the nations of Yemen, Morocco, Lebanon, and Saudi
Arabia.

MARCUS AFZALI

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

CoLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND

Marcus Afzali was elected to the College Park City Council in 2009, when he successfully defeated
two incumbents and received 73% of the vote in an election marked by unusually high voter turn
out. Afzali was the first student ever to run a successful race for the College Park City Council. He
received a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from California State University, Northridge and
has a Masters Degree in International Relations from the University of Maryland. Councilman
Afzali currently works as a 401k specialist for T. Rowe Price. He has initiated a monthly event
to promote shopping locally in College Park, which brings people together from throughout the city with guest speakers
ranging from local elected officials to Minority Whip Steny Hoyer.

FELIPE AGREDANO- LOZANO

County CoMMISSIONER

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Felipe Agredano-Lozano is currently serving on the Los Angeles County Commission on Human
Relations, where he has served as President of the Board. Agredano-Lozano was a Teaching
Fellow at Harvard before returning to his native state of California, where he served as an aide to
State Sen. Rev. Dr. Jack Scott. Commissioner Agredano-Lozano has served on numerous boards,
including the Muscular Dystrophy Association and the California Latino Legislative Caucus
Madrinas & Padrinos Program. He previously served as President of The UC Berkeley Chicano
Latino Alumni and of the Eastside Democratic Club, which represented the greater East Los Angeles area and honored
him as““Democrat of the Year.” The government of Spain named him “Young Hispanic American Leader” in 2001, and the
California State Legislature presented him with a California State Resolution in 2008. Agredano-Lozano holds a Master’s
degree from Harvard University and studied religion at Oxford University.
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YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

JAMES ALBIS

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

East Haven, CoNNECTICUT

James Albis was elected to the Connecticut General Assembly in 2010 to represent his home town
of East Haven. He has most recently worked as the Community Development Coordinator for
the town of East Haven, where he served as administrator of the town’s Housing Rehabilitation
Program handled other grant-funded programs, such as the Summer Youth Employment Program,
and fielded complaints related to the town’s anti-blight ordinance. Prior to heading East Haven’s
Urban Renewal & Community Development Office, Rep. Albis worked in the East Haven
community in a variety of ways, including tutoring and serving as an instructor with the Yellowjacket Marching Band. He
also worked for Yale University’s Office of Development as a Human Resources Assistant. Rep. Albis has also served as a
member of the East Haven Democratic Town Committee.

MICAH ALI

Boarp oF Epucation MEMBER

CompToN, GALIFORNIA

Micah Ali was elected to the Compton Unified School District Board of Trustees in 2007. The
CUSD jurisdiction includes communities for Compton, East Rancho Dominguez, Enterprise, Mona
Park, North Carson, Rosewood, Stevenson Village, West Rancho Dominguez and Willowbrook.

BEN ALLEN

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

Santa Monica, CALIFORNIA

In November 2008, in his first run for public office, Ben Allen won more votes than any other local
candidate in Santa Monica and Malibu, and is now the youngest member of the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District’s Board of Education. Currently an attorney with Bryan Cave
LLP, he previously served as Student Regent on the University of California’s Board of Regents,
a judicial clerk at the United Nations’ International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, Press Secretary
to Rep. Jose Serrano (D-NY), and a press team member for the DCCC and Democratic National
Convention in 2004 He is a member of the California Democratic State Convention , serves on the Executive Board of the
Santa Monica Democratic Club, and is a senior fellow with the human rights organization Humanity in Action. He has a
bachelor’s degree from Harvard, a master’s degree from Cambridge University and a law degree from UC Berkeley.

TIFFANY ALSTON

StaTE DELEGATE

LaNHAM, MARYLAND

Tiffany Alston was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates in November 2010, representing
Prince George’s County. Alston currently serves on the House Judiciary Committee. In addition
to her legislative duties, Delegate Alston is the founder and principal of Alston Law Office.
She formerly served as an AmeriCorps teacher, Chief of Staff for the Maryland Division of
Corrections, Chairperson for the Correctional Reform section of the Maryland State Bar, President
of the Maryland Black Women’s Bar Association and Treasurer of the J. Franklin Bourne Bar
Association.
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YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

JEFF ANDERSON

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

DuLutH, MINNESOTA

Jeff Anderson was elected to the Duluth City Council At Large in 2007. He has served on the
Duluth Economic Development Authority Commission since 2008. In 1994 and 1995, he worked
for CBS newsman Charles Kuralt at WELY Radio in Ely, Minnesota. Anderson went on to work
for KDLH-TV as a production assistant and reporter-intern. He also was a morning show deejay
on WWAX-FM (92.1 KISS FM), and has worked as an advertising executive and general sales
manager for Duluth’s Red Rock Radio Corporation. Councilman Anderson is also a veteran of the
Minnesota Army National Guard, having served in units in Bemidji and Duluth.

JESSE ARREGUIN

City COUNGILMEMBER

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

In 2008, Jesse Arreguin was elected by the voters of District 4 to represent them on the Berkeley
City Council. Councilman Arreguin is the first Latino to be elected to the council and is the youngest
councilmember in recent memory. He brings years of experience as an activist and public official
to the city council, previously having been appointed to the Housing Advisory Commission and
elected to serve as chair of the Rent Stabilization Board. He attended the University of California,
Berkeley.

SHANNON AUGARE

STATE SENATOR

BrowNING, MONTANA

Shannon Augare was elected in 2010 to serve Senate District 8 in the Montana State Senate.
Previously, from 2007 through 2010, he served in the Montana House of Representatives. In the
state House, Sen. Augare was Chairman of the Law and Justice Interim Committee, a member of the
Business and Labor Standing Committee, the Federal Relations, Energy, and Telecommunications
Standing Committee, and the Rules Standing Committee. Sen. Augare serves as vice-chairman of
the National Caucus of Native American State Legislators. He is a former member of the National
Community Tax Coalition.

ANDY BALL

TowN COUNCILMEMBER

Boone, NorTH CAROLINA

Andy Ball has served on the Boone Town Council since 2009. Councilman Ball serves on
the YDNC National Committee at Young Democrats of America. He is also a member of the
Executive Committee of the North Carolina Democratic Party and is President of the Watauga
County Young Democrats. Prior to holding office, he was a resident member of the Boone Board
of Adjustment and a member of the Academic Policies and Procedures Committee at Appalachian
State University.

JOSUE BARRIOS

Mavor

CupaHy, CA

Mayor Josue Barrios has been serving as Mayor of the city of Cudahy, California since being
elected in 2009.
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SEAN BECKER

MAyOR-ELECT

BozemaN, MONTANA

Sean Becker currently serves as Mayor-Elect & Deputy Mayor of Bozeman, the fourth largest
city in Montana and the regional leader in tourism, business & population growth. Mayor-Elect
Becker graduated from Denison University, taught English in Nepal, served as a city fire fighter,
studied statistics in graduate school and worked as an economic development analyst before being
elected to the Bozeman City Commission in 2005.

ALEX M.BEJARANO

COUNCILMEMBER

WELLTON, ARIZONA

Alex M. Bejarano serves on the Wellton, Arizona City Council. Elected to the council at age 19,
he is currently the youngest elected official in Arizona. Councilman Bejerano’s current priorities
include keeping all of the city’s employees in their jobs, ensuring public safety and maintaining
the town’s water treatment facility. He attends Arizona Western College.

BRYGCE BENNETT

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

MissouLa, MoNTANA

Bryce Bennett is the youngest member of and the first openly gay man elected to the Montana
legislature. Bennett works as a community organizer for Forward Montana, a nonprofit that works
to “train, organize, and elect the next generation of progressive leaders.” In the past he has worked
on congressional, statewide and issue-based campaigns and served as the federation president of
the Montana College Democrats. Rep. Bennett works to protect the fundamental right to vote
and successfully passed legislation in 2011 to make the voting process more accessible to all
Montanans.

DAVID BERGART

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

VicToR, IpaHO

Serving in his third year on the Victor City Council, David Bergart has continued with a smart
growth approach towards planning. He has focused on creating a vibrant downtown while
protecting surrounding open spaces. Councilman Bergart was instrumental in securing a two-
year grant that helped change the way planning in the city works by focusing on citizen involvement
and bridging divisions. In addition to his council duties, he helped start the nonprofit Victor Velo,
whose mission is to promote healthy lifestyles and economic development through cycling. For
the last eight years, Councilman Bergart has managed the local crisis shelter for troubled teens.
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YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

MARIA ANTONIA BERRIOS

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

CHicaco, ILLiNoIs

Maria Antonia “Toni” Berrios is serving her fifth term in the Illinois General Assembly as
Chicago’s Northwest Side Representative. Berrios is the first Puerto Rican woman to serve in
the Illinois House of Representatives. She serves on six committees and is the Chairperson of
the Consumer Protection Committee and a member of the Executive Committee. She is also a
member of the Insurance; Mass Transit and International Trade and Commerce; and Tourism and
Conventions committees, and serves as co-chair of the Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus. Rep.
Berrios is a member of National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials and the National Hispanic Caucus
of State Legislators. She is also a member of the National Foundation for Women Legislators and serves as Secretary for the
Board of Hispanic Caucus Chairs.

SHIRA BLATT

NEIGHBORHOOD GOUNCILMEMBER

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Shira Blatt has served on the Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council since September
2010.

ANDERS BLEWETT

STATE SENATOR

GREAT FaLLS, MONTANA

Anders Blewett was elected to the Montana House of Representatives in 2008 and to the Montana
State Senate, representing Great Falls, in 2010. Sen. Blewett graduated cum laude from Harvard
University in 2003 with a degree in government. He accepted a post-graduate Presidential
Internship at the American University in Cairo, Egypt, where he spent a year working on issues
related to sustainable desert agricultural. In 2007, he earned a juris doctorate with honors
from the University of Montana School of Law. He currently practices civil litigation in Great
Falls, Montana, where he specializes in representing injured individuals against insurance companies and other corporate
tortfeasors.

THOMAS BOISVERT

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHineToN, D.C.

Thomas Boisvert is currently serving as the District 1A Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner
in Washington, D.C.
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CHRIS BRAUN

Rent Boarp GomMISSIONER

Santa Monica, CALIFORNIA

Chris Braun is Chair of the elected Rent Control Board for the City of Santa Monica. At the state
level, Commissioner Braun is an Executive Board Member of the California Democratic Party in
the 415 Assembly District. At a club level, he is President of the Santa Monica Democratic Club
and Immediate Past President of Stonewall Young Democrats. Braun is active with the California
Chiropractic Association of which he is the Legislative Key Doctor for the Santa Monica District.
He is a past fellow and current advisory board member of NLC LA and a partner with the Truman
National Security Project. A Wisconsin native, he obtained his B.S. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Medical
Microbiology & Immunology. After undergrad, he earned his Doctor of Chiropractic from Northwestern Health Sciences
University. Currently, he is in private practice in Los Angeles.

AISHA BRAVEBOY

StaTE DELEGATE

PriNcE GEORGE’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

Delegate Aisha N. Braveboy was elected to represent the 25th Legislative District in the Maryland
General Assembly in 2006. She served on the House Economic Matters Committee, as well as the
Business Regulations, Consumer Protection, and Alcoholic Beverage Subcommittees. Delegate
Braveboy is the 2nd vice chair for the Legislative Black Caucus of Maryland, chair of the Prince
George’s County Delegation Bi-County Committee for Water, Sewer, and Transportation, and
a member of the Maryland Women’s Caucus. She is also a private practice lawyer, with a focus
on real estate, condo/homeowners associations, and corporate law. Delegate Braveboy is a graduate of the University of
Maryland at College Park and Howard University School of Law.

OSCAR BRAYNON 11

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Miami GARDENS, FLORIDA

Oscar Braynon II was elected to the Florida Legislature to represent House District 103 in March
2008. In July 2003, at the age of 26, he was elected to serve as a City Councilman in Miami
Gardens, Miami-Dade County’s third-largest city. He made history by becoming one of the
youngest politicians ever elected in Miami-Dade County. On June 27, 2005, he was unanimously
appointed Vice Mayor of the City of Miami Gardens. He has served as the Executive Director
of the “Arrive with Five” statewide voter education campaign, educating and registering
voters. He has also served as a City of Miami Summer Youth Employment Counselor, providing pre-employment training
to disadvantaged youth. Rep. Braynon serves as a Governmental Consultant for the Pittman Law Group. He is a graduate
of Florida State University.

ALEX BRELAND

ScHooL COUNCILMEMBER

CHicaco, ILLiNoIs

Alex Breland was elected as a Chicago Public Schools local school council member in 2010. After
graduating from the University of Pennsylvania, he joined Teach For America and taught in New
Orleans and Chicago. Breland entered law school at the Chicago-Kent College of Law and upon
graduating joined the law firm of Hinshaw & Culbertson, LLP, where he currently practices labor,
employment and school law.
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YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

SHANE BRINTON

City COUNCILMEMBER

ARcaTA, CALIFORNIA

Shane Brinton was first elected to office at the age of 18, when he won a hotly contested seat on
the local school board, defeating a wealthy developer and a number of other candidates. He now
serves on the Arcata City Council, to which he was elected in 2008. During his time in office he
has been an outspoken advocate for working people, environmental sustainability, civil liberties
and homeless services. Councilman Brinton has helped to elect other progressives to local office
as a campaign coordinator and political advisor. He also serves as an elected delegate for the
California Democratic Party.

ALAN BROCK

County CoMMISSIONER

CrawFORDVILLE, FLORIDA

Alan Brock, 28, was elected to the Wakulla County Commission in November 2008. He is President
of the Florida Young Democrats and Executive Director of Whole Child Leon. Commissioner
Brock began his public service career as a spokesperson for the Original Florida ‘Truth’ anti-
tobacco campaign, which went on to become a model for the nation. He continued to work in
public health advocacy while attending Florida State University in Tallahassee, FL. He then went
on to work at the Florida Democratic Party as the North Florida and Youth Outreach Director. In
2006, Alan was the North Florida Field Director for the Vote Yes on 4 campaign, also known as “Floridians for Youth
Tobacco Education.” In his current position as Executive Director of Whole Child Leon, he helps connect families of young
children with the resources that they need in their communities.

ANGIE BUHL

STATE SENATOR

Sioux FaLLs, SoutH DakoTa

Angie Buhl, 26, represents Sioux Falls in the South Dakota State Senate. In 2010, Sen. Buhl made
history by becoming the youngest woman ever elected to the South Dakota State Senate. In her
first term in the legislature, as part of a 5-30 minority, she fought for a variety of social justice
issues, including women’s rights, LGBT rights, workers’ rights, immigrants’ rights, and a fair and
open redistricting process. Sen. Buhl currently works as the executive director of a youth advocacy
organization, and has consulted with a variety of nonprofits, including pro-choice organizations.
Buhl is a 4th-generation South Dakota native and has been active in the progressive movement for five years.

DWIGHT M. BULLARD

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Miami, FLORIDA

Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and raised in the Richmond Heights community in Miami,
Florida, Rep. Dwight Bullard serves in the Florida Legislature, following in the footsteps of his
parents, Florida State Senator Larcenia Bullard and former Florida State Representative Edward
Bullard. Rep. Bullard was a teacher at Coral Reef Senior High School in Miami from 2000 until
he was sworn into office in 2008. He received a bachelor of science in History Education from
Florida A&M University.
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EDWARD BURROUGHS

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

TempLE HiLLs, MaryLAND

Edward Burroughs III serves on the Board of Education of Prince George’s County, Maryland.
Burroughs was the first student in the county’s history to be elected to serve a second term on Board
of Education. Since taking office, he has served as a strong advocate for student achievement and
student activism. He believes that all students can excel with the proper support, guidance and
resources. As Student Board Member, Edward has fought relentlessly to close the achievement
gap by ensuring program equity within the county.

GINA L. CALDER

ALDERWOMAN

New Haven, CoNNECTICUT

Gina Calder, who began her term on the New Haven Board of Aldermen in 2008, is the youngest
African American elected official in Connecticut. She founded and chairs the Dwight Central
Management Team Youth Concerns Committee, which aims to expose youth to positive
experiences. Alderwoman Calder is also a founder and executive committee member of the
CALLED, a Connecticut-based organization of young professionals of African descent that
focuses on meeting the needs of the state’s urban areas. She is an administrative fellow with the
Yale New Haven Health System, a Connecticut Health Foundation leadership fellow and a member of the New Haven Ward
2 Democratic Committee. She received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and an M.P.H. from Yale University.

REVEREND KARIM CAMARA

AsSEMBLYMAN

BrookLyn, NEw York

Karim Camara was elected in 2006 to the New York State Assembly, where he represents the over
135,000 residents of the 43rd Assembly District in Brooklyn. He served as the New York State
Faith Director of Senator Barack Obama’s 2008 Democratic primary campaign and was one of the
first New York state elected officials to endorse Sen. Obama’s candidacy. Assemblyman Camara is
Executive Pastor of First Baptist Church of Crown Heights, Brooklyn. He received his Bachelor
of Arts in English Literature and Chemistry from Xavier University in Louisiana. While attending
Xavier, he participated in the Biomedical Science Scholars Program at Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee.
He received a Masters of Divinity from the New York Theological Seminary and has also studied at Alfred University,
Fordham University and Wesley Theological Seminary.

APRIL CAPONE

Mavor

East Haven, CoNNECTICUT

April Capone was elected to her first term as Mayor in 2007 at the age of 32. A newcomer to the
Democratic Town Committee, she mounted a successful campaign to beat a 10 year incumbent by
25 votes, becoming the first woman and youngest person ever elected in the Town of East Haven
and the youngest woman ever elected to the office of Mayor in the state of Connecticut. Mayor
Capone continues to serve as CEO of a municipality of 29,000 residents, 1,000 employees and an
$85 million budget. She also holds the position of Associate Fellow at Branford College at Yale
University, and has been appointed to the Boards of Directors of Donate Life CT and the Permanent Commission on the
Status of Women. She also serves as an adjunct professor of Political Science at Gateway Community College.
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DAVID CARLUCCI

STATE SENATOR

CrarksTowN, NEw YORK

David Carlucci was elected Senator for New York’s 38th district in November 2010, becoming
the youngest member of the state Senate. Sen. Carlucci previously served three terms as Town
Clerk of Clarkstown, where he advanced the town’s technological infrastructure by digitizing
hundreds of thousands of records, improved accessibility to local government by staggering office
hours and created a “mobile office” which brought town clerk services directly to the citizens. In
May 2009, Carlucci was named one of the nation’s top 100 Information Technology Leaders by
Innovation Generation.

JOE CARN

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

CoLLEGE PARK, GEORGIA

Joe Carn was elected to the College Park City Council in 2006, becoming the city’s youngest
elected official. Listed as one of Georgia Informer’s 40 under 40, Councilman Carn currently
oversees $1.2 billion in new development and construction. He serves on the board of directors for
Concerned Black Clergy, and is the youngest board member of NOISE, the National Organization
to Insure a Sound Environment. He also serves locally as Chairman of the LSAC School Board and
volunteers with nonprofits Metamorphasis Inc. and Lift Community Development. Joe attended
B.E. Mays High School and completed graduate studies at Harvard University’s JFK School of Government. As a devoted
father and author, he is currently finishing his second book. In his spare time, he enjoys music and bike riding.

ADAM CARRANZA

Boarp oF EbucaTion MEMBER

EL MonTE, CALIFORNIA

Adam Carranza serves as Clerk of the Mountain View Board of Education in El Monte, California.
At 23, he is the youngest person ever elected to his seat. Carranza’s focus has been addressing the
needs of English Language Learners. Currently, he works as a Research Assistant at the University
of Southern California, where he works on HIV prevention among Black MSM and homeless
youth.

CHRIS CARTER Il

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

St. Louts, Missouri

Chris Carter III represents part of St. Louis City (District 61) in the Missouri House of
Representatives. In addition to his legislative duties, Rep. Carter works as the Director of Intake
for West End Clinic in St. Louis. He has previously worked as the Director of Community
Affairs for the 61st District; District Assistant to Senator Jeff Smith; and field organizer for U.S
Senator Claire McCaskill. Rep. Carter is a member of Young Democrats, NAACP, NSBE, 100
Black Men, St. Louis C.A.N., NCCIJ and the Paula J. Carter Foundation. He also serves as a
mentor for Big Brothers Big Sisters and is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. Rep. Carter received a bachelor’s
degree in computer science from Alabama A&M University. He is a lifelong resident of the 61st legislative district.
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MELVIN W. CARTER IlI

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

SaINT PauL, MINNESOTA

Melvin W. Carter III is the youngest member of the Saint Paul City Council. Since his election in
2007, Carter has sponsored and passed legislation to tackle some of his community’s most urgent
issues, including forming a Department of Human Rights & Equal Economic Opportunity. He
serves as Founder and Director of Urban Embassy, and Minnesota State Director for the Young
Elected Officials Network. He has trained community organizers and candidates in 25 states in
affiliation with several local and national organizations, including Wellstone Action, People for
the American Way Foundation, United States Student Association, Progressive Majority and the Harvard Black Policy
Conference. A native of Minnesota, Councilman Carter attended Florida A&M University.

JOSE CASTANEDA

Boarb oF Epucation

SALINAS, CALIFORNIA

José Castafieda is currently serving as President of the Alisal Union School District Board of
Trustees in Salinas, California.

MARIA CHAPPELLE-NADAL

STATE SENATOR

University City, Missounl

Maria Chappelle-Nadal was elected in 2010 to represent part of St. Louis County in the Missouri
Senate, after serving three terms in the state House. She previously served as Director of
Communications for Lt. Governor Joe Maxwell and as Missouri’s Senior Advocate. As Senior
Advocate, she successfully helped shepherd legislation including the Senior Care and Protection
Act of 2003 and the Missouri Senior Rx Generic Drug Rebate. She is a member of NOBEL/
Women, the National Foundation of Women Legislators, the National Hispanic Council of State
Legislators and the Missouri Legislative Black Caucus, and is a director on the University City School Board.

JANET CHIN

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER

RosemEeaD, CALIFORNIA

Janet Chin was elected to the Garvey School Board in Rosemead, California in 2007 and has been
serving as Board President for the past two years. She has served two years as a Director on the
Los Angeles County School Trustees Association, is a U.S. Army veteran and serves on the U.S.
Army Los Angeles Recruiting Battalion Community Advisory Board. Chin is the Founder and
President of the M. Janet Chin Youth Foundation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit youth educational charity
that empowers youth in low growth/low opportunity areas through after school enrichment, civic
engagement, service learning and leadership training. She is member of PTA, a Neighborhood Watch Captain, a Sheriff
Citizen Academy graduate, a Citizen’s Academy graduate, and a member of the Community Emergency Response Team.
She is also a Board Member of CalSunshine Education Inc, which runs American Schools in China.
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VICTOR CIRILO

TowN CouNciLMAN

WEesT ORaNGEe, NEw JERSEY

Victor Cirilo currently serves on the Town Council for West Orange, New Jersey. Cirilo has also
served as the Chief of Staff to State Assemblyman and West Orange Mayor John F. McKeon
for four years, helping craft legislation and developing a familiarity with statewide issues and
how they affect local governments. He began his West Orange public service career as a Board
Member of the Watchung Heights Neighborhood Revitalization Committee in 1999. This was
followed by an appointment to the Board of Trustees of the Public Library and a term as its
Chairman. Councilman Cirilo continues to serve the community library as a Trustee and also serves as the Chairman of the
West Orange Valley Neighborhood Revitalization Committee, where he is working to revitalize the most historic part of
town through partnerships and a grant from the New Jersey Department of Community A ffairs.

RYAN COLTON

City COUNGILMEMBER

TaunToN, MASSACHUSETTS

Ryan C. Colton was elected to the Taunton Municipal Council in November 2009. During his
tenure on the Council, Colton has led the fight to keep jobs in Taunton and to promote economic
growth and small businesses. Colton received a B.A. in Political Science fromBucknell University
in Lewisburg, Penn. in 2004. During college, he interned for Sen. Ted Kennedy and became
involved in many political campaigns. Colton received a J.D. from New England Law-Boston in
2007. While in law school, he was the District Director for State Senator Marc R. Pacheco.

LESLIE COLWELL

NEiGHBORHOOD GOUNCILMEMBER

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Leslie Colwell was elected to the Downtown Los Angeles Neighborhood Council (an advisory
body to the L.A. City Council) as an Arts, Cultural, and Education Interests Director. On the
Council, she serves as the Education Committee Chair. Councilwoman Colwell works with Teach
For America’s Public Leadership Initiative, a national team that promotes civic engagement and
inspires alumni to take on leadership positions. Prior to joining TFA’s staff, she was a TFA corps
member teaching 6th grade math and science at Bethune Middle School in south Los Angeles.
Originally from Denver, Colorado, Colwell attended American University in Washington, D.C., where she rowed on the
varsity crew team, lived abroad in Madrid twice, and graduated Summa Cum Laude with majors in Political Science and
Public Communication.

ALEXANDER CORNELL DU HOUX

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Brunswick, Maine

Alexander Cornell du Houx serves the people of Brunswick in Maine’s House of Representatives.
He is chair of the Veterans Caucus, vice-chair of the National Council of State Legislatures’ Energy
and Agriculture Committee, and sits on the Criminal Justice and Energy, Utilities and Technology
Committees. He is a member of the National Council of Environmental Legislatures, the Coalition
of Legislators for Energy Action Now, and the DNC Youth Council, and is vice-chair of the DNC
Veterans Council. He attended Bowdoin College as a Mitchell Scholar and later joined the Marine
Reserves and in 2002 was deployed to Iraq with the Marines’ Alpha Company. Currently, Rep. Cornell Du Houx works with
the Truman National Security Project on national security and energy issues and serves as an officer in the Navy reserves.
He also coaches lacrosse and soccer at Brunswick Junior High School and chairs the Mitchell

Institute’s Alumni Council.
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ASHER CORSON

Apvisory NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHingTON, DC

Commissioner Asher Corson is currently serving as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner in
Washington District of Columbia.

MARISOL CRUZ

ScHooL Boarp MEMBER

LENNOX, CALIFORNIA

Marisol Cruz was re-elected to the Lennox School District Board of Trustees in 2009. She migrated
from San Ignacio Cerro Gordo, Jalisco, Mexico with her family when she was only three months
old. As a member of the Lennox School District Board of Trustees, Cruz is working with her
fellow board members to ensure that the children of Lennox receive the best public education.
The School Board is working to support and nurture the academic programs that encourage and
support the development of a whole human being. Cruz believes that it is of vital importance to
create an environment of individuals who care and believe in all our children.

XILONIN CRUZ-GONZALEZ

Boarp oF Epucation MEMBER

Azusa, CALIFORNIA

Xilonin Cruz-Gonzalez was elected in 2001 to serve on the Azusa, California Board of Education.
She was re-elected in 2005 and again in 2009, and currently serves as President of the Board. Her
term expires in 2013.

HENRY DAVIS, JR.

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

SouTH BEND, INDIANA

Henry Davis, Jr. represents the second district in South Bend’s City Council, where he has served
since January, 2008. He is the chairperson of the community relations committee; vice-chairman
of the community and economic development council and a member of several other committees.
When he was elected, Councilman Davis helped make South Bend history by being part of the
largest number of minorities to serve on the council at the same time. Councilman Davis is also
employed as a caseworker in the Child Support Services division of the county prosecutor’s
office. While he is in office, Councilman Davis hopes to promote a just and transparent government, work on a tax code that
distributes the burden of taxes equally and empower the economically disadvantaged.

ERIC DESOBE

NEiGHBORHOOD GOUNCILMEMBER

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Eric DeSobe was elected in April 2010 to be President of the Del Rey Neighborhood Council,

which serves approximately 30,000 people on the west side of Los Angeles. Councilman
DeSobe grew up in Houston, Texas, not far from NASA, and is the only son of

2 01 1 two psychologist parents. In his time on the Council, he has helped it create a
new website, establish a social media presence and support programming for

National underserved youth.
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JASMINE DICKHOFF

City COUNCILMEMBER

Hoquiam, WASHINGTON

Jasmine Dickhoff serves on the Hoquiam, Washington City Council. She was elected in 2009.

ASA DODSWORTH

Rent Boarp GomMmISSIONER

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Asa Dodsworth was elected to the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board in 2010, the first Berkeley
native to be elected to the Board in 30 years. Commissioner Dodsworth discovered local politics
in 2001, when the code enforcement agency told him he couldn’t have fruit trees and raised garden
beds on his property and fined him thousands of dollars. Dodsworth thought it was their way of
saying, “We need more people like you involved in developing municipal policy.”

KRISTIN DOZIER

County CoMMISSIONER

TaLLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

Kristin Dozier is serving her first term on the Leon County, Florida Board of Commissioners.
Commissioner Dozier has worked for the past eleven years as a Green Building Advisor for Mad
Dog Construction, and became a LEED Accredited Professional in 2007. Dozier is the Founding
President of Sustainable Tallahassee, Inc., and continues to serve on its Board. She is a member
of the Mary Brogan Museum of Art and Science Board of Directors and the Whole Child Leon
Steering Committee. Commissioner Dozier is a former member of the Greater Tallahassee
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and a graduate of Leadership Tallahassee. Dozier
attended Florida State University, completing her Bachelor’s degree in Religion in 2001 and her Master of Arts degree in
Religious Ethics and Philosophy in 2003.

CRISANTA DURAN

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Denver, CoLorADO

Crisanta Duran was elected to the Colorado House of Representatives in 2010, where she represents
parts of northwest Denver. She serves on the Finance and Judiciary committees. Rep. Duran is
involved with AFSCME, the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute, the GI Forum, the Small
Business Democratic Caucus, the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, NALEO, the Metropolitan
State College of Denver Caucus and the Colorado Latino Forum. She has served on the Boards
of Directors of LA RASA, Democrats Work and Voto Latino, and held posts in the Women for
Obama and Latino Vote Steering Committees as well as Progressive Majority and New Era Colorado. In 2004, she worked
on Ken Salazar’s U.S, Senate campaign and in 2007, The Statesman recognized her as one of “Colorado’s Movers and
Shakers.” .She served as Political Director for Senator Mark Udall’s 2008 U.S. Senate campaign, organizing women, diverse
community members, labor, seniors and the LGBTQ community.
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MARK DUVALL

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ManTacHIE, Mississippi

State Representative Mark DuVall was elected in 2008 to represent the 19th District of Mississippi.
Rep. DuVall is a member of the Mississippi Farm Bureau and Woodmen of the World. He is a
graduate of Mississippi State University.

JORDAN ELDRIDGE

Park DistricT BoARD MEMBER

CuPERTINO, CALIFORNIA

Jordan Eldridge is President of the Rancho Rinconada Recreation and Park District Board of
Directors in Cupertino, California, where he has served since January 2011.Eldridge is currently
a legislative intern for California Assemblyman Bob Wieckowski. He got his start politics in
2007 when he was elected to sit on the Foothill De Anza Community College District Board of
Education as the De Anza College Student Trustee. He was elected in 2009 and re-elected in 2011
to a seat on the governing body of the California Democratic Party, representing the 22" Assembly
District, and also serves as a local club representative to the governing body of the Santa Clara County Democratic Party. In
September of 2009, he was appointed to the Santa Clara County Health Advisory Commission. Eldridge has been an active
member of the Silicon Valley Young Democrats, serving as the Secretary, and Executive Vice President from 2008-2010.

DAVIAN LAJOYGE “JOY” ELLISON

City COUNCILMEMBER

LauriNBURG, NORTH CAROLINA

Joy Ellison is a member of the Laurinburg City Council, where she serves as an alternate for the
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission Regional Task Force. As a councilwoman,
she initiated the first City Employee Survey in conjunction with the Employment Security
Commission, which will aid in developing a comprehensive Succession Plan. Councilwoman
Ellison is former chair of the Scotland County Democratic Party and is currently a member of
the State Executive Council. Additionally, she is a middle school special education teacher and
member of the North Carolina Association of Educators. She serves on the board of the Laurinburg Junior Service League.
Ellison is a third year Youth Counselor at Camp Spinoza, the hospice sponsored bereavement camp for children. She is a
graduate of The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a Bachelor of Arts in Communications.

MATTHEW ELSAESSER

City COMMISSIONER

HELENA, MONTANA

Matthew Elsaesser was elected as Helena City Commissioner in November 2007. At 27, he is
the youngest commissioner on record. Commissioner Elsaesser is the Executive Director of
the S.A.V.E. Foundation (Savemobile.org), a nonprofit dedicated to recycling, environmental
awareness and conservation policy. Elsaesser grew up in Priest River, Idaho and came to Helena
to attend Carroll College in 1999. After graduating in 2003, he stayed in Helena, attracted by the
Montana outdoors and the active downtown neighborhood. He is a volunteer coach for Helena’s
youth climbing team, the Thunder Chickens. In his spare time, he can be found enjoying the Helena surroundings, skiing
and rock climbing.
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COURTNEY ENGLISH

Boarp oF EbucaTion MEMBER

AtianTa, GA

Courtney English sits on the Atlanta Board of Education, where he works to eradicate the achievement
gap for students. Elected in November 2010, English became the first Teach For America Atlanta
Corps member and the first full-time educator to hold the position.. English was the youngest teacher
at his school is now the youngest member on the Atlanta Board Of Education. Prior to being elected,
Board Member English served as grade-level chairperson, a member of the school’s Disciplinary
Committee and a member of the school’s initial design team. He has also received training from
the nation’s leading organizations for education services, including the National Association of Social Studies Teachers,
Leadership for Ensuring Educational Equity and the National Association for Single-Sex Public Educators. English graduated
from Morehouse College and was a member of the 2007 Atlanta Corps of Teach for America.

WESLEY FARROW

NEIGHBORHOOD GOUNCILMEMBER

INGLEWOOD, CALIFORNIA

Wesley George Farrow was elected to the Neighborhood Council and appointed Chair of the
Education Committee in his home neighborhood of Echo Park in 2010. Through his work as a
contributing founder of New TLA, a political caucus emphasizing a progressive voice within the
local union, he recently became an East Area Rep for the United Teachers Los Angeles (UTLA)
House of Representatives. Farrow graduated from the University of Michigan in 2005, with degrees
in Economics and Psychology. He went on to spend a year in the nonprofit sector, working in Latin
America, Southeast Asia, and East Africa. He was then recruited by Teach for America and moved to Los Angeles to earn his
teaching credential and work in secondary special education. After five years of working full-time in public schools, he
is looking forward to broadening his involvement with Soltura Languages Incorporated, a social entrepreneurship startup
project.

BILL FERGUSON

STATE SENATOR

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Bill Ferguson chose to make Baltimore his home in 2005, when he joined the Teach For America
program after graduating from Davidson College with a double major in political science and
economics. From 2005 to 2007, Ferguson taught U.S. history and U.S. government to ninth
and tenth graders in a breakout academy of one of Baltimore’s most challenged high schools.
Unsettled by the condition of the school’s infrastructure, midway through his first year of teaching
he reached out to Baltimore elected officials to advocate for facility improvements for his students.
Sen. Ferguson’s passion for progressive education reform led the Baltimore City Council President’s Office to hire him as
a part-time community liaison. In December 2006, he received a Distinguished Presidential Citation from the Council
President for his superior work in communities. Ferguson began law school at the University of Maryland School of Law
in August 2007.

MARK FERRANDINO

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Denver, CoLorADO

Mark Ferrandino was first elected to the Colorado House of Representatives to fill a vacancy
in 2007. He was re-elected in 2008 with roughly 80 percent of the vote in both the primary and
general election. Rep. Ferrandino graduated with a master’s in public policy analysis and a B.A.
in political science and economics, both from the University of Rochester. He lives in the Baker
neighborhood of Denver with his partner Greg and their dog Dagny.
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BRETT FLATER

NEiGHBORHOOD GOUNCILMEMBER

Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Brett Flater serves on the Del Rey Neighborhood Council. Councilmember Flater, a former teacher,
works for an educational nonprofit serving under-resourced K-12 students. He has served on the
Del Rey Neighborhood Council Board since 2008, and is currently its treasurer.

AL FRANKLIN

City COUNGILMEMBER

LitHoNIA, GEORGIA

Al Franklin won a March 2009 special election for the Lithonia City Council at the age of 32. He
was re-elected in November 2009 for a full term. Councilman Franklin, who has lived in Lithonia
for four years, considers himself a “small town guy” and says his focus is to help attract and keep
businesses in the city of Lithonia. Franklin also works as an advertising consultant.

ANTONIO FRENCH

City ALDERMAN

St. Louts, Missouri

Antonio D. French is serving his first term on the St. Louis Board of Aldermen. In 2008, Alderman
French worked with St. Louis police to create a four-block “safe zone” for kids to trick-or-treat
on Halloween night. Hundreds of kids took part in the festivities, which included an outdoor
movie and free candy for all the participating houses. He graduated from Auburn University with
a degree in political science.

MICHAEL FRERICHS

STATE SENATOR

CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS

Michael Frerichs was elected to the Illinois Senate in 2006, defeating a popular former state
senator and was re-elected last fall over the organizer of the local Tea Party. Sen. Frerichs was
elected to the Champaign County Board in 2000 and served as vice chair of the board from
2000 to 2002. In 2002, he was appointed Champaign County Auditor, and was elected to a full
term in 2004. Sen. Frerichs graduated from Yale University with a B.A. in German studies. After
graduating, he spent two years teaching English in Taiwan.

DOMINIC FRONGILLO

TowN COUNCILMEMBER

CaroLINE, NEw YoRk

Dominic Frongillo made history when he was elected to Caroline’s Town Council at the age of
22. Now 26, he serves as his county’s youngest-ever deputy town supervisor. He graduated from
Cornell University in 2005 with an independent degree with honors in sustainable community
development. Councilman Frongillo participated in the UN Climate Negotiations in Copenhagen
in 2009 and Bali in 2007, as a member of the U.S. Youth Delegation.
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SEAN GARBALLEY

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ARLINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Sean Garballey has served in the Massachusetts House of Representatives since 2008.In 2003,
at the age of 18, he won a seat in the Arlington Town Meeting. The next year, he was elected
to the Arlington Democratic Town Committee and in 2005 he was elected to the Arlington
School Committee, later becoming its vice-chairman. In the state House, a commitment to higher
education and environmental issues led Rep. Garballey to provide strong leadership the effort to
pass a remarkable life sciences bill and historic global warming legislation. He is also an ardent
advocate for civil rights and equal opportunity for all citizens throughout the Commonwealth. Rep. Garballey serves on
the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture; the House Committee on Global Warming and
Climate Change and the Joint Committee on Labor and Workforce Development, and was recently appointed to a special
commission on civic engagement and learning.

CARMELO GARCIA

ScHooL Boarp MEMBER

HoBokeN, NEw JERSEY

School Board Member Carmelo Garcia is a native of Hoboken, New Jersey, and a proud product
of the Hoboken Public School System. He graduated from Seton Hall University with a B.A. in
criminal justice and sociology, and received a dual master’s degree in management and information
systems from Stevens Institute of Technology. Board Member Garcia was the first minority to
be appointed as the City of Hoboken’s director of Health & Human Services. He holds several
certifications in HR management and public housing management. He now works as the director
of the Hoboken Housing Authority and is CEO of 21st Century Consulting Group. He is a founder of Hoboken’s Save the
Youth Academy for at-risk students.

LEROY GARCIA

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

PuesLo, CoLorADO

Leroy Garcia serves as the Pueblo City Council Work Session Chairman. In addition to his elected
office, Councilman Garcia is a paramedic at American Medical Response and a member of the
EMS faculty at Pueblo Community College. Garcia served in the Marine Corps from 2001 to 2008,
and has received a number of medals and awards for his military service, including the Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary, Global War on Terrorism Service, National Defense, Selected Marine
Corps Reserve with device (2nd award) and Reserve Mobilization with device award. He serves on
the Pueblo Veterans Council and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 15006. Garcia earned a M. A. in organizational management
with a concentration in leadership from Ashford University and a B.S. in management from the University of Phoenix.

ANGELA GARRETSON

City COUNCILMEMBER

HiLtsing, New JERSEY

Angela R. Garretson is an at-large member of the Hillside City Council. Prior to her council
election in 2009, Garretson was president of the Hillside School Board, where she worked with
students, parents, community leaders, local and state government and nonprofit organizations to
preserve and strengthen quality education in her community. Previously, Garretson worked for
Eagleton Institute of Politics, as well as several community organizations and political campaigns.
She graduated from Syracuse University with bachelor of science in business communications,
and from Rutgers University with a master’s in public policy and administration. Garretson is
currently obtaining her PhD.
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DARRELL D. GASTON

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHineTon D.C.

Commissioner Darrell D. Gaston, 22, represents the single member district 8B03, which is a
subsection of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8B, which comprises the areas of Garfield
Hill, Hanover Courts, Hope Village, Langston Lane, Maplewood Courts, the Courts and Woodland
Terrace. Commissioner Gaston is a native Washingtonian and lifelong resident, and is serving his
first term as an elected official. Currently the youngest elected official in Washington, DC, he was
elected with an overwhelming 98% of the vote. He has been elected by his peers to serve as the
secretary of Commission 8B and chairs the Commission Committee on Education, Schools, and Libraries.

LATASHA GATLING

COUNCILMEMBER

SEAT PLEASANT, MARYLAND

LaTasha Gatling was elected to the Seat Pleasant City Council in 2008, becoming the youngest
person elected to serve the city of Seat Pleasant. In October 2009, after one year of serving on the
council, she was elected the youngest Council President in the city’s history, and was re-elected
to the position in October 2010. Gatling is involved in a number of other community service
organizations. She is a board member of the Seat Pleasant Community Development Corporation.
She also serves on the board of RoRo Runner’s (Triple R), a youth development organization, of
which she is a founding member. Triple R was designed to aid children between the ages of 7 and
14 in academics as well as on the basketball court. Councilwoman Gatling is dedicated to her community and servicing its
needs.

CHRISTOPHER M. GENTILE

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

East HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Christopher M. Gentile, 22, is a member of the Board of Education in East Hartford, Conn. Gentile
graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor of arts in history from Boston College in 2010. While
in college, he worked at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston, Mass and in the
office of Rep. John B. Larson (CT-1) in Washington, DC. He also served as the Boston College
co-coordinator of the national nonprofit organization Peer Health Exchange. After college, he
joined Teach for America, and he currently teaches 7th grade social studies at McDonough School
in Hartford. This experience informs his service on the Board of Education, where he strives to leverage his unique
perspective to provide quality educational opportunities for students throughout the district.

ANDREW GILLUM

CiTy GOMMISSIONER

TaLLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

Andrew Gillum became the youngest person ever elected to the Tallahassee City Commission
in 2003. He has held prominent leadership roles such as mayor pro tem, chairman of the Capital
Region Transportation Planning Agency, and lead commissioner for the Long Range Community
Based Planning and the Financial Viability in Government Target [ssue Committees. Commissioner
Gillum previously served as deputy political director with the Florida Democratic Party. He was
a field organizer and statewide director of the “Arrive With 5” program, and currently serves
as the executive director of the Young Elected Officials Network, both with People For the
2 011 American Way Foundation. Commissioner Gillum also serves on the Board of Directors for The Schott

Foundation for Public Education. He is a graduate of Florida A & M University, where he served as
president of the Student Government Association, and the first student member of the Board of Trustees.
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MIKE GIPSON

City COUNCILMEMBER

CARsSON, GALIFORNIA

Mike A. Gipson was first elected into the Carson City Council in March 2005 and was selected
to serve as the mayor pro tem in March 2008. In 2009, he was re-elected to a second four-year
term as a councilmember, winning a record-breaking number of votes. Gipson sits on various
subcommittees, including housing, labor negotiations, fireworks and the teen center, and is at
the helm of two productive endeavors targeting at-risk youth. Councilmember Gipson earned
a bachelor of science in business/management from the University of Phoenix and an associate
of arts degree from the Los Angeles Southwest College. He received his police officer’s training at the South Bay Police
Training Academy, where he graduated with honors, propelling him into a career as a police officer for the Maywood Police
Department. Gipson is a devoted husband to his wife La Cresha and father to Devon and Jordan.

DARCIE GREEN

ScHooL Boarp MEMBER

San Josk, CALIFORNIA

Darcie Green, a lifelong resident of East San Jose, and was elected to the Alum Rock Union School
District Board of Trustees in November 2010. Green is currently the community & government
relations manager for Kaiser Permanente San Jose. She is also on the board of directors for the
Silicon Valley Council of Nonprofits, the San Jose Conservation Corps, the Guadalupe River Park
& Gardens Conservancy and the Alum Rock Education Foundation. In 2009, she was awarded
the 2009 California Democratic Party John F. Kennedy Jr. Award for Public Service and the 2009
Democratic Activists for Women Now (DAWN) Jenkins/Moore Founders Award. Prior to entering the health care industry,
Green worked as a field representative in the office of State Assembly member Joe Coto. She is a former vice-chair of the
Santa Clara County Commission of the Status of Women and immediate past chair of Somos Mayfair.

JENNIFER GREGERSON

COUNCILMEMBER

MukiLTeo, WASHINGTON

Jennifer Gregerson has served on the Mukilteo City Council since 2004, including two years
as mayor pro tem. She serves as a member of the Council Public Safety and Paine Field
Airport committees. She also represents the city as a delegate to Snohomish County Tomorrow.
Councilmember Gregerson is a national leader on issues of municipal information technology
and communications, through her service as a steering committee member for the National
League of Cities. She believes in the principles of open government and frequent communication
with citizens. Gregerson is a graduate of Kamiak High School and earned a bachelor’s degree in French from New York
University. She is an independent sales representative for Herff Jones Yearbooks, owns two small businesses in Mukilteo,
and volunteers locally with the Mukilteo Lighthouse Festival and Mukilteo Farmer’s Market. Greggerson is a lifetime
resident of Mukilteo, where she makes her home with her partner, Jeff.

JENNIFER GUNBY

City COUNCILMEMBER

RoEeLanD Park, Kansas

Jennifer Gunby serves on the Roeland Park City Council.
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DOROTHEA (DEE) DAWKINS-HAIGLER

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

LitHoNIA, GEORGIA

State Rep. Dorothea “DEE” Dawkins-Haigler dedicates her life to public service through her
role as a minister, college educator, community activist and political strategist. Before being
elected to the state legislature, Rep. Haigler served on the South Carolina Juvenile Parole Board
as an appointee of Gov. Jim Hodges. She was elected to serve as secretary and vice chair of the
Parole Board, and then became the youngest and first African American female chairwoman of
the board. Haigler has earned a bachelor of arts degree in political science from South Carolina
State University, a masters in public administration/personnel management from Kentucky State University, and a master
of divinity degree in theology and ethics from Turner Theological Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center..
She also holds a doctorate in ministry and is completing a Ph.D at Clark Atlanta University. She is also an ordained minister
in the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

ISADORE HALL III

StaTe AssemBLy MEMBER

CompToN, GALIFORNIA

Isadore Hall III was elected in November 2008 to represent the 52nd Assembly District,
which includes Compton, Paramount, Rancho Dominguez, South Los Angeles, Watts and
Willowbrook. Hall is a member of Speaker Karen Bass’ leadership team and currently serves as
assistant speaker pro tempore. Previously, Hall served as president of the Compton Unified School
District Board of Trustees and mayor pro tem of the Compton City Council. He previously served
as a city councilman, representing the 4th District.. As the 4th District representative, he served
on the Metropolitan Water Board, the Gateway Cities Council of Governments and the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG). Assembly Member Hall enjoys his service as a member of the ministerial team at Compton Double
Rock Missionary Baptist Church.

DAYVIN HALLMON

CouNTY SUPERVISOR

KenosHa, WISCONSIN

County Board Supervisor Dayvin Martin Anthony Hallmon was first elected to office at age 23.
Supervisor Hallmon is currently pursuing a bachelor of arts in Sociology along with a bachelor of
arts in humanities at the University of Wisconsin, Parkside. His approach to life and to work consists
of integrating multiple disciplines to enhance programs, policy and community development.
Hallmon is extraordinarily fortunate to have a loving partner, Jeremy, who is equally committed
to serving the community.

STEPHANIE HAUSNER

City COUNCILMEMBER

CrarksTowN, NEw YORK

Stephanie Hausner is a newly elected member of the Clarkstown City Council. She is a member
of the Eleanor Roosevelt Legacy Committee, the American Israel Public Affairs Committee Youth
Leadership and the National Jewish Democratic Council Young Leadership. Councilwoman
Hausner is also a featured blogger on the NJDC blog. She graduated from Johns Hopkins
University, where she majored in international relations.
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CARLOS HENRIQUEZ

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

DoRCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

Carlos Henriquez serves in the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, representing
the Dorchester and Roxbury areas. He spends time on the Kroc Community Center Committee
and chairs the Workforce Development Committee, but his favorite committee to serve on, by
far, is the Youth Committee. Henriquez is a member of the Ward 13 Democratic Committee,
Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative, NAACP, Young Professional Network of the Urban
League, Roxbury Master Plan Oversight Committee and Roxbury Neighborhood Council. In his
neighborhood, Rep. Henriquez has been actively involved with Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative (DSNI), where he
workes with youth from the neighborhood on community planning and organizing projects, ranging from clean-ups to
planning community centers. He currently serves as president of DSNI’s board of directors.

ERIN HERBIG

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

BeLrasT, MaINE

Erin Herbig was elected to the Maine House of Representatives in 2010. She serves on the
Joint Standing Committee of the Labor, Commerce, Research, and Economic Development.
Rep. Herbig is the Outreach Coordinator at Maine Farmland Trust (MFT), a statewide nonprofit
organization working for improved rural development through the protection and preservation
of Maine’s farmland resources. A Maine native, Rep. Herbig graduated from Belfast Area High
School in 1999, and earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Boston College in 2003. She
serves on the board of directors of Waterfall Arts, the board of directors to Our Town Belfast, and the advisory committee
for the Waldo County Community Health Center. She also coaches the Belfast Area High School Track Team. Rep. Herbig
lives in Belfast with her husband Josh Povec, executive producer and director at Golden Road Pictures.

ALYSSA HERNANDEZ

Boarp OF Ebucation MEMBER

Park ForesT, ILLINOIS

In April 2009, Alyssa Hernandez was elected to the Rich Township 227 Board of Education, a
seven member school board in Chicago’s south suburbs. The historic election made the then-18
year old Hernandez one of the youngest elected officials in the country and the first Latina board
member in the district. During her campaign, Hernandez was able to utilize the insight she gained
from attending each board meeting as a student representative. Currently Hernandez is the voice
for students and families in the eight towns the board serves. She remains an active school board
member and DePaul University second year student, resident advisor and dean’s list honoree. Through her YEO network
involvement she is now a proud member of the White House Project and NALEO.

CHRIS HERNDON

CiTv GOUNCILMAN

Denver, CoLorADO

Just last month Chris Herndon was elected to the Denver City Council, representing the largest and
fastest growing district in the city. An active member of his community and city, he has participated
in programs including CILT and Leadership Denver. Herndon is a native of Kansas City, Missouri.
After graduating from the United States Military Academy at West Point, he served in the Army
for seven years, with two tours oversees. After leaving the military, Herndon moved to Denver and
worked for Denver International Airport. He then managed the Englewood Walmart, overseeing
more than two hundred employees and a multi-million dollar budget. He currently resides in the
Eastbridge neighborhood of Stapleton, Denver with his dog, Lucky.

Unite.RebuiIdolnspire 0000000000 0COCOCOOOOOOEODO

59




YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

ELLIE BOLDMAN HILL

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

MissouLa, MoNTANA

Montana State Representative Ellie Hill, a lifelong Rocky Mountain Westerner, and named by
Time Magazine as one of the nation’s “40 Under 40 Political Rising Stars.” She developed an
interest in progressive politics at Boise State University where she graduated with her Father,
a union worker and Vietnam Veteran, who had taken one night class a semester for 36 years.
After graduating from the University of Idaho, College of Law, with a Juris Doctor, she practiced
as deputy prosecutor. Most recently, Representative Hill was hired to serve as the Executive
Director of one of Western Montana’s best known and beloved nonprofit organizations, advocating for the homeless and
impoverished. Ms. Hill is a Forward Montana Rock Star (Bus Project) and the founding Co-Chair of the Missoula Chapter
of the New Leaders Council, as well as Vice President of the national Young Democrats of America.

ERIC HINSON

ScHooL Boarp MEMBER

Havana, FLoORIDA

Eric Hinson is a school board member in Gadsden County, Fla. He is a graduate of Florida
A&M University, where he was a member of the Rattler Football Team, and received a B.S. in
agricultural business. He began his career as a math instructor and head football coach, and in
2003 was named “Coach of The Year” for Class 1A, District 3. In addition, he expanded his career
by becoming a visiting teacher, monitoring truancy and absenteeism of students. Currently, he
is a full-time faculty member of Florida A&M University, a member of the board of directors for
the Florida High School Athletic Association and an active member of the National School Board Association and its Black
Caucus affiliate.

EDDIE HOLGUIN, JR.

CiTy REPRESENTATIVE

EL Paso, Texas

Eddie Holguin, Jr. currently serves as a city representative for the city of EI Paso, Texas, representing
District 6. He was elected earlier this year.

LINDSEY HOLMES

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Rep. Lindsey Holmes serves on the Judiciary and Labor & Commerce committees, the Legislative
Council, and the Finance subcommittees for the committees on Health & Social Services and
Law. In addition to her public service, she works as an attorney in private practice, specializing
in corporate, real estate and telecommunications law, and is a former law clerk of Alaska Supreme
Court Justice Warren Matthews. Rep. Holmes is a Henry Toll Fellow, an Aspen Institute Catto
Fellow, and was a 2003 recipient of the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce’s “Alaska’s Top Forty
Under 40” award. She currently serves on the boards of directors of The Nature Conservancy, the
Anchorage Economic Development Corporation and the Anchorage Concert Foundation, and is a member of the Anchorage
Downtown Rotary Club. She holds a B.A. with honors from Middlebury College, an M.A. from Stanford, and a J.D. with

2 01 1 honors from the University of Chicago Law School.
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JERROD W. HOLTON

CiTv GOUNCILMAN

Mipway, FLoRrIDA

City Councilman Jerrod W. Holton, a lifelong resident of Gadsden County, is an emerging leader
in the community and government sectors. In 2007, Holton, at the age of 23, became the youngest
person ever to be elected to the city council in Midway. After graduating from Tallahassee
Community College in 2003, Holton earned a bachelor of science in information technology from
Florida State University. He is currently pursuing a master’s degree in public administration.

ERIC ISHAM

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

ONoNDAGA, MICHIGAN

Elected to the Leslie Public Schools Board of Education in 2008, Eric Isham has served as the
board’s Trustee and Treasurer, and is currently its President. On the board, he has been instrumental
in offering Head Start, improving services for students with special needs, revamping the contract
negotiations process and rebuilding the board’s relationship with staff and the community. Isham
earned his Master of Public Policy in 2010 from the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at
the University of Michigan.. After graduating from Defiance College with a Bachelor of Science
in Integrated Language Arts and History, Isham joined Teach For America, teaching high school in Mississippi At Madison
Shannon Palmer High School. He later went on to serve as a Recruitment Director for TFA. He lives with his wife, Melissa,
and their two children, Kyan (4) and Makya (2) in Onondaga, Mich

SHANELLE JACKSON

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

DetroiT, MicHIGAN

As a state representative and a daughter of Detroit, Shanelle Jackson, 30, is dedicated to serving the
people of the city she loves. In 2006 she became the youngest woman of color ever elected to serve in
either chamber of the Michigan legislature. Rep. Jackson served as Associate Speaker Pro Tempore
of'the Michigan House of Representatives for four years. She has also served as the Executive Vice-
Chair ofthe Michigan Legislative Black Caucus and Vice-Chair of the Detroit Delegation. Currently,
Rep.Jackson is the ranking Detroiter in the Michigan House of Representatives. Her priorities
include creating jobs in Detroit and throughout Michigan, ensuring equitable funding for education, reforming unfair insurance
practices, protecting social services for citizens in need, keeping families in their homes by stopping unfair foreclosures
and making Detroit a great place for businesses to thrive. Rep. Jackson serves on the House Appropriations Committee.

JAMIE JOHNSON

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

Fort VaLLEY GEORGIA

Pastor Jamie Johnson’s political endeavors began January 2007, when he became the youngest
individual sworn in as a member of the Peach County Board of Education and also the youngest in
the state of Georgia. This year, he started his second term of office as the Chairman of the Peach
County Board of Education. He plans to continue in politics on the local and state levels.
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KENYATTA JOHNSON

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

State Rep. Kenyatta Johnson was elected in 2008 to serve the 186th Legislative District, which
includes parts of South and Southwest Philadelphia. He currently serves as Deputy Whip, Vice
Chairman of the House Children and Youth Committee, and Chairman of the Subcommittee
on First Class Cities and Counties. In addition, he is a member of the House Human Services
Committee and the House State Government Committee. As President of the Student Government
Association and Chair of the Board of Student Government Presidents at Mansfield University,
Johnson was a leading advocate for funding for the 14 universities within the state system of higher education.. He later
received a master’s in Government Administration from the University of Pennsylvania Fels Center of Government and has
completed the Governing for Non Profit Excellence program at the Harvard School of Business.

LUCY JOHNSON

Mavor

KyLE, Texas

Born and raised in Kyle, Texas, Mayor Lucy Johnson believes strongly in being an active, helpful
member of her community. After receiving her bachelor’s degree from Parsons School of Design in
2006, Johnson moved back to Kyle to pursue a master’s degree in Public Administration from Texas
State University. While taking courses at Texas State, Johnson became involved with the Kyle Area
Chamber of Commerce and the City of Kyle’s first transportation committee. In the summer of 2008,
at the age of 24, she won an at-large seat on the Kyle City Council. In February 2010, she was elected
Mayor. Mayor Johnson enjoys regularly working with local nonprofits such as Meals on Wheels, Hope & Love for Kids, Seton
Hospital, CTMC Hospice, the Kyle VFW Post, United Way of Hays County, and the Katherine Anne Porter House.

VONZELLE JOHNSON

CiTy GOMMISSIONER

DeLaND, FLORIDA

City Commissioner Vonzelle Johnson has been representing the city of Deland, Florida since
August 2010. Johnson founded Brothers Advocating Service and Inspiration in the Community,
Inc., anonprofit mentoring organization that provides guidance and positive modeling to adolescent
males in the community. Through the organization, Commissioner Johnson spearheads community
initiatives and provides oversight to programs offered through the organization. Programs range
from an after-school program to annual summits. Commissioner Johnson is a professor at Bethune-
Cookman University in Daytona Beach, Florida and the director of a collegiate peer mentor program at Stetson University
in DeLand, Florida. Johnson is committed to adequately preparing the next generation of leaders, and provides internships
to college students through his mentoring organization and commission office.

TISHAURA O. JONES

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

St. Louts, Missouri

Tishaura O. Jones is currently serving her second term in the Missouri House of Representatives.
She is the first African-American and the first woman to hold the position of Assistant Minority
Floor Leader in Missouri history. As a member of the leadership team, she is the second in
command of the Democratic members of the Missouri House of Representatives. Jones has a
master’s degree in Health Administration from the Saint Louis University School of Public Health

2 01 1 and a bachelor’s degree in Finance from Hampton University. She has more than

ten years of healthcare experience working in hospitals and community health centers. Currently, Rep.
. Jones is the Vice President of Public Finance at Blaylock, Robert, Van, LLC, the third largest minority-
Natlonal owned investment banking firm in the county.
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ROBERT JORDAN

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHineToN, D.C.

Robert A. Jordan was elected in November 2011 to be the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner
for Single Member District (SMD) 7B06. As a Senior Consultant for Booz Allen Hamilton,
Commissioner Jordan has worked within the Diplomacy and International Development market
on global humanitarian relief and economic development projects. He is a graduate of Morehouse
College’s Business Administration program, Carnegie Mellon’s Heinz College of Public Policy
with a Masters in Information Systems Management with a specialization in e-Business, and is
pursing his doctorate from the H. Wayne Huizenga School of Business and Entrepreneurship. While matriculating through
academia, Jordan published “A New Model,” which examines community and small business financing.

ANDY KATZ

WATER DISTRICT SUPERVISOR

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Andy Katz was elected to the East Bay Municipal Utility District in 2006, representing Ward
4, which includes Albany, Berkeley, El Cerrito, Emeryville, Kensington, and a portion of
Oakland. His priorities at EBMUD include increasing water conservation and recycled water,
protecting water quality, and increasing awareness and efforts to stop climate change. Katz
works as the Government Relations Director for Breathe California, advocating for clean air and
public health. He is active in environmental organizations and is currently Chair of Sierra Club
California. Prior to his election, he served for five years as a member of the city of Berkeley Zoning Adjustments Board.
He has a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master of City Planning degree from U.C. Berkeley and a law degree from Santa
Clara University.

SCOTT KAWASAKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

State Rep. Scott Kawasaki broke through barriers when he was elected to the first of two terms on
the Fairbanks, Alaska City Council in 1999. At age twenty-four, he was the youngest ever elected
to the position and the first Asian American. Rep. Kawasaki was elected to the Alaska State House
in 2006 to represent the City of Fairbanks and until this year was the youngest member of the state
legislature. He is a member of the Natural Resources Committee, the Education Committee and
the Special Committee on Fisheries. Kawasaki earned his BS in biomedicine from the University
of Alaska Fairbanks. He is an Asian Pacific American Institute for Congressional Studies Fellow and a recent Marshall
Memorial Fellow, and formerly served under U.S. Rep. Mike Honda. He is a current Alumni Council Member of the
American Council of Young Political Leaders (Nicaragua/El Salvador *01).

GABE KEARNEY

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

PetaLuma, CALIFORNIA

Gabe Kearney was appointed to the City of Petaluma, California Council in 2011. He currently
serves on the Animal Services Advisory Committee and the Transit Advisory Committee.
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ARIANA KELLY

StaTE DELEGATE

BETHESDA, MARYLAND

Delegate Ariana Kelly has spent her career advocating for the rights of women and families. Prior
to her election she served as Executive Director of NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland, Executive
Producer of PBS’ To The Contrary, and staffed nonprofit organizations including Girls Inc.,
MomsRising and Legal Momentum. In 2010, she leveraged her policy, media, organizing and
management experience into a successful campaign for Maryland’s House of Delegates. Kelly
shocked the political establishment when she defeated ten men in a record-shattering Democratic
primary to represent the Bethesda area. Delegate Kelly was outspent nearly two-to-one by the second place finisher.
Delegate Kelly serves on the Health and Government Operations Committee, as well as the Minority Health Disparities
sub-committee, the Insurance sub-committee, and the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission sub-committee. She is
lead co-sponsor of the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Anti-Discrimination Act, and lead sponsor of the Task Force
on Green Chemistry.

DAR’SHUN KENDRICK

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

LiTHoNIA, GaA

State Rep. Dar’shun Kendrick was born and raised in DeKalb County, GA, minutes east of Atlanta,
where she was sworn in to represent over 50,000 residents of DeKalb and Rockdale counties as a
State Representative in 2010. She is a business attorney who owns her own firm in her district and
is currently pursuing a Master’s in Business Administration. Rep. Kendrick sits on the DeKalb
Bar Association Board of Directors and the Partnership for Community Action, Inc. Board. She
has worked in Washington, D.C. for her member of Congress, worked for two years at the Georgia
Capitol, and co-founded numerous party chapters at her university and in her county.

MARTHA KENT

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHineToN, D.C.

Martha Kent is an elected Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner.

KEVIN KILLER

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PiNe Ripge, SoutH Dakota

State Representative Kevin Killer was elected in 2008. A young leader born, raised and educated
in South Dakota, Rep. Killer is a graduate of the YEO Network’s Front Line Leaders Academy.
He has also served as Student Senate president of Oglala Lakota College and Wakpamni District
treasurer. Rep. Killer is a rising star in the national progressive movement.
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JEFFERY KILPATRICK

Mavor

Drew, Mississippi

Mayor Jeffery Demond Kilpatrick of Drew, Mississippi was re-elected for a second term in June
2009, and he recently announced his candidacy for the state House of Representatives. Mayor
Kilpatrick is the founder of the Drew Boys and Girls Club, where he serves as a role model and
mentor for young men. Mayor Kilpatrick matriculated at Mississippi Valley State University in
Itta Bena, Miss., where he earned a B.S. in Elementary Education in 2003 and a M.S. in Criminal
Justice in 2006. He is also a 2007 graduate of the Mississippi Police Academy. He has been
employed for the last sixteen years at the Mississippi State Penitentiary, where he rose through the ranks to become a
Correctional Lieutenant. He has also servee as a Lieutenant for the Mound Bayou Police Department since 2009. His most
rewarding position is being a loving father to Toney and Kayla Kilpatrick.

KATE KNUTH

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

SaINT PauL, MINNESOTA

Kate Knuth was elected to the Minnesota House of Representatives in 2006 and is currently
serving her third term. Throughout her time in office she has worked in the Finance Committee
to balance the state budget, focusing on Minnesota’s financial security. As the chief author of
the Toxic Free Kids Act, Knuth moved toward reducing toxic chemicals in children’s products.
She supported legislation to reform Minnesota’s health care delivery system, reducing costs and
improving outcomes. Knuth also promoted the adoption of renewable energy technologies across
Minnesota. She graduated with a PhD in Conservation Biology from the University of Minnesota, as well as a Masters of
Science from Oxford University in England, a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Chicago, and was a Fulbright Scholar
at the University of Oslo in Norway.

CHRISTOPHER LARSON

STATE SENATOR

Miwwaukee, WISCONSIN

Chris Larson was elected to the Wisconsin Senate in 2010. Prior to his election, he served as
Milwaukee County Supervisor. A lifelong resident of Milwaukee County, Larson graduated from
Thomas More High School in 1999 and went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in finance from the
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, with a minor in political science. Supervisor Larson and his
wife, Jessica, live near Humboldt Park.

PETER LEROE-MUNOZ

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

GiLroY, CALIFORNIA

Peter Leroe-Mufioz is a Council Member for the City of Gilroy, and a Deputy District Attorney
for San Benito County. He graduated Magna Cum Laude with a B.A. in Political Science from
U.C. Berkeley in 2002, and received his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 2005. He was elected
to the City Council on November 2, 2010, and is one of the youngest Council Members in Gilroy
history. Councilman Leroe-Mufoz also represents the people of California as a Deputy District
Attorney, prosecuting narcotics crimes, sexual assault, fraud and domestic violence. His is also
a professor at the Monterey College of Law, volunteers as a youth mentor and is a guest lecturer for advocates of the
Community Solutions victim-witness program.
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MATT LESSER

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

MipbLETowN, GONNECTICUT

State Rep. Matthew Lesser, 26, is the youngest member of the Connecticut General Assembly. He
represents part of the city of Middletown and the towns of Middlefield and Durham. Prior to his
service in the legislature, he served on the Middletown Planning and Zoning Commission, worked
forthe Democratic National Committee and worked on state and national political campaigns. Lesser
has worked on behalf of Senators Chris Dodd and Barack Obama and interned at the Brookings
Institution Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy. In the legislature, Lesser sits on the Public
Health, Energy and Technology and Education Committees. Rep. Lesser has been a strong voice in support of Election Day
voter registration. He is also passionate about family farms, energy efficiency and consumer credit reform. Rep. Lesser has
called for switching schools over to renewable alternative sources of energy and for funding the PILOT and ECS programs.

ALEXANDER LEWY

City COMMISSIONER

HaLLaNDALE BeacH, FLORIDA

Alexander Lewy was elected to the Hallandale Beach City Commission in November 2010. He
understood the investment his community made in him when he was growing up, and strives
to give back to that community. Lewy was elected at the age of 29 and is the second youngest
Commissioner in the city’s history and the only Hispanic elected to the City Commission in
Hallandale Beach.

MARKO LIIAS

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

EpbmonDs, WASHINGTON

State Rep. Marko Liias was appointed to a vacant seat in the Washington House of Representatives
in 2007, and was elected to a full term in 2008. Prior to his appointment, Rep. Liias served as a
member of the Mukilteo City Council. He was born in Edmonds, Wash. and grew up in the Pacific
Northwest, a proud graduate of Kamiak High School in Mukilteo and Georgetown University in
Washington, DC. He previously worked as a small business owner and general contractor, and
has also worked as a freelance reporter for the Mukilteo Beacon and as a researcher for KING-5
TV in Seattle.

KAREN LIOT HILL

City COUNCILMEMBER

LeBanoN, NEw HAMPSHIRE

Karen Liot Hill is a City Councilor in Lebanon, New Hampshire, one of the Granite State’s thirteen
cities. She was first elected in 2005, defeating an incumbent with nearly two-thirds of the vote.
After spearheading the city’s first-ever strategic planning effort in 2006, she was re-elected to the
Ward seat in 2007 in highly competitive race. She was appointed by her colleagues on the Council
to serve a one-year term as Mayor in 2008. In 2009, she was re-elected to the City Council - this
time to an at-large seat - with 76% of the vote. Councilor Liot Hill is the mother of two daughters.
She sits on the boards of WISE, a nonprofit serving victims of domestic and sexual violence, and Vital Communities, which
seeks creative solutions to regional challenges. She is a member of the New Hampshire Democratic Party’s State Committee
and recently co-chaired the NHDP State Convention.

2011

National
Convening

66



YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

NEVADA LITTLEWOLF

City COUNCILMEMBER

VIrGINIA, MINNESOTA

Nevada Littlewolf was elected to the Virginia City Council in 2008. A member of the Leech Lake
Band of Ojibwe, she is the only American Indian, the only woman, and the youngest person serving
in her city. She is a tireless ambassador for sustainability measures in her city. Littlewolf works
as a Rural Leadership Organizer for theWhite House Project, a national non-partisan organization
that inspires, supports, and trains women to run for political office. Her life experience and unique
cultural perspective provides insightful knowledge of rural communities. Councilwoman Littlewolf
currently is focusing her work on meeting the needs of American Indian tribal communities of women. Additionally, she
serves as a children’s advocate for St. Louis County Courts working with American Indian families. She has an Associate
of Arts Degree from Mesabi Community College and attended the University of Minnesota Duluth.

HENRY LO

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

MonTEREY PARK, CALIFORNIA

Henry Lo was elected to the Garvey Board of Education in 2003 and re-elected in 2007. Since his
election, he has been appointed by his peers on the School Board to serve as its President three
times. Lo was instrumental in initiating and implementing the Garvey Education Foundation, a
nonprofit organization that serves the students of the School District and has raised over $50,000.
He is also President of the West San Gabriel Valley Young Democrats in the Eastside of Los
Angeles County and is an elected delegate to the Los Angeles County Democratic Party. In 2010,
the Los Angeles County Democratic Party selected him as one of their “Democrats of Year” for
his commitment to progressive activism. More recently, Lo was appointed to serve on the Board of Plaza De La Raza Child
Development Services, one of the largest nonprofit Head Start programs in Los Angeles County. Between 1998 and 2010,
he worked for California State Senator Gloria Romero.

RALPH LONG, IlI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Ralph Long, III has been serving in the Georgia State Assembly since 2009. He received his
degree in interior design from the Art Institute of Atlanta. Rep. Long is a licensed real estate
broker and the owner of Ralph Abbott Realty and Mindsweat Properties. He is married to Erica
Morris Long.

PAUL D. LOPEZ

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

Denver, CoLorADO

Paul D. Lopez was elected in 2007 to represent West Denver’s District 3 in the Denver City
Council. At the age of 28, he became the youngest Denver City Council Member in recorded
history. Born and raised in Denver’s Westside, Councilman Lopez has fought for his community
both as a community organizer and as a union organizer to protect the rights of the disadvantaged.
In May 2006, Lopez coordinated with human rights leaders to organize the largest political march
in Colorado history, bringing over 120,000 marchers to the steps of the Colorado State Capitol
in support of fair and humane comprehensive immigration reform. Lopez received the 2003 César Chavez Leadership
Award and the 2008 Spirit of Tlatelolco Public Service Award. He has also been recognized by the 21st Century Leaders in
Action and in 2008 was named by 5280 Denver Magazine as one of “Colorado’s most politically

influential Latinos.”
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EVAN LOW

City COUNCILMEMBER

CampBeLL City, CALIFORNIA

In 2006, Evan Low became first Asian American and youngest person ever elected to Campbell’s
City Council. In 2009, he made history when his Council colleagues selected him to be the youngest
Asian American and youngest openly gay mayor in the country. Councilman Low serves as Vice
President of the National League of Cities Asian Municipal Officials. Low was appointed in 2008
to the Democratic National Committee Convention Rules Committee and in 2009 to the Democratic
National Committee. On June 5, 2006, then-San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom honored Low’s
community leadership with a proclamation naming the day “Evan Low Day” in the city and county of San Francisco. He
earned degrees from De Anza Community College and San Jose State University before going on to graduate from the Senior
Executives in State and Local Government Program at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

ERIC G. LUEDTKE

StaTE DELEGATE

BurToNsviLLE, MARYLAND

Eric G. Luedtke was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates in 2011. He is a member of
the Ways and Means Committee, as well as the education subcommittee, the transportation
subcommittee and the finance resources subcommittee. Delegate Luedtke is also a member of
the Bi-County Agency Committee. Luedtke received a B.A. in Government and History from
University of Maryland, College Park, and has also worked a teacher in the Montgomery County
public schools.

JEREMY J. LY

County Boarp MEemBER

Minooka, ILLiNOIS

Jeremy Ly is serving in his first term as a Grundy County, Illinois Board Member. Ly chairs the
Board’s Cost Benefit Analysis & Elections Committee and is Vice-Chair of the Health Insurance
Committee. He has worked for U.S. Rep. Debbie Halvorson (IL-11),and currently works on
business outreach and engagement for Joliet Junior College, the first public community college in
the nation, Prior to being elected, Ly was aTeach for America corps member and taught 4th grade
students at a charter school on Chicago’s southwest side. In 2009, he organized his fellow teachers
by joining forces with Chicago Alliance for Charter Teachers and Staff, a project of the American Federation of Teachers,
Illinois Federation of Teachers and the Chicago Teachers Union to ratify a three-year contract which included curriculum
and professional development, parent-community partnerships, a new teacher evaluation process, class size limits and
improved salary and benefits.

CHRISTOPHER BRENNAN LYDDY

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

NewtoN, GoNNECTICUT

Christopher Brennan Lyddy is serving his second term in the Connecticut General Assembly,
representing his hometown of Newton. He serves as the Vice Chair of the Public Health committee
and is also a member of the Education and Human Services committees. Representative Lyddy has
served on the Speaker’s Task Force on Domestic Violence and the Speaker’s Task Force on Children
in the Recession. Most recently, he was elected Co-Chair of the Connecticut Behavioral Health
Partnership Oversight Council and was appointed to the Connecticut Public Health Emergency
2 011 Advisory Council. In his first term, Lyddy was named a Children’s Champion by the Early Childhood

Alliance and Legislator of the Year by the NASW-CT. He also received the first annual Tip of the Cap
award from ConnCAN, and the Advocacy Award from the Connecticut Center for Child Development.
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MARIA G. MACHUCA

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

Mecca, CALIFORNIA

In 2008, Maria G Machuca ran for Board of Trustees for Coachella Valley Unified School District
and was elected with 78% of the votes. As a product of the Coachella Valley Unified School
District she appreciated the truth that “students needed someone that could understand their
situation and can passionately advocate for their success and continue to contend for their right
of a high standard of education.” In 2004, Machuca was appointed by Board of Supervisors to be
the Chair of the Mecca Community Council. The Mecca Community Council was formed for the
purpose of advising the Board of Supervisors on a wide variety of concerns that arise within the community. Community
Councils report on project planning, public health, safety, welfare public works and other issues. While they are strictly
advisory in nature, the voice of the councils is heard by both the Board and other important entities.

TONY MADRIGAL

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

Santa Cruz, CALIFORNIA

Tony Madrigal, is one of seven Santa Cruz City Councilmembers. He was elected at large in the
November 2, 2004 election and re-elected on November 4, 2008. Councilman Madrigal is one
of two Latinos, and the only renter on the Santa Cruz City Council. He has been a community
organizer for affordable housing in the low-income areas of Santa Cruz and is a passionate advocate
for gang prevention/intervention programs, labor issues, and immigration rights. Councilman
Madrigal has helped start over 15 Latino Political Action Committees (PACs) in 13 counties to
help raise funds to support Latino candidates. He has served as the First Vice President of the Tri-
County Association of Latino Elected Officials (TCALEO) in Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito counties since 2009.
Since 2007, he’s been a Steering Committee member and co-founder of the Santa Cruz County Community Coalition to
Overcome Racism (SCCCCOR). Currently, the Councilman works as a Field Organizer for the California United Homecare
Workers Union a joint SEIU/AFSCME union where he organizes and represents over 4,700 in-homecare providers in
Madera, Mariposa, Tuolumne, Tulare, Kings, Mono & Alpine counties where he advocates for low-income working families
everyday.

MICHAEL MAKARSKI

Boarp oF EbucaTion MEMBER

Secaucus, New JERSEY

Board of Education Trustee Michael Makarski is currently serving his second year of a three-year
term as the youngest elected Board of Education Trustee in Secaucus, N.J. Since his election
Makarski has been spearheading a committee to enable the district to be powered by solar energy
and implement new educational equipment. As the policy chairmen for the district, Makarski uses
his position to educate parents and students alike about new regulations as well as to keep his
district up to ever changing state code. He was born and raised in Secaucus, and has been active in
his community from a young age. He worked as a volunteer for the local Police Benevolent Association during their annual
Christmas Drive, and later became an organizer for the event. Makarski graduated from the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst with studies in political science and journalism.
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BRIDGET MANIACI

ApLERWOMAN

Mabison, WISCONSIN

Alder Bridget Maniaci was elected to the Madison Common Council in April, 2009 after beating
the 8-year incumbent in a contentious 5-way race. She withstood a challenge and was re-elected to
her seat this last April. A native of Madison, Maniaci graduated from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in 2007 with degrees in political science and economics. Her first term was dominated
by a contentious $50 million hotel redevelopment proposal that became a city-wide issue and was
ultimately approved. Maniaci serves on the Housing Committee and its Landlord-Tenant Issues
Subcommittee, where she has distinguished herself on legislation for tenants rights. She also serves on the Transit & Parking
Commission and its ADA Transit Subcommittee, the Pedestrian/Bicycle/Motor Vehicle Commission, the East Washington/
Capitol Gateway Build Steering Committee, the State Street Design Project Oversight Committee and the James Madison
Park Surplus Property Disposal Committee.

LEVON CHARLES MANZIE

ScHooL BoarD COMMISSIONER

MoBILE, ALABAMA

County Board of Schools Commissioner Rev. Levon Charles Manzie was elected in the November
general elections to a six year term as a Commissioner of the Mobile County Board of School
Commissioners. The Mobile County School Board is the largest school system in the State of
Alabama. At 25, Manzie is the youngest person ever elected to serve in this position, receiving
66% of the vote in his district. Manzie is a college senior, majoring in political science and history
and serves as Assistant Pastor of the St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church of Whistler, AL.

STEPHEN DOUGLAS MASON

City CouncILMAN

Cepar HiLL, Texas

Councilman Stephen Douglas Mason serves on the seven member council for the city of Cedar
Hill, Texas.

MICHAEL MATURO

TowN COUNCILMEMBER

Tappan, NEw YORK

Town Councilmember Michael Maturo represents 50,000 residents in his hometown of
Orangetown, New York. After a year of teaching computer science in a small city on the east
coast of China, Maturo answered a desire to contribute closer to home. During his first term, he
focused on three key areas: systematic environmental consciousness, hamlet development, and
revitalization of a $3 million golf enterprise. Success came with a multi-stakeholder approach to
problem solving, securing buy-in from specific, energized citizen groups, appointed officials, and
elected officials. A less public but equally important effort has been to infuse technology into
the process of government, from land use board project visualization to IT services centralization for simplicity and cost
efficiency. After enjoying five years heavily engaged in local politics, Maturo is opting not to run for re-election to expand
and challenge himself in a larger context in New York City.
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JOSH MAXWELL

Mavor

DowNINGTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Josh Maxwell was elected as Downingtown’s youngest-ever mayor at the age of 26. He is a
graduate of West Chester University, with a B.A. in political science and a minor in international
business. Mayor Maxwell got his start in Downingtown on the planning commission where he
wrote the area’s first Energy Efficient Resolution designed to encourage green building.

LEE MAY

County COMMISIONER

DecaTur, GEORGIA

Lee May is the youngest person in the history of DeKalb County Government to be elected to
serve on the Board of Commissioners. DeKalb County elected him to a full four year term as
Commissioner in November 2008. DeKalb County Board of Commissioners oversees a $600+
million budget and Commissioner May serves as the voice for nearly 160,000 residents located in
the heart of one of the most affluent African-American communities in the country. He currently
serves as the Deputy Presiding Officer of the Board of Commissioners, Chairman of the Budget &
Finance Committee and a member on the Public Safety and General Safety Committee. May is the Chairman of the National
Association of Counties (NACO) Community and Economic Development Steering Committee. Commissioner May is a
1998 honors graduate of the historic Clark Atlanta University, and the prestigious Emory University. May is married to wife
Robin and father to daughters Ryann Kimberly and Reagan Leanne.

RAHN MAYO

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

DecaTur, GEORGIA

Rahn Mayo was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives in 2008, during one of the
most exciting election cycles in U. S. history. His committee assignments include Education,
Insurance, and Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment. Representative Mayo also serves
as vice chairman of the Henry County legislative delegation and is a former member of the Banks
and Banking Committee. On the grassroots level, Mayo is active in the Brook Glen Neighborhood
Association. He helped organize the “Adopt a Road” program in his community, joining other
citizens in picking up litter in conjunction with a county program. As board chairman of the Cedar Grove High School
Career Technology Advisory Council, he has the opportunity to support innovative academic initiatives in education, a top
priority on his legislative agenda. Mayo also initiated a Youth Law Development Program that provided field trips, guest
speakers and a variety of learning experiences in the judicial system.

AMANDA MCGILL

STATE SENATOR

LincoLN, NEBRASKA

Amanda McGill is in her second terms as the State Senator from Northeast Lincoln. Senator
McGill is a former television reporter who has taken interest in a variety of legislative matters.
She serves as the Chair of the Urban Affairs Committee and also serves on the Judiciary and
General Affairs Committees. Her priority bills have included legislation to fund school breakfast,
create bonds for roads, reform child welfare and encourage people to save money. When she is
not focusing on the legislature, McGill serves as executive director of the YWCA Lincoln. She
was recently selected for an Early Achiever Award through the University of Nebraska Alumni Association.

Unite.RebuiIdolnspire 0000000000 0COCOCOOOOOOEODO

71



YOUNG ELECTED OFFICIALS

MARLON MCWILSON

Boarp oF Ebucation MEeMBER

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

Board Member Marlon McWilson is a graduate of the University of California, Berkeley, where he
played football on an athletic scholarship. Currently, Board Member McWilson is a business owner
in Oakland and the associate academic liaison for Cal Football. He is committed to community
and education, which is why he is proud to serve the people of Alameda County.

HEATH MELLO

STATE SENATOR

OmaHA, NEBRASKA

Senator Heath Mello was elected to the Nebraska Legislature on November 4th, 2008. He
currently serves on the Appropriations, Redistricting, Nebraska Retirement Systems, Legislative
Performance Audit, Building Maintenance, and Legislature’s Planning Committees. Senator Mello
has focused his legislative agenda on job creation and is active with the CSG MLC Economic
Development and Energy committees as well as the NCSL Labor/Economic Development and
Agriculture/Energy committees. Prior to his election, he served as a Senior Aide to U.S. Senator
Ben Nelson. Senator Mello is a graduate from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a Political Science degree.

MONISHA MERCHANT

UNIVERSITY REGENT

Lakewoob, CoLORADO

Monisha Merchant represents Colorado’s 7th Congressional District on the University of
Colorado Board of Regents. A proud Colorado native, she is committed to keeping the University
of Colorado an accessible and affordable post-secondary option. She chairs the board’s awards
and capital construction committees and is the vice-chair of the budget and finance committee.
Understanding the power of education to change lives and communities, she is a staunch advocate
for children, especially for those growing up in underserved communities. Merchant serves on
Boards for nonprofits serving children and is on the White House Project Leadership Council. She is a Truman National
Security Project Fellow and a Harry S. Truman Scholar. Professionally, she is a senior director of product management at
Level 3 Communications, where she manages a multimillion dollar fiber optic telecommunications product portfolio. She
has degrees in electrical engineering and political science from MIT and an MBA from Yale School of Management.

DERWIN L. MONTGOMERY

City COUNCILMEMBER

WiNsTON-SALEM, NoRTH CAROLINA

Derwin Montgomery was elected to the Council of East Ward, City of Winston-Salem in 2009.
He is a recipient of the City of Winston-Salem Martin Luther King Young Dreamers Award.
Montgomery is a member of the North Carolina League of Municipalities, Black Elected Municipal
Officials, and the Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials. He is also a member of the National
League of Cities and of the Public Safety Committee in addition to being the Vice Char of Public
Works Committee. Councilman Montgomery graduated from Winston-Salem State University
with a focus of Political Science.
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DOMINICK MORENO

COUNCILMEMBER

Commerce City, CO

Councilmember Dominick Moreno currently serves on the Commerce City Council since being
elected in 2009.

ALISHA THOMAS MORGAN

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

AusTELL, GEORGIA

Alisha Thomas Morgan made history at age 23 by becoming the first African-American to serve
in the Georgia House of Representatives for Cobb County. Elected to her fifth term in July 2010,
at age 32 Morgan remains one of the youngest members of the entire Georgia General Assembly.
One of Georgia’s most vocal advocates for education reform, in 2009 Morgan launched the
“Closing the Achievement Gap” Campaign, assembling K-16 stakeholders for the first time in
recent history to identify ways to level the playing field in public education and prepare students
to compete in a global market. A leader in the national movement for education reform, in February of 2010 Morgan was
selected to participate in a national bi-partisan group of legislators to work under Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and
with senior staff at the US Department of Education on the reauthorization of “No Child Left Behind”. Recently appointed
to the National Board of Directors of the Black Alliance of Educational Options, Morgan also serves as the national co-chair
of the Parent’s Advisory Council of the National Coalition of Public School Options.

NINA MORRIS

Deputy Mavor Pro-Tem

LANCASTER, TExAS

Nina Morris is serving in her second term as Deputy Mayor Pro Tem on the Lancaster City Council
where she works to build community pride, economic development, and a strong tax base. Morris
is an advocate for youth and persons with disabilities. Through her non-profit organization, Persons
In Need of Knowledge (P.I.N.K) she motivates individuals to become leaders and encourage them
to reach their full potential. Inspired by family and church, she has lived in Lancaster for 26 years.
Morris graduated from Lancaster Elsie Robertson High School and continued her education at
Southern Methodist University (SMU) where she received her degree in Philosophy. Mayor Morris also has a Master’s of
Arts Degree in Forensic Psychology and is currently working on a certificate in Public Administration. The Dallas Weekly
voted her as one of the top 25 “people to look out for” in 2009 and a “mover and shaker” in the community in 2010. She was
also welcomed into the New Talented Tenth in 2010.

JIMMIE MUNOZ, JR.

GoverNING BoarD MEMBER

PHoENIX, ARIZONA

Board Member Jimmie Munoz Jr. serves on the Roosevelt Elementary School Governing Board.
Board Member Munoz graduated from Arizona State University with a B.A. in religious studies.
Even while studying at ASU, Munoz stayed involved with his neighborhood. He established a
consistent record of service frome the Martin Luther King Week of Service at low-income schools
in his neighborhood, to helping organize student activities at ASU.
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LAURA NALLEY

ScHooL COUNCILMEMBER

CHicaco, ILLiNoIs

In 1998, School Councilmember Laura Nalley joined Teach For America in Washington, D.C., as
an 8th grade Spanish teacher at Paul Junior High School. She taught for four years before moving
back home to Chicago to join Teach For America’s staff in 2002. After working for six years on
Teach For America’s recruitment team (focused especially on campuses in the Midwest) Nalley
transitioned to a role on our alumni team where she had the opportunity to help mobilize peers
who were working in and outside of the classroom to realize the vision of educational equity for all
students. She currently lives with her husband in the Lincoln Square neighborhood of Chicago’s north side. Councilwoman
Nalley serves on the Local School Council within Chicago Public Schools.

YASMIN NEAL

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

JONESBORO, GEORGIA

State Rep. Yasmin Neal is a native of Georgia, and was born and raised in Clayton County. Rep.
Neal is currently a Detective at the Clayton County Police Department in the Major Felony Unit.
She also worked at the Clayton County Sheriffs Department as an Internal Affairs/Backgrounds
and Hiring Investigator, and then an Investigator in the Fugitive Unit. Representative Neal is a
graduate of Jonesboro High School and attended Valdosta State and Clayton State Colleges, where
she pursued a degree in Criminal Justice. In 2005, Neal interned with Georgia Public Broadcasting
as a Production Assistant and covered the legislative process as an intern with GBP’s “LAWMAKERS” live television
show. She was also a writer for the Clayton News Daily and Henry Daily Herald Newspaper. Formerly, Representative Neal
worked for the Georgia Department of Motor Vehicles.

PAT NOONAN

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Ramsay, MoNTANA

Pat Noonan was first elected in 2008 to serve as the State Representative for House District 73 in
Ramsay, Montana, and was reelected in 2010. Noonan worked for AWARE, Inc. in 2003 where he
worked with children suffering from mental illness. He is currently working as the employment
services coordinator for adults with developmental disabilities.

JEREMY NORDQUIST

STATE SENATOR

OmaHA, NEBRASKA

State Senator Jeremy Nordquist has represented District 7 in the Nebraska Legislature since
January 2009. Senator Nordquist is Chairman of the Nebraska Retirement Systems Committee
and is also member of the Appropriations Committee, State-Tribal Relations Committee and
Children’s Behavioral Health Oversight Committee. In 2010, Senator Nordquist was selected to
serve as the Chairman of the Health Committee for the National Conference of State Legislatures
(NCSL). He currently works for Building Bright Futures, a community initiative that seeks to
improve overall academic performance and reduce the academic achievement gap. Nordquist is currently completing a
master’s degree in public administration with a concentration in health care at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Senator
Nordquist also serves on the Board of Directors of the One World Community Health Center in South Omabha.
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DAN PABON

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Denver, CoLorADO

State Representative Dan Pabon was elected on November 2, 2010, winning the general election
with over 75 percent of the vote. He is an active member of the West Highlands Neighborhood
Association. Representative Pabon advocates for creating jobs and working towards building a
healthy economy. As a former engineer, a member of the Green Building Council and an advisor
to sustainable design projects, he works to ensure that Colorado’s New Energy Economy creates
clean energy jobs in North Denver. He seeks to implement and build upon any national plan
signed by the president so that no Colorado child, family or employee goes without affordable and accessible health care.
Pabon spent time on the Obama presidential transition team drafting the president’s first executive orders, which established
sweeping ethics reforms and transparency guidelines in the federal government. He pledges to show the same dedication to
open and honest government in Colorado.

JOSEPH PACHECO

SELECTMAN OF RAYNHAM

RAYNHAM, MASSAGHUSETTS

Selectman of Raynham Joseph Pacheco’s career in public service began at age 19 when he was
appointed as commissioner of economic and business development. In 2007, he became the
youngest selectman in Raynham history. He is currently working on obtaining his master’s degree
in public administration from Roger Williams University in Providence. Selectman Pacheco is a
2007 graduate of Bridgewater State College with a bachelor’s of science (magna cum laude).

ROY PAUL

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER

MibbLeton, New YoRrk

At the age of 19,School Board Member Roy Paul defied the odds when was elected to the Board
of Education in Middletown, NY, making him the youngest African-American to ever be elected
to a school board in the state. In addition to serving on the School Board, Paul sat on the Boards
of several nonprofit boards, including the Regional Economic Community Action Program — an
organization committed to changing the lives of local residents in Western Orange County, through
programs like Head Start, Supportive Housing, Employment and Training, and first-time home
ownership programs. When he learned that the local chapter of the NAACP no longer existed, he
spearheaded a community effort and successfully resurrected the group.

TONY PAYTON, JR.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

First elected in 2007, State Representative Tony Payton, Jr. is a dynamic legislator from
Philadelphia. Previously, Payton worked as a housing counselor at United Communities in South
Philadelphia, where he helped low income families achieve homeownership. As a representative,
Payton has been at the forefront of reform in Pennsylvania. He has introduced legislation to create
the Pennsylvania Youth Commission, which engages young professionals in the democratic
process; authored the REACH Scholarship Initiative, which provides financial assistance at any
state university for well-qualified high school students; and introduced the Pennsylvania Green Jobs Act to stimulate the
expansion of clean energy research in Pennsylvania and increase the development of clean energy jobs. Payton takes great
pride in his ability to bring youthful energy and a unique perspective to the General Assembly. His legislation has been
called visionary by leading economists and educators throughout the Commonwealth.
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MICHAEL T. PEMBLETON, JR.

Mavor

SuNFLOWER, MississIPPI

At age 22, Mayor Michael T. Pembleton, Jr. is the youngest mayor in the State of Mississippi,
and also the first African American mayor of Sunflower. Since taking office in July 2009, he has
focused on infrastructure, public parks, education and the beautification of Sunflower, an area with
over 30,000 residents. Pembleton is proud of his record of service and dedication to Sunflower
County and the State of Mississippi. His motto is “If better is possible, than good is not enough,”
and Mayor Pembleton plans to continue to fight for his constituents.

BETH PETERSON

CiTv GOUNCILMEMBER

EveLeTH, MINNESOTA

City Councilmember Beth Peterson serves the city of Eveleth, Minnesota. She was elected in
2010.

QUENTIN W. PHIPPS

PLANNING & ZoNING COMMISSIONER

MIDDLETOWN, CoNNECTICUT

In 2007, Quentin W. Phipps, lifelong Middletown resident, was appointed to fill a vacancy on
the Planning & Zoning commission. Later that year, he was elected to remain in that post and
continues to serve on the Planning & Zoning Commission. After graduating from the Middletown
Public School system, Phipps attended Bryant University of Smithfield, Rhode Island. While
at Bryant, he was involved with a number of university organizations: he was president of the
student senate, treasurer of the INROADS Student Association of Greater Hartford — Springfield
Chapter, and as a resident assistant. For his service at Bryant, he earned the Martin Luther King Junior Leadership Award
for his contributions to the greater Bryant community. He currently is the vice president and manager at the Glastonbury
banking center for TD Bank, and is involved the Middlesex Substance Abuse Action Council. He also is a leader of the
Connecticut Young Democrats and the Oddfellows Playhouse Youth Theatre.

SAM PRADO

City CouNcILMEMBER

WiLminGgTON, DELAWARE

At the age of 32, Sam Prado is the youngest member of the Wilmington City Council and is the
only Hispanic Democrat elected in the State of Delaware. Prior to becoming a councilman, he was
appointed in 2001 by Mayor James M. Baker as a constituent services officer. Over the years, he
has responded to hundreds of citizen inquiries and community concerns. Councilman Prado is a
1999 graduate of the University of Delaware and received his degree in political science.
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REV. DR. SIMEON QUEEN

CITY COUNCILMAN

Prairie View, Texas

Rev. Dr. Simeon Queen is the Mayor Pro Tem/City Councilman of the city of Prairie View, Texas.
He is also the Chairman of the Board of Adjustments & Appeals for the city. Dr. Queen is also
the author of a ground breaking book, “Christians We Be Clubbin,” which seeks to highlight a
new consciousness in spiritual enlightenment to the younger generation. Queen attended Prairie
View A&M University for his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, and received his Doctorate of
Missionology from The Lord’s Outreach School of Theology in Lake Charles. Queen is also
involved in various organizations, including F.O.C.G: Sigma Rhomeo Inc., and he is the National Chaplain for the PVAMU
National Alumni Association. Dr. Queen is currently the Pastor of Congregational & Community Support at St. John’s
Downtown UMC, one of the most progressive churches in the country.

RACHEL QUINTANA

CITY REPRESENTATIVE

EL Paso, Texas

Rachel Quintana is a first-term councilwoman in the city of El Paso. She attended El Paso
Community College where she was made the Dean’s List before transferring to the University of
Texas at El Paso. She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Public Relations and Organizational
Communication, and minored in Criminal Justice. Quintana is the proud mother of her 7 year old
daughter. Since graduating from UTEP, Rachel Quintana has dabbled in various industries, yet
has remained true to her goal to always support her community—aspirations which naturally led
her to public service.

WOLE RALPH

County COMMISSIONER

JONESBORO, GEORGIA

Wole Ralph is Vice-Chairman of the Clayton County Board of Commissioners. At 26, Ralph is the
youngest county commissioner in Georgia. Ralph’s awards include the 30 under 30 Leadership
award from Ebony Magazine, the 40 under 40 Leadership award from Georgia Trend Magazine,
Leader of the Future Award from the Atlanta Business Chronicle and the Community Champion
Award from Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD). He has been featured in many national
publications. Commissioner Ralph serves on the Board of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce
and the Southern Regional Medical Center. He was a former Executive Board member of the Atlanta Area Boy Scouts of
America, Campaign Chairman for the Clayton County United Way and the Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity.

KATHRYN RAMIREZ

ScHooL Boarp MEmBER

SALINAS, CALIFORNIA

Board Member Kathryn Ramirez began her career in education as a teacher at a local college
in Salinas, where she first realized the need to improve public schools. In 2003, Board Member
Ramirez began her public service career as a trustee for the Salinas Union High School District.
She is also the regional media coordinator/retail program specialist for the Network for a Healthy
California of the Central Coast, and is currently pursuing a master’s of public administration at
Golden Gate University.
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JERMAINE REED

City COUNCILMEMBER

Kansas Gity, Missourl

Councilman Jermaine began serving the underserved citizens in Kansas City, Missouri as a
young teen. At 26, he is committed to improving economic opportunities for citizens in Kansas
City’s 3" District. Mr. Reed is the youngest member on the City Council; however, his depth of
experience has prepared him to accomplish his campaign platform to “Energize and Restore the
Third District.” He currently serves on the Transportation and Infrastructure, Neighborhoods &
Healthy Communities and the Public Safety and Emergency Services Committees. Reed received
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the University of Missouri-Columbia. He serves as Chairman of the
Board for the Group Against Crime, an organization committed to reducing crime in Kansas City.

MICHELE REINHART

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

MissouLa, MoNTANA

Michele Reinhart is a third-term Montana state representative, serving on the Business and
Labor, Natural Resources and Local Government Committees. She grew up in Livingston,
Montana, just north of Yellowstone National Park. Representative Reinhart has a B.A. and a
M.S. in Environmental Studies and is now attending law school. She was a 2010 American Bar
Association Janet Steiger Anti-Trust/Consumer Protection Fellow and has ten years of natural
resource policy experience. Reinhart lobbied on energy, natural resource and agriculture issues for
the Northern Plains Resource Council and the Montana Environmental Information Center. She is a former land use planner
and Yellowstone Park Ranger. Representative Reinhart is a currently a legal intern with the Missoula County Prosecutor’s
office. Someday, she hopes to see the creation of a Montana Environmental Criminal Unit to prosecute illegal pollution
dumping and prevent toxic contamination of the environment.

CRAIG RICE

CGounty COUNGILMEMBER

GERMANTOWN, MARYLAND

Craig Rice was elected to the Montgomery County Council in 2010. He previously served four
years in the Maryland House of Delegates, first elected in 2006. He was the first African American
to represent District 15, the most affluent District in the State with a minority population of less
than 10%. Rice has lived with his family in Germantown, Maryland, for the past five years. Mr.
Rice has been the President of the Germantown Democratic Club, sat on the Board of Directors
for the Villages at Town Center Association and is a member of the Germantown Alliance, the
NAACP and the Montgomery County Young Democrats.

RONALD RICE

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

Newark, NEw JERSEY

Ron is a third-generation Newarker. He won the race for West Ward Councilman in 2006, and was
sworn into office alongside Mayor Cory A. Booker. Councilman Rice has introduced initiatives for
city government reform, economic development and community empowerment. He has sponsored
the far-reaching municipal ethics reform, creating an Office of the Inspector General, instituted
“pay to play” political contribution reform and created an open and transparent appointment
process. Rice was the lead advocate for the West Ward Abandoned Properties Initiative, a major
2 011 neighborhood redevelopment project in the Fairmount District that is building workforce housing and

using local, minority contractors. He is a graduate of American University and Seton Hall University, and
also attended the School of Law in Newark, NJ.
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MIKE RICHARDS

Deputy BoarD GHAIRMAN

CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS

Mike Richards is serving his third term on the Champaign County Board, having been named
deputy board chairman after the 2010 election. He oversees the County’s court system and human
service agencies on behalf of the Board. As Democratic Caucus representative on Champaign
County’s Redistricting Commission, Richards has spent much of 2011 creating the county’s new
map for its 11 districts. In addition to his work with the county’s court system, he has focused on
reducing the county’s carbon footprint and increasing accountability & transparency in government
operations. Richards was also elected to his second term as Secretary of the Champaign County Democratic Party in 2010.

TRAVIS RIGHARDSON

ScHooL COUNCILMEMBER

CHicaco, ILLiNoIs

Travis Richardson was elected as a Local School Council Member in 2010.

ANA ROSA RIZO-CENTINO

CouNCILWOMAN

Maywoop, CALIFORNIA

Elected to Maywood City Council in 2007, Ana Rosa Rizo currently serves as Mayor of Maywood.
Rizo graduated from U.C. Santa Barbara and has worked on many local social justice programs.
Her work focuses on government transparency, support for working families, police conduct
reform and clean drinking water. Earlier in her career, Rizo served as a Planning Commissioner for
the City Of Maywood, Executive Director for PUEBLO & PUEBLO Education Fund, California
Lead Organizer for the National Farm Worker Ministry and was the National Coordinator for the
Student Labor Action Project. She has received the “Women of Action” award from Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez, as
well as awards from Supervisor Gloria Molina and Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard.

JACQUE ROBINSON

COUNCILMEMBER

PasaDENA, CALIFORNIA

Re-elected in March 2011 with close to 75% of the vote, Jacque Robinson is serving her second
term as member of the Pasadena City Council, District 1. Born and raised in Pasadena, her focus
areas include youth and young adult development, public safety and economic development.
A proud public school graduate, Robinson earned her B.A. from the University of California,
Berkeley (2000), and recently completed her Master’s in Public Administration from California
State University, Northridge (2011). She continues her commitment to public service and social
justice as an active member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and the Pasadena Branch of the NAACP.
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HECTOR RODRIGUEZ

County LecisLaTor

New Pactz, New York

Hector S. Rodriguez represents District 10 in the Ulster County Legislature. He was endorsed
by the Democratic, Independence, and Working Families parties. Rodriguez is the Chairman of
the Committee on Economic Development, Planning, Housing and Transit. He is also a member
of Government Efficiency, Reform and Intergovernmental Affairs committee as well as the
Committee on Environmental Protection.

JASON ROGERS

City COUNGILMEMBER

Paris, Texas

Wanting to give back to his community, Jason Rogers serves as the youngest member of the City
Council in Paris, Texas. He also serves as the Project Coordinator of the National Children’s
Study. He is also the Executive Director of the Ralph Rodgers Academy, a Christian childcare
center and private school dedicated to educating underprivileged children. He also serves in his
local church as the Youth Pastor for St. Paul Baptist Church and as Media Director and Scout
Leader for the church’s Boy Scout Troop. In his spare time he is President and CEO of Club
Souldier, an organization committed to assisting at-risk youth find employment and/or receive their G.E.D., High School
Diploma or continue on to higher education. Continuing his belief in Social Justice, Councilman Rogers helped to Draft and
pass the City’s first ever ZERO Tolerance Policy on Racism.

EDDIE ROOKER

ALDERMAN

ITHACA, NEw YORK

Eddie Rooker is an Ithica City Adlerman.

JASON ROTHMAN

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

Pomona, CALIFORNIA

Jason Rothman has served on the Pomona Unified School District Board since 2009. Rothman
previously served as a Pomona planning commissioner. He graduated from California State
Polytechnic University, Ponoma with a B.S. in biotechnology.

BRIAN ROWLAND

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

Prairie View, Texas

City Councilman Brian Rowland was elected at the age of 29, and was an instrumental force
in the successful restoration of Prairie View A&M University students’ rights to vote. He has
received the Young Champions of Justice Award from the Lawyers Committee on Civil Rights.

2 01 1 He has been actively involved in the NAACP for the last 16 years. Currently, he

is the Assistant Treasurer for the Texas State Conference for NAACP Branches.
. Rowland holds a Master’s in Community Development, and a Master’s in
Natlonal Business Administration from Prairie View A&M University. He completed his undergraduate studies at

Convening Tarleton State University.
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NATALIA RUDIAK

City COUNCILMEMBER

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Pittsburgh City Councilwoman Natalia Rudiak is a graduate of the George Washington University.
Councilwoman Rudiak holds a masters degree in public policy and management from Carnegie
Mellon University. Prior to her election, she was an active community leader and business owner
in Pittsburgh’s southern neighborhoods.

DIANE RUSSELL

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

PortLanD, MaINE

Representative Diane Russell is serving her second term in the legislature and is a returning
member of the Veterans and Legal Affairs Committee. She has been an outspoken progressive
voice for working families and the immigrant community. A public relations consultant, she has
also worked in community organizing. She is a founding board member of the Opportunity Maine
Campaign, a nonprofit organization that used the citizen’s initiative process to make college more
affordable for all Mainers. Russell also is a former member of Common Cause Maine.

LUIS D. SANGHEZ

County COoMMISSIONER

MibLanD, TExas

Luis D. Sanchez is in his first term as a County Commissioner for Midland County, where he was
born and raised. Sanchez is active in local grassroots organizations. He is one of the youngest
elected officials in Midland history. Commissioner Sanchez received an associate’s degree in
Government from Midland College. He holds a bachelor’s degree from Texas Tech University
where he had a dual major in Political Science and Spanish. The Commissioner is currently
attending the University of Texas of the Permian Basin and will be graduating at the end of this
summer with a master’s in public administration. Sanchez is a first generation Mexican-American and a first generation
college student. Mr. Sanchez is also a youth minister for the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo.

DAVID SCHAPIRA

STATE SENATOR

PHoENIX, ARIZONA

State Senator Schapira’s focus in the Legislature is the education of Arizona’s children.
As a former public school teacher, he knows the future of education in Arizona depends
on investment in student learning, reducing class sizes, paying teachers reasonable wages
and working to make our state’s universities leaders in higher education and research.
A product of Arizona public schools, Schapira also attended Arizona State University and
Northern Arizona University before receiving his Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from
The George Washington University in Washington, DC. He is a third-generation Arizonan. Schapira served as a public high
school teacher in the Valley, as an aide to US Senator Tom Daschle in Washington, DC and as manager of Terry Goddard’s
2002 campaign for Arizona Attorney General. In 2003, Schapira founded a consulting business called Democracy Online
Campaigns. Schapira is also a cancer survivor and has worked with the American Cancer Society.
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CARL SCIORTINO

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

MEepForp, MASSAGHUSETTS

Carl Sciortino represents the Boston-area communities of Somerville and Medford. In 2004 he
defeated an anti-marriage equality incumbent defended two unsuccessful attempts to amend the
state constitution. As a LGBT lawmaker, Sciortino works to extend equal rights to transgender
residents. He has been an advocate for a range of issues related to social and economic justice,
including raising the minimum wage, closing corporate tax loopholes, passing Massachusetts’
landmark universal healthcare law, pushing for improvements in education & testing policies and
increasing access to public transportation. Prior to the legislature, he worked in the public health field in the area of HIV/
AIDS research. Representative Sciortino is currently serving his fourth term in the legislature.

NATHAN SHINAGAWA

CouNTY LEGISLATOR

ITHACA, NEw YORK

Nathan Ikkyu Hanil Shinigawa became the youngest county legislator in the history of Tompkins
County, N.Y. when he was elected in 2005. He currently serves as the chair of the Public Safety
Committee, where he promotes alternatives to incarceration programs. Legislator Shinagawa is a
graduate of Cornell University.

KYRSTEN SINEMA

STATE SENATOR

PHoENIX, ARIZONA

Kyrsten Sinema currently serves as the State Senator for District 15, an area that covers most of
central Phoenix. Prior to her 2010 election to the Arizona State Senate, she served 3 terms in
the Arizona House of Representatives. From 2009 to 2010, she was the Assistant Leader of the
Democratic Caucus. Senator Sinema also served on the Appropriations and Judiciary Committees.
She is the only Arizona legislator to serve on the White House Health Reform Task Force. Senator
Sinema holds both a law degree and an MSW from ASU, and is currently pursing her PhD in the
School of Social Justice and Social Inquiry at ASU. She was just named one of Times Magazine’s “40 Under 40” as one of
the rising stars of American politics. Her first book, Unite and Conquer: How to Build Coalitions that Win and Last, was
released in July 2009 by Berrett-Koehler Publishers.

AHNNA SMITH

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHineToN, D.C.

Ahnna Smith is currently in her first term as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner in
Washington, DC, and was elected Vice-Chair of the Board. She works as a senior advisor in the
office of the Deputy Mayor for Education, where she oversees a number of projects related to
school facilities, public charter schools, and inter-agency collaboration. Previously, Smith worked
as a senior graduate recruitment manager with Teach First, a UK based nonprofit that addresses
educational inequality across schools in England and Northern Ireland. Prior to that, she worked
for Teach For America in Washington, DC as a recruitment director. After earning a degree in political science, magna cum
laude from the University of Maryland, College Park, she began her career as an elementary school teacher in Miami-Dade
County Public Schools as a Teach For America corps member where she was named Outstanding Teacher of the Year by
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CLEM SMITH

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

St. Louts, Missouri

Clem Smith represents parts of north and mid St. Louis County in the Missouri House of
Representatives. He was elected to his first two-year term in November 2010. Smith serves
as Deputy Minority Whip, Treasurer of the Missouri Legislative Black Caucus, and Sergeant
at Arms of the Labor Caucus. In addition to his legislative duties, Representative Smith
is employed as an Aircraft Assembly Mechanic for The Boeing Company. He previously
worked for Chrysler LLC. and served as a Union Representative for United Autoworkers.

JOSE SOLACHE

ScHooL Boarp MEMBER

Lynwoob, CALIFORNIA

Jose Luis Solache made history as the youngest Latino school board member in the history of
Lynwood. He is currently the president of the School Board, representing more than 18,000
students, 850 teachers and many service employees. Solache worked with his colleagues on behalf
of the School Board, the Lynwood Teachers Association, Service Employees International Union
and the California School Employees Association to raise salary levels and offer a fair benefit
package for all district employees. He is currently completing his teaching credentials and serves
as the HIV/AIDS program coordinator at the Oldtimers Foundation.

KAITLIN SOPOCI-BELKNAP

WAater DisTricT BOARD PRESIDENT

EuRreka, CALIFORNIA

Kaitlin Sopoci-Belknap is the executive director of Democracy Unlimited. In 2004, she was
elected to serve on the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District Board, and she is the youngest
member to serve in this position as well as the first woman to take this office. She was re-elected
in 2008 and has served as Board President since 2009. She grew up in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and
studied education and community at Hampshire College in Amherst, MA. She graduated from the
New College of California. Sopoci is also on the Executive Committee of the Move to Amend
campaign, working to amend the U.S. Constitution to abolish corporate personhood.

AARON SPENCER

Apvisory NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHingTON, DC

Aaron Spencer is an elected Neighborhood Commissioner in the city of Washington DC.
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RICHARD ST. PAUL

City COUNCILMEMBER

New RocHELLE, NEw YoRrk

Richard St. Paul was elected to the New Rochelle City Council in 2007, and currently serves
as deputy mayor. He worked in the White House under the Clinton Administration, on Capitol
Hill in the office of U.S. Rep. Chaka Fattah and in the office of Pennsylvania governor Tom
Ridge. Currently, he is a licensed attorney in the state of New York and the District of Columbia.
Councilman St. Paul is also an adjunct professor at Monroe College in New Rochelle. In addition,
he has served his country for several years as a member of the United States Army Reserve, Judge
Advocate General (JAG), and the Legal Service Organization.

KACIE STARR -TRIPLETT

ALDERWOMAN

St. Louts, Missouri

Kacie Starr-Triplett is one of Saint Louis’ youngest and brightest leaders. Elected at the age of
26 to the St. Louis Board of Aldermen, her dedication to the city has attracted national attention.
She’s been featured in ALIVE and Ebony magazines as a Young Leader Under 30. Triplett has
also represented the United States during a bi-partisan delegation to East Asia where she studied
the government and history of Vietnam. During the presidential primary, she served as the local
spokesperson for the Barack Obama campaign — playing an important role in his historic victory,
and later serving as a delegate to the 2008 Democratic National Convention. Prior to her election, Kacie Starr-Triplett served
as the District Affairs Coordinator for Congressman Russ Carnahan and as the Community Outreach Coordinator for former
House minority leader Dick Gephardt, in Washington, D.C. and in St. Louis.

MARK STEVENS

Apvisory NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSIONER

WasHingTON, DC

Mark Stevens is an elected Neighborhood Commissioner in the city of Washington DC.

JAMES SULLIVAN

Mavor

ScHuYLERVILLE, NEW YORK

Mayor James Sullivan has been serving on the Village of Victory Board of Trustees since 2009.
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MICHAEL TALBOY

REPRESENTATIVE

JEFFERSON GiTy, MiSSOURI

Michael Talboy was elected to the Missouri House of Representatives in 2006. He serves on the
Rules committee, Real ID and Personal Privacy committee, the joint committee on Administrative
Rules and the joint committee on Tax Policy. Talboy graduated from the University of Missouri—
Kansas City in 2000 with a communications degree, and received his law degree in 2002. He is
a practicing attorney in Kansas City and is a member of the Missouri Bar Association. Michael
Talboy has served on the Board of Directors for the Kansas/Western Missouri chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union.

JAMES TAYLOR, JR.

COUNCILMEMBER

WinsTON-SALEM, NoRTH CAROLINA

James Taylor was born in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and was elected to the city council in
2009. He also serves as the Vice-Chair of the Public Safety Committee, and focuses on community
development and housing. He is apart of the North Carolina League of Cities, and is a member of
the Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club Advisory Board and is a member of the Black Caucus of
Local Elected Officials.

EZRA TEMKO

City COUNGILMEMBER

NEwARK, DELAWARE

Ezra J. Temko has served as city councilman for the Fifth District of Newark since his election in at
the age 0f 22, and was reelected without opposition in 2010. Now 25, Temko is the youngest elected
official in the state of Delaware. He is an alumnus of People For the American Way Foundation’s
Front Lines Leaders Academy, which helped him gain the tools needed for his campaigns. He
received his BA in Politics from Oberlin College, his MPA in State and Local Management from
the University of Delaware, and an MA in Teaching from Wilmington University. Currently,
Councilman Temko teaches middle school math at the environmentally-themed Wissahickon Charter School in Philadelphia.
His focus on the city council is energy conservation and increasing citizen participation in government.

JEFF THIGPEN

ReaisTer oF DEeebs

GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

Register of Deeds Jeff Thigpen is serving in his second term in Guilford County, NC. He was the
youngest member ever elected to Guilford County Board of Commissioners at age 27. Previously,
he served for six years as Register. Thigpen has BA and BS degrees in Political Science and
Justice and Policy Studies from Guilford College along with a Master’s Degree in Public Affairs
from UNC-Greensboro. He is a trained mediator, and he recently has been working on issues
related to foreclosures and mortgage fraud. Thigpen’s upcoming book, Young Politics, profiles a
number of YEO’s and will be published by Polar Bear and Company in October 2011.
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ELIZABETH TOLEDO

Boarp oF EbucaTion MEMBER

THERMAL, CALIFORNIA

Elizabeth R. Toledo was sworn in 2010 as the newest member of the Riverside County Board of
Education. Toledo was appointed to replace Trustee William Kroonen. Until her appointment,
Toledo previously served on the Coachella Valley Unified School District Board. She also manages
a Building Healthy Communities program. Toledo represents the Coachella Valley, Desert Center,
Desert Sands and Palo Verde school districts.

DANIEL TORRES

Boarp oF Ebucation MemBer

New Pact1z, New York

At the time of his election in 2009, Daniel Torres was the youngest elected official in New York
State. He is also the youngest elected Latino in the history of New York State.

ANNA MARIE TOVAR

REPRESENTATIVE

ToLLESON, ARIZONA

Anna Marie Tovar has been serving in the Arizona House of Representatives since 2009.
Previously, Tovar served as councilmember to the city of Tolleson from eight years and was
appointed Vice-Mayor in 2007. Tovar serves as a member of the National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL) and the National Association of Latino Elected Officials (NALEO). Rep.
Tovar attended Arizona State University where she received a B.A., Elementary Education with
Emphasis in English as a Second Language. In addition to her service as a state representative,
Tovar is also a teacher at Tolleson Elementary School.

IGOR TREGUB

RenT BoarD COMMISSIONER

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

Commissioner Igor Tregub is serving as a Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board Commissioner.
Tregub is finalizing plans to deploy a mentorship and civic engagement program for at risk-
youth in middle school in the coming year. Aside from his service to the Commission, Tregub
works as an engineer with the Department of Energy and is completing the final month of the
Future Leaders Program, a two-year professional development program. He graduated from U.C.
Berkeley in 2008 with bachelor’s degrees in Mechanical Engineering and Political Science, and he
is currently working towards a master’s degree in Management Science and Engineering with an emphasis on International
Security at Stanford University.

TROIDL, TIFFANY

Boarp oF Epucation MEMBER

PHoENIX, ARIZONA

Tiffany Troidl is a Governing Board Member of the Creighton Elementary School District.
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HUGO TZEC

GoverNING BoarD MEMBER

BaLbwIN PARK, CALIFORNIA

Hugo Tzec is a proud member of the Baldwin Park Board of Education. He graduated with a
history major and English literature minor from Georgetown University before obtaining his law
degree from the University of San Francisco School. Mr. Tzec also serves his community as a
labor lawyer.

MIGHAEL UNIS

Boarb oF EpucaTioN

VEroNA, NJ

Michael Unis is a member of the Board of Education in Verona, New Jersey. He was sworn into
office in 2009.

EDDIE VANBOGAERT

City COUNGILMEMBER

WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA

Eddie VanBogaert, 22, represents the first district of West Lafayette on the city council. His
constituency is mostly Purdue University students and young professionals, and he is focused
on improving community relationships and attracting commercial development to the area. As
a recent graduate of Purdue University himself, VanBogaert works full-time as a consultant for
high-tech developers and social campaigns.

JEREMY A. VANMETER

GoverNING BoarD MEMBER

FairriELD GounTy, OHIO

Governing Board Member Jeremy VanMeter’s experience on the local board of education compelled
him to run for a seat on the Governing Board of the Fairfield County Educational Service Center
in 2009. His overall vision is a safe school environment that provides equal opportunities for all
students regardless of geographic location. Not only is VanMeter making waves of change on the
county board, but he is active in the statewide referendum of Ohio’s Senate Bill 5, a bill that hurts
Ohio’s working families and strips collective bargaining rights of teachers, firefighters, police
officers and other public employees. He is a 2010 graduate of Muskingum University, earning a
bachelor’s degree in political science. Mr. Vanmeter is currently pursuing graduate work in political science.
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DAVID VELA

ScHooL Boarp MEMBER

MonNTEBELLO, CALIFORNIA

A Los Angeles native, David Vela was elected to the Montebello Unified School District Board of
Education in 2007, and during his tenure, he has helped create a perfect attendance campaign. Vela
has also initiated a school task force which partners with the Bell Gardens Police Department to
improve school safety. Prior to joining the school board, Vela began his public service career as the
External Coordinator for Chicanos for Community Medicine at the University of California Los
Angeles. After graduating, Vela served as a senior legislative assistant to former Assemblywoman
Jackie Goldberg, where he worked on labor, transportation and economic development issues. Vela graduated from the
University of California, Los Angeles and holds a Master’s degree in Public Policy from Pepperdine University.

JENNA VENDIL

ScHooL CommiTTEE MEMBER

PorTLAND, MAINE

Committeewoman Jenna Vendil found positive role in her teachers who encouraged her to work
hard and set high goals. Vendil was able to overcome the challenges of poverty and periodic
homelessness, and pursued college level courses at Brown University while still in high school. In
2002, Vendil received a scholarship that allowed her to come to Maine to study at Bates College.
In 2008, Committeewoman Vendil became the field director for the League of Young Voters.

JENNIFER WADSWORTH

SoiL & WATER SUPERVISOR

RALEIGH, NoRTH CAROLINA

Jennifer Wadsworth is the youngest elected member of the Wake County Soil & Water Conservation
District’s Board of Supervisors. The Wake Soil & Water Conservation District endeavors to
conserve, preserve and protect the county’s natural resources. The District provides technical
and financial assistance to landowners and land users for managing natural resources (including

wildlife).

JAMES LOUIS WALLS, JR.

Mavor

DistricT HEIGHTS, MARYLAND

James L. Walls, Jr. was re-elected Mayor of the City of District Heights, Maryland, in 2010. He is
the youngest mayor in the city’s history. Mayor Walls has received accolades from many cities
and states from around the country for his outstanding commitment and dedication to public and
community service. In 2008, Mayor Walls received the distinguished Civic Engagement Award
from Prince George’s County. Mayor Walls serves on the Executive Board of Directors for the
National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials, and currently serves as the National Treasurer.
He is the former president of the Maryland Black Mayors Association.

VIRGIL WATKINS, JR.

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

MacoN, GEoRaiA

Councilman Virgil Watkins Jr., 23, is a graduate of Georgia Southern University with a degree in

political science. In 2007, he was elected to represent the Fourth Ward on the Macon City Council.
Prior to his elected, Councilman Watkins worked for the Service Employees

2 01 1 International Union as a political organizer, served as Democratic representative
on the Bibb County Board of Elections, and was a mayoral appointee to the

N ational Macon Transit Authority.
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LEA WEBB

City CouNcILMEMBER

BingHamTON, NY

Councilwoman Lea Webb is an award-winning activist, working to bridge the gap between local
and state government to bring about positive and lasting change in her community. Her greatest
achievements include being the first — and youngest — African-American representative on the
Binghamton City Council. Webb is currently a community organizer with Citizen Action of New
York, where she coordinates the Health Care for All New Yorkers and the Racial/Ethnic Disparities
task forces. Recently, Webb brought public and private partnerships together to address a 15-year
food desert in her district by securing plans for a grocery store. She was recognized as one of tomorrow’s leaders by Oprah
magazine and the White House Project, and was honored with the President’s Award by the Broome-Tioga Branch of the
NAACEP for her significant contributions to her community.

JASON WEST

Mavor

New PaLtz, New York

Jason West was first elected as Mayor of New Paltz New York in 2003. West is frequently
acknowledged for his courageous persistence in performing same-sex weddings despite significant
legal barriers. Mayor West was named the Best New Mayor of 2003 by Hudson Valley magazine,
and has been honored by such organizations as the New York State Senate Democratic Conference,
the California State Legislature and many other community organizations. As Mayor, Jason West
took part in the creation of the United Nations Urban Environmental Accords in San Francisco,
and was one of sixty mayors from around the world who signed the original Accords. Mayor West is also a founding member
and serves on the steering committee of the Young Elected Officials Network.

JASON WIENER

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

MissouLa, MoNTANA

Jason Wiener joined the city council of Missoula, Montana in 2008. His previously worked in
investment banking, teaching and journalism, as well as in the restaurant and customer service
industry. Councilman Wiener moved to Missoula in 2003 to study philosophy at the University of
Montana, earning his master’s in 2005. His undergraduate degree is from Wabash College, where
he studied economics and philosophy.

ALAN B. WILLIAMS

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

TaLLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

Alan Williams was elected to the Florida House of Representatives to represent parts of Leon
and Gadsden counties. Prior to his election, Williams was an aide to Tallahassee Mayor John
Marks, serving as liaison between the community and the office of the Mayor. Representative
Williams is a member of Leadership Tallahassee, Opportunity Tallahassee, Leadership Florida,
the Chamber of Commerce, United Way, and the United States Commission on Civil Rights
Advisory Committee.
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MARK WILLIAMS

TransIT BoarRD MEMBER

CasTrO VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

As a member of the Castro Valley Transit Board, Williams represents the Castro Valley, San
Lorenzo, Ashland, Cherryland and Fairview.

FAITH WINTER

CiTv COUNCILMEMBER

WESTMINSTER, COLORADO

Councilwoman Faith Winter was elected in 2007. Winter has spent her entire career bringing
people together to make positive change. She has worked in homeless shelters and board rooms,
and over the last decade, Winter has helped empower thousands of people to become civically
involved and participate in democracy. In Westminster, she worked with nonprofits to create
affordable housing, with local businesses to create jobs and with local residents on making
community improvements.

MICHAEL WOJCIK

City COUNCILMEMBER

RocHEesTER, MINNESOTA

Michael Wojcik was elected in 2008 to the city council. He is a member of the Olmsted County
Environmental Commission, the Fox Hill Neighborhood, Holy Spirit Catholic Church, Youth
and Adult Soccer, Core Neighborhood Advocates and is a Smart Energy Policy Advocate. He
attainted a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from the University of North Dakota, as
well as a master’s degree in electrical engineering business administration from the University of
Minnesota.

CYNTHIA WOLKEN

City COUNCILMEMBER

MissouLa, MINNESOTA

Cynthia Wolken was sworn in as a Missoula City Councilwoman in 2011. She is currently the
chair of the board of directors of the Montana Human Rights Network, and works for Equality and
Economic Liberation, an organization devoted to economic justice issues.

DAVID WOODWARD

County CoMMISSIONER

RovaL Oak, MicHIGAN

County Commissioner Dave Woodward previously served in the Michigan House of
Representatives. At 22, he was one of the youngest ever elected to that post. After serving the
maximum three terms, Woodward was elected to the Oakland County Commission in 2004.
He also joined the Center for Progressive Leadership. Commissioner Woodward also serves as
president of Oakland Health Plan, Inc. Woodward is a graduate of Wayne State University, where

he earned his bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a minor in economics. He
2 01 1 was also president of the student council.
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JUSTEN A. WRIGHT

City COUNCILMEMBER

WiLmiNGTON, DELAWARE

Justen Wright is currently in his first term as a city councilmember, and is the youngest
elected official to ever serve on Wilmington’s city council. Wright’s issue areas include public
works, transportation, housing, licenses and education. He represents approximately 72,000
constituents.

JOSH YOUNG

TownsHIP COMMISSIONER

COATSEVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Commissioner Young was elected to the Caln Township Board of Commissioners in 2005 at the
age of 23 and re-elected in 2009. He has ushered the Board into the 21st century by utilizing
digital communications, digital data storage and paperless meetings. Commissioner Young created
the Caln Township’s renewable energy and conservation task force, which has hosted two green
expos, promotes recycling and community gardens. The commissioner is a county Democratic
committee member. In 2006, Young was elected to the Pennsylvania Democratic state committee,
and in the following year, he was appointed by the governor to serve as a trustee at Slippery Rock University. He later
became the youngest chairman of the Council of Trustees in university history. Young was honored in 2010 as one of
Pennsylvania’s 30 under 30.
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ANDREW D. GILLUM

YEO Network Executive DIRecTOR

Andrew Gillum, Executive Director of the YEO Network, became the youngest person elected to
the Tallahassee City Commission in February 2003. He served as Field Organizer and statewide
Director of the “Arrive With 5” program with PFAW Foundation, having organized the largest
get-out-the-vote campaign in Florida’s history. Currently, he is the National Director of PFAW
Foundation’s Youth Programs, including leading the YEO Network. Andrew completed Harvard
Kennedy School’s 2009-summer session of their Senior Executives in State and Local Government
Program and serves on the Board of Directors for The Schott Foundation for Public Education.
Andrew and his wife, R.Jai Gillum, are proud alumni of Florida A&M University (FAMU), where Andrew is a former
president of the Student Government Association and FAMU’s first student member of the Board of Trustees. Contact
Andrew at agillum@pfaw.org.

RYAN HURST

MemBERSHIP COORDINATOR

Ryan is a graduate of the Florida State University where he received a Bachelor of Science degree
for a double major in Political Science and Interdisciplinary Social Science. Originally from
Plantation, Florida, Ryan volunteers in local, state, and federal campaigns, and helped lead the
Obama Campaign to a Florida victory as a Field Organizer overseeing three of North Florida’s
largest counties. Before becoming the Network’s membership services coordinator, Ryan served
as an intern, assisting with both 2008 and 2009 National Convenings, and is an alumnus of the
Front Line Leaders Academy. In addition to his work with the YEO Network, Ryan co-leads the
Front Line Leaders Academy program. Contact Ryan at rhurst@pfaw.org.

ALISHA THOMAS MORGAN

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES

A graduate of Spelman College, Alisha Thomas Morgan has been with PFAW since 2005. In
November 2002, she became the first African American to serve Cobb County in the Georgia
House of Representatives. She has received numerous awards and honors including the Joe Mack
Milson People’s Champion Award, featured in Ebony, Essence and Marie Claire Magazines and
has become a national leader in Education Reform. Alisha is married to David Morgan and is
a proud mommy to their daughter, Lailah Camille. She also released her first book entitled No
Apologies: Powerful Lessons in Life, Love & Politics. Contact Alisha at amorgan@pfaw.org.

LINDA INGE

AbMINISTRATIVE MANAGER

Linda Inge began with PFAW Foundation in 2000 as a volunteer, but quickly turned her passion
for civil rights into a career. Since joining PFAW and PFAW Foundation, Linda has worked on
several important campaigns, such as the Florida Class Size Reduction Amendment, the U.S.
Supreme Court issues in 2005 and 2006, and the Foundation’s Election Protection (EP) for two
election cycles. Linda also runs a community shared-cost food program in Gadsden County called
“Neighborhood Improvement for a Better Living.” In its seventh year, it is able to consistently
help 200 families per month. Linda resides in Tallahassee, Florida with her husband, Leron Inge.
Contact Linda at linge@pfaw.org.

UniteeRebuildelnspire
93



YEO TEAM

RAQUEL SIMON-PETLEY

ProGRAMS MANAGER

Raquel began her work at PFAW Foundation in 2005 as the Program Coordinator for the Tallahassee
Office, managing the Supreme Court campaign in Florida and running statewide events for several
2006 Florida legislative issues. Her work in politics began as communications staff at the Florida
Democratic Party and continued as a public relations representative in Tallahassee. Raquel’s
current work with the YEO Network has allowed her to combine several of her passions, including
event planning, graphic design, marketing and progressive politics. A graduate of Florida State
University, Raquel is a proud Floridian, where she resides with her husband, Chris Petley. Contact
Raquel at rsimon@pfaw.org.

YEO Netwm‘lk I"ter"s ©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000 00

DJAWA HALL

Djawa Hall joined the Young Elected Officials Network as a spring and summer
intern. His political experiences include interning on a local campaign for Leon
County Commissioner Nick Maddox and in the Tallahassee outreach office
Senator Bill Nelson of Florida. He has worked in media production and television
news for seven years for the Tallahassee local CBS affiliate. Hall is also a student
at Tallahassee Community College studying Political Science.

CIERRA ROBINSON

Cierra Robinson is currently a student at Tallahassee Community College,
majoring in Public Relations with a recent interest in the world of politics. The
concept behind progressive elected officials is what drew her towards YEO, and
she feels that making a difference in the world is without a doubt the synopsis
of her life meaning. She idolizes current young elected officials, and hopes to
accomplish as much as they have at a young age.

NICK SAVELLI

Nick Savelli recently graduated from Florida State University with a degree
in Women’s Studies and Political Science. He has been an intern for the YEO
Network on and off for more than a year. As a passionate community organizer
and activist, Nick is excited to start the next chapter of his life in Washington DC
with a summer internship at Planned Parenthood. Feel free to contact Nick about
any post summer job opportunities in the DC area — nick.w.savelli@gmail.com.
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YEO STRATEGIC PARTNERS

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS

The American Council of Young Political Leaders (ACYPL) is a bipartisan, non-profit educational exchange
organization dedicated to fostering relations between the next generation of political leaders in the United States
and their counterparts around the world. Its practical education programs include international exchanges, foreign
policy and democracy conferences and election study programs.

BALLOT INITIATIVE STRATEGY CENTER

The Ballot Initiative Strategy Center (BISC) works to reinvigorate the initiative process among state and national
progressive organizations by providing education, training, and research in order for progressive groups to
use the process more effectively to fight for social, environmental, and economic justice. BISC Foundation,
the organization’s 501c3 educational arm, tracks ballot measure developments, contributions to ballot measure
campaigns and trains people to work on ballot initiatives.

CENTER FOR BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES

The Center for Budget and Policy Priorities conducts research and analysis to help shape public debates over
proposed budget and tax policies and to help ensure that policymakers consider the needs of low-income families
and individuals in these debates. In addition, the Center examines the short- and long-term impacts of proposed
policies on the health of the economy and the soundness of federal and state budgets.

CENTER FOR PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP

The Center for Progressive Leadership (CPL) is a national political training institute that develops diverse leaders
who are able to effectively advance progressive political and policy change. CPL has trained over 4,000 progressive
leaders through intensive, nonpartisan leadership programs.

DRUM MAJOR INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIG POLICY

The Drum Major Institute for Public Policy is a non-partisan, non-profit think tank generating the ideas that fuel
the progressive movement. From releasing nationally recognized studies of our increasingly fragile middle class
to showcasing progressive policies that have worked to advance social and economic justice, DMI has been on
the leading edge of the public policy debate.

GILL FOUNDATION

The Gill Foundation works to secure equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Americans and strives
to involve more people in this effort. It works to enlist and educate donors to provide the effective, large-scale
financial support necessary to achieve equality, and joins with like-minded organizations and individuals to put
forward a shared vision for doing so. It strives to increase support for equality by improving communications with
the American people, and by raising awareness of the contributions made by gay men and lesbians to society.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

The National Conference of State Legislatures is a bipartisan organization that serves the legislators and staffs
of the nation’s 50 states, its commonwealths and territories. NCSL provides research, technical assistance and
opportunities for policymakers to exchange ideas on the most pressing state issues. NCSL is an effective and
respected advocate for the interests of state governments before Congress and federal agencies.

NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

The National Education Association (NEA) is a volunteer-based organization supported by a network of staff at
the local, state, and national levels. The NEA is a United States labor union committed to advancing the cause of
public education, and represents teachers, secretaries, and educational support personnel who work at every level
of education.

NATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR WOMEN AND FAMILIES

Founded in 1971 as the Women’s Legal Defense Fund, the National Partnership for Women & Families is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan 501(c)3 organization located in Washington, DC. They promote fairness in the workplace,
reproductive health and rights, access to quality affordable health care, and policies that help women and men
meet the dual demands of work and family.

NEW AMERICAN LEADERS PROJECT

The New American Leaders Project (NALP) specifically focuses on preparing immigrants and their children for
civic leadership. They provide new American leaders with a non-partisan, safe space to learn about the challenges
and opportunities of citizenship commitment and determine how they can best contribute to making our democracy
stronger and more vibrant. NALP hopes to expand the number of immigrants in leadership positions, increase
voter participation in immigrant communities and allow immigrant voters more opportunities to engage with
leaders who reflect their unique experiences.

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY

People For the American Way is an energetic advocate for the values and institutions that sustain a diverse
democratic society. Many of these are now threatened by the influence of the radical right and its allies who have
risen to positions of political power. People for the American Way has been fighting the Religious Right for over
twenty-five years, protecting against the Right’s backward vision of bending America’s politics to reflect their
narrow political vision.

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY FOUNDATION

People For the American Way (PFAW) Foundation, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 501(c)3 organization, is a premier
source of vital information for policymakers, scholars, and activists nationwide on the Religious Right movement
and its political allies. PFAWF also engages in legal action to protect or restore the rights and liberties of Americans.
Since its establishment, PFAW Foundation has been committed to countering the forces of social discord and
fragmentation with an affirmation of “the American Way:” respect for diversity; freedom

of thought, expression, and religion; equal justice; and a sense of community.
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PLANNED PARENTHOOD

Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA®) is the nation’s leading sexual and reproductive health care
advocate and provider. PPFA also works with partner organizations worldwide to improve the sexual health and
well being of individuals and families everywhere. Planned Parenthood has 103 independent local affiliates that
operate more than 860 health centers throughout the United States, providing high-quality services to women,
men, and teens. Planned Parenthood often is the only source of family planning for a large proportion of the
women we serve.

PROGRESSIVE MAJORITY

Progressive Majority’s mission is to elect progressive champions. They accomplish this by identifying and
recruiting the best progressive leaders to run for office; coaching and supporting their candidacies by providing
strategic message, campaign, and technical support; prioritizing the recruitment and election of candidates of
color; and bringing new people into the political process at all levels.

PROGRESSIVE STATES NETWORK

The Progressive States Network (PSN) aims to transform the political landscape by sparking progressive actions
at the state level. The group provides coordinated research and strategic advocacy tools to state legislators and
their staffs, empowering these decision-makers with everything they need to engineer forward-thinking change.
PSN also works with non-profits and a variety of constituent groups to build a swath of support for coordinated
progressive policy.

SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

The Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) was founded in 1971 as a small civil rights law firm. Today, SPLC
is internationally known for its tolerance education programs, its legal victories against white supremacists,
and its tracking of hate groups. Throughout its history, SPLC has worked to make the nation’s Constitutional
ideals a reality. The SPLC legal department fights all forms of discrimination and works to protect society’s most
vulnerable members, handling innovative cases that few lawyers are willing to take.

WELLSTONE ACTION

Wellstone Action is a national center for training and leadership development for the progressive movement.
Founded in January 2003, Wellstone Action’s mission is to honor the legacy of Paul and Sheila Wellstone by
continuing their work through training, educating, mobilizing, and organizing a vast network of progressive
individuals and organizations.
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A GREENER AND MORE
SociaLLY RESPONSIBLE GONVENING

The Young Elected Officials Network is committed to supporting YEOs that bring freedom, fairness and opportunity to their
communities. We’re also doing our part to create a greener and more socially responsible National Convening.

Our hotel, the Washington Court, is union owned and operated by the International Union of Operating Engineers. All of the
hotel associates are members in Local 25, 51, and 99.

The Washington Court’s green efforts include reducing laundry consumption and a recycling program for all cans, bottles
and paper products. This year, in addition to using paper products made from recycled materials, the YEO Network is
cutting down on transportation emissions by relying on public transportation. We are also providing eco-friendly and BPA-
free water bottles, Klean Kanteens®, to all participants.

We would like to thank our YEOs across the nation for their efforts to provide a more sustainable future for their communities.
Your dedication to future generations and creating a more progressive country is inspiring and greatly appreciated.

Made with Recycled Paper

About your Klean Kanteen®

Klean Kanteen introduced the world's first BPA-free metal hydration bottle in 2004. The grassroots following
of their products exploded in 2008 when public outcry led to national bans of BPA-laden, polycarbonate
containers. Today, Klean Kanteen® continues to lead through innovation and example, bringing new
products to market that replace toxic plastic with safe, long-life cycle alternatives.

Klean Kanteen collaborates with and supports dozens of organizations working to protect people

and our planet. Their network of friends stretches across the country and around the globe, from tiny

hometown environmental education programs to nationally-acclaimed leaders in advocacy for health and

environmental stewardship, music festivals, and private companies known worldwide for their exemplary corporate social responsibility
programs.

A NEW GENERATION OF LEADERS ON THE FRONT LINES OF CHANGE
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